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The Preface 


— Ning the Poſthumous W. wh 
of deccaled! Perſons , 
ſhall therefore. ſpeak. 1 
few Words briefly. -- 

The. Reyercnd. Prelate, 
the Author of them, was 
a Parſon of great Natural 
Parts, and Execlont Lear- 
ning, as,well as of great 
Picty and Charity : One 
tha docu the Cups eb of 
Envland' whrentof* 
ani” Englner#1# Har, T” 
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70 the Readetr; 


with his Lord; and Ma« 
ſter, whoſe Service here 
on.:Earth was accounted 
by him. as his higheſt 
Honour, and that which 
he profciſed himſelf moi 
ambitious /of. 

He : was a Perſon of 
great Modeity and Hus 
mility.z having very 
mean and low Thoughts 
of himſelf, and his own 
Abilities z- which was the 
Reaſon why .the World 
had fo little Knowledge 


of him from the Preſs, « 5 hi 


having publithed nothing /-- 


* hut: what he was con- p bh 


ſrained to, cither by the 5; 
A 4 reſt- 


—The \Proface 
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Were HPErtors 
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ofrchis Epiſtle; being, not. 
to give the. Warld;,; 


Aooojime! the, Lifzzot 
this: :Exccllent. tBRH0n... 
whoſe Praile-3s,;deteryed 

ly'in the The et, 1 


forbear toadg, any.;f FE. 
farther. Cpnc Ther 


hqping, iti 
done..h id 4-9 oP wo -* 
yl ie mor gin? 


And af 
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Pole in-which thay, 416; 
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tothe Reader, \ 


written, andthe x9 
Acguracy., with; , which 


they arc peag'd,, S 


giYC; pry (en Satjstas.. 
Ction, ugta:! Inc hg, 
Readingjjof |ghemy, tha 
they, .are Fiis. Lardſhip's 
own.,, and were, taihy: - 
written, with: his,. wa \ 
Hand, and copicd out 
from thence , fince his 
Death, by one of his nea- 
reſt Relations, and fo tran: 
mitted unto the Prels. 
The Subject Matter of 
them being agrecable to 
the Divine Inſpirations 
of the Holy Scr ptures, will 
ſpeak better tor them- 
{cly CS 
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ſelves, than 'the Words 
6funy ofhier' can, And 
that ' they- may be very 
uſeful and” profitable-un- 
to thoſe that heard them, 
and unto all that ſhall 
read them, is the hearty 
and fincere Prayer of the 
Publiſher. Farewell, | 
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Prov: 14. 9. 
Fools make a Mock at Sin. 


E are not generally to 

expect any connexion, 

either of Senſe or Sentences in 
this Book of the Proverbs, O- 
ther parts of Scripture are like a 
rich Mine, where the precious 
Ore runs along in one continued 
Vein ; But this is like a Heap of 
| B 2 Pearls ; 


T he Folly of Sinners "—- 


Pearls ; which, though they are 
loole and' unſtrung , are not 
therefore the leſs excellent or 
valuable. 

The Text I have now read, 
is one of them, an entire Propo- 
ſition in ir ſelf, without relation 
to, Or dependance upon any 
Cqneext., - 

te Dies In it, we have theſe things 
conſiderable. 

I. Firſt, The ( harafter or Peris 
pbraſis of wicked and ungodly 
Men ; and they are ſaid ro be 
fuch as make a Mock at Sin. 

I. Secondly, Here is the Cenſure 

| paſt upon them by the All-wife 
God, and the wileſt of Men ; 
they are Fools for ſo doing ; Fools 
make a Mock at Sin. _ 

The Words are plain and ob- 
vious; only the Phraſe of mas 
king a Mock, - may ſeem ſubject 
to fome ambiguity, and various 

ac- 


= ” \ 
—w_ . 


making a Mock at Sin. 


acceptations ; and indeed the 
Scripture uſeth it in divers Senles. 
Sometimes it ſignifies an abufſin 

of others, by violent and leud 
Actions : So we read that the | 
Hebrew Servant , lays Potipher's Gen. 39.47. 
Wife, came in unto me to mock me, 
Sometimes it {ignifies an expo- 

fing of Men to Shame and :Di- 
{honour ; So the wiſe Man tells 

us, Wine:ts a mocker. 'Sometimes Prov. 20. x. 
ir f gnifies an impoſing upon the 
Credulity of others things that 

ſeem incredible and 'impoſlible:: 

So we read.in Geneſis, when Lot 

had declared to his Sotis in Law 

the Deflrution 'of ' Sodom, it- is 

faid, He ſeemed unto them as.' one Gen. 19. 14, 
that mocked, - Sometimes it 1s ta- 

ken fora failing in our Promiſes, 

and thereby defeating, and fru- 
ſtrating the Expectations of 'oe 

thers': And thus Herod is ſaid to 

be mocked by- the wiſe Men, in Matth.. 2. 16 
B 3 Matth, 
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Fhat's meant 


| 6 Mockzng. 


Luk. 23.11. 


Heb. 11. 36. 


Matth. 2. 16. But-none of thele - 
are at all congruous to our pres 
ſent purpoſe,. nor applicable ro 
the Words of the Text. 

There are therefore two 0- 
ther acceptations of his Expreſ- 
ſion , frequently occuxring in 
the Holy Scriptures. 

Fsft, This Word Mock is come 
monly taken for ſcoffng,. or bit- 
ter taunting at others. I hug 
pur. Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt ſuffered the Flouts and 
Deriſions of aninſolent Rabble, 
who. /et bin at nought,” qud mocked 
bim , as St. Like {peaks : | I hus 
thoſe bleſled Slee and Confeſ- 
fors, that followed his ſteps, are 
{aid to, have indured the trial of 
cruel Mockings, as the Apalile tells 
us | And indeed this is. the dif- 
ference berween 4 wiſe -Repros 
yer, and a: bites Mocker.; that 
the Words of-che one, are like 
Balm, 


Ln. tt. Mi Mt... 4d 
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—— 


Balm, 'both ſoft and fanative ; 
but the Words of the ather are 
like ſharp Swords, which cut deep 
into the Minds of Men,and com- 
monly make them rankle into 
Hatred and Malice. And doubt- 
leſs there are very many Spirits 
can ſooner put up an injury done 
chem,than a cutting bitter ſcoff; 
becauſe nothing expreſſeth ſo 
much Contempr,nor ſhews how 


deſpicable we account them, as 
a fleering Gibe. 


Secondly, Mocking may be ' 


taken for flighting, and making 
no 'account of , lopking upon 
rhings or Perſons, as trivial and 
inconfiderable. * And thus it is 
uſed in Job, where the Horſe is 


faid to mock at fear, when he ru- Job 39. - 


{heth inco the Batcel, and is nor 
rerrified ; but rather enraged by 
all che Horrors of War , When 
the Quiver rattleth againſt bim, the 


B 4 glit - 


—— 
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Job 41. 29. 


A tirofo'd 
Conſideration 


of $:n, 


be 


Il- 


glittermg Spear and the Shield. And 
to it is laid of the Leviathan, Job 
41. 19; ' He luygbeth: at” the, ſha- 
king of the Spear, for be'efteemeth 
Jron as Straw, and Braſs as/ rotten 
Wood. 

Now: in'efther of theſe-two 
Scnſes may ithe: Words. of the 
Text be'taken'; when they: tell 
Us , they arg voy that make a: Mock 
at Sin. | 

For Vis may be 'confi Jered, 
either as committed 'byy others, 
or as commitred by.our ſelyes ; 
and ir is egregious Folly: to make 
a Mock of either, ſo as to {port at 
the one, or toſlight the ocher. 

Firſt, They are-Fools that make 
a Mock'attother Men's Sins, lo as 
co turn-them (into a Macrer of 
Jeſt and'Raillery, © - 0-7): cl 
«| Secondly, "Ihey are Fools' that 
'make a Mock at their owh Sias, ſo 
'as $ tg chipk-: he: Commiſſibn of 

þ U xhem 


making a Mock at Sin, 


chem a flight and incon{iderable 
thing. 

I (hall very briefly ſpeak of 
the Firſt, and ſo pals on unto 
the Second Particular. 


Firſt therefore , They are 


Fuols thatimake's Mock at other They ave Fools 
Men's Sins; fo as to make ther Mock ae other 


a matter of Mirth -and Paſtime. 
This indeed is Spoxt for Des 
p1ls, all whoſe -Recrearion,- arid 
Helliſh Solace, is the Sin and 
Wickednels of Men. The Dan 
nation 'of Souls-is the Spore of 
Hell: And 'Thow who canſt re- 
joice in their Joy, deſervelt like+ 
wiſe to howl under their Woes 
and 'Torments. We juſtly con» 
demn it, as' 4 moſt barbarous 
and inhumane Cuſtom amongſt 
the ancient Romans, who brought 
many (elected Pairs of miſerable 
Mem inco their publick Theatres, 
paly ro ':delight ''the Spectators 


with 


The Folly of Sinners in 


with, their Blood and Death, 
But this was an innocent Recrea- 
tion in compariſon of thine, who 
takeſt pleaſure ro ſee thy poor 
Brother wounding and ſtabbing, 
yea damning his precious Soul, 
Go laugh ar a wicthed Man up- 
on the Rack, or upon the Wheel ; 

Laugh at the odd diſtorted Po- 
ures of Epilepticks, or the Con- 
vulſe Motions of Dying and Exe 
piring Men ; Sport thy ſelf with 
their writh'd Looks, and ancick 


Shapes of Miſery ; This js far 


more civil, more humane, more 
pious, than to make thole Sins 
thy Mirth, which will be thy 
Brother's Ecernal Woe and An- 
guilh. : What- thinkeſt thou 3 
Gouldſt thou look into Hell, 


thacplace of Torment ? Couldſ: 


thou ſee there all che Engines of 


God's Juſtice, - and the Devil's 
Guoley, let an wark in the cter- 


nal 
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nal Torture of thole, who per- 
haps once made as light of theix 
own Sins, as thou doſt of other 
Men's ; wouldſt thou think this 
a pleaſant Speftacle > Would(t 
thou ſport and divert thy ſelf rq 
ſee. how they wallow in Fire and 
Brimſtone, or how they circle 
and eeift themſelves in un- 
quenchable Flames ?. Certainly 
ſuch. a.Sight as this would at- 
tet: thee with a cold Horrqur, 
and: a ſhivering Dread ; And 
how then canſt thou ſport thy 
ſelf.co fee thy Brother damning 
him(elt,. fince ic would fright 
thee to ſee him damned } Bes 
lieve it, Sirs; The Sins that now 
abound 'in the World. challengs 
our Tears and Pity ; We ought 
ro mourn and repent for thoſe 
who do not, who will not re- 
eat for themſelves. Itis a ſad, 
and a doleful Sight ro (ee fo 
many 


- 
"ET 


IO 


—— 
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Prov. 26. 13. 


many every where diſhonour 
God, diſgrace their Natures, and 
deſtroy their Souls ; to ſee ſome 
come reeling home, diſguis'd in 
all the brurrſh Shapes that Drun- 
kennels can put npon them, rea- 
dy to diſcharge their Vomit in 
the Face of every one they meet : 
Others francick with Wrath and 
Rage,&,like aCompany of Mad 
Men, flinging abqut Fire-brands, 
Arrows, and Death : "To'ſee ficth 
woeful Transformations;and the 
dire Effets that Sin and'Wicked- 
neſs have cauſed in the World;; 
certainly he that -can entertain 
hirnſelf with - Mirth ' ac theſe 
chings, hath not only forſworn 
his Keligion, but his Humanity ; 
and may, with much more Reas 
fon, "make the Miſeries of poor 
ditratted People, chain'd up in 
Bedlam, to become his Sport and 
Paſtime, 

| I know 
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I know it will be here preten- 
ded, that ſurely it. can be no 
ſuch great Crime to explode and 
hiſs Sin off the Stage ; nay, it 
were a proper Means to keep 
Men from. being generally ſo 
wicked, could we but make 
Wickedneſs more ridiculous in 
them. 

But, alas ! Yice is now-a- 
days grown too impudent to be 
laughed out of Countenance ; 
and thoſe Methods of a ſcurri- 
lous Mockery, which ſome plead 
for, as rendring Vice ridiculous, 
have, I doubt, only made it the 
more taking and ſpreading, and 
encouraged others to be the more 
openly ſinful, by teaching them 
tro be the more wittily vile and 
wicked. Few will be deterred 
from fuming, when chey think 
they ſhall but gratifie others, by 
making Sport for them ; and ſtir 
up, 
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The Folly of Sinners in 


up, not their Indignation and 
'Abhorrence, bur their Mirth and 
Laughter. *Tis true, we read 
that Eljab mock'd the Idolatrous 
Worſhippers of Baal, and his 
Scoffs and Taunts at them were 
very biting and ſarcaitical, and 
cur them much deeper than they 
are ſaid to cut themſelves But 
this he did in a ſerious and zea- 
lous reproving of their Sins, not 
in a jocular and ſportive Merri- 
ment. There are two things in 
Sin, Impiety and Folly ; we may 
lawfully enough ſcorn the one, 
while we are ſure to hate and des 
teſt the other: And a due Mixture 
of both theſe together, Scorn 
and Dereftation, are very ht ro 
enkindle our Zeal for God, and 
may oftentimes be a requiſite 
Temper for him who is to re- 
prove confident and audacious 
Sinners. But to laugh and ſpore 


at 
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at othersWickedneſs,and tro make 
the Guilre & Shame of others our 
Mirth and Recreation, is both 
unchriſtian, and humane ; and 
we may as well laugh at their 
Damnation, as at that which 
will lead them to it. Thus to 
make a Mock at Sin, is to make 
our very Mocks to be our Sins ; 
and argues us, not only profane, 
but fooliſh ; for this is ro laugh 
and rejoyce at our own Stain and 
Diſhonour , and to abuſe ous 
own Nature, that Nature which 
is common to ns, as well as 0s 
thers ; that Nature which, were 
i not debaſed with Sin, renders 
ns but a little lower than the 
Angels. 

What a fair and glorious Creas 
eure was Man, belies Sin deba- 
ſed and (ullied him ! A Friend 
to his God, Lord of the Crea- 
tion, made a lixtle lower _ 
the 


M.A. 
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Hol. 4. 2. 


the Angels, being a-kin to them, 
though of a younger Houſe, 'and 
meaner Extra, adornd with 
all both natural and divine Per- 
fetions, . till Sin deſpoil'd him 
of his Excellency, and made him 
who was almolt equal. to the An- 
gels, worle than the very brutes 
that periſh, ſotciſh and miſera- 
ble. '., And canſt thou laugh and 
ſport thy ſelf at that which hath 
tuind and undone thee, as well 
as. others 2 Thy- Nature is ble- 
mi{h'd and corrupted-as muchas 
theirs. /. When we look abroad 
inthe World; and obſerve the 
abominable' Wickedneſſes that 
are every where committed, the 
Murthers, Uncleanneſles,, Blaſ- 
phemies, Drunkennels, and. all 
choſe Prodigies of -Impiery that 
every. where.. {Warm among(t 
Men; how, by Lying, Stealing, 


9 wearing, and Commuting Adultery; 
they 
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they break out, witil Blood toucheth 
Blood. What elle tee we now 
in all this, but the woful Effects 


of our own corrupt Nature : 


Here we ſee our ſelves unbowel- 
led, and diſcover what we our 
ſelves are, at'the price of other 
Men's Sins ; For as in Water, Face 
anſwereth unto Fate, ſo doth the 


Heart of Man to Man. We have 
therefore more reaſon to lament 
the Sins and Milcarriages of 0- 
thers, than to make a Sport and 
Mock at their Wickedaels, lince 
we our (elves are the very lame, 
and prone enough, without the 
Reltraining Grace of God, eitner 
to imitate, or exceed them. 


Hence then, Fit, Conſider TI. Hſe 


what an accurled, 


ſon. 
that thou mayeſt a oma 


harp thins* 


— 


Prov. 27. 19% 


begs the [;+ 


>, vil of ' remnp: - 


It 1s to tempr others to f1a, only - hers ro 


make Sport wich them, and raile 
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2 Scene of Mirth oof che Ruins 


ot 
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Habak. 2. 15, 
16, 


of their Souls. I wiſh this were 
not as common a Practice, as it 
is damnable. See what dread- 
ful Woes God denounceth againſt 
ſuch, by the Prophet : Woe wito 
him that giveth bis Neighbour Drink ; 
that putteſ# thy Bottle to him, and 
makeſt bim drunken alſo, that thou 
mayeſt look upon his Nakedneſs ; his 
Shame and Diſhonour. Thou 
art filled with Shame, for Glory : 
Drink thou alſo, and let thy Fore- 
Skin be uncovered ; the Cup of the 
Lord s Right Hand ſhall be tur- 
ned unto thee, and ſhameful Spews 
ing fhall be on thy Glory. Hence 
have theſe Devils (for that Name 
belongs tro them who do his 
Work) invented all thole Artift- 
ces of Exceis and Drunkennels, 
to draw on others to debauch 
themſelves, and their Reaſon, 
that they may have Marter to 
laugh art heir ſortiſh Actions, 
and 
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and ro boaſt how many they 
have made to fall under the Pui(- 
ſance of their Riots. But cer- 
tainly, if there be an Hell, as ic 
is certain there is ; or if that Hell 
were not made in vain, as it was 
not ; theſe wretched Sinners can 
expect nothing elſe, bur to have 
their Portion therein with thoſe 
Devils, whole induſtrious Factors 
they have been : And there the 
Cup of God's Right Hand, a 
Cup of pure Wrath, and un- 
mix d Fury, ſhall be given chem, 
and they be forced to drink it off, 
ro the very Dregs and Bottom 
of it, ſpewing our Fire and Brime 
ſtone erernally. 


Secondly, Hence think how IT. Uſe 
deſperately impious, wicked Sw the 


Wrerches they are, who ſin ons 
ly co make others Sport ; that 
buffoon themſelves into Hel!, 
and purchaſe the Pleaſing vthers 


6 2 with 


Wick -dneſs of 
thoſe that ſin, 
only to temps 
others 80 /in. 
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with the dreadful Damnation of 
cheir own Souls: And yet, How 
frequent is this in the World ? 
How many are there, that will 
neither ſpare God, nor Heaven, 
nor Scripture, nor Religion, nor 
common Modeſty, it they come 
but in the way of a Jeſt 2 No- 
thing, how facred, how vene- 
rable ſoevet it be, can eſcape 
them, if they can but turn it in- 
ro Drottery. 

I need not mention - what 
Tropes and Metaphors Men have 
found out ro talk laſcivioully 
by; almoſt every one is perfect 
1 that piece of Rhetorick : Nor 
waar ltrange, monſtrous Lies 
tome will aver openly, to raiſe 
cither Mirth or Wonder in Com- 
pany. And that which is worſt 
of all is, that now che Holy Bi- 
ble is become a mere Jeſt-Book 
with them, a. Common Place 
tor 
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for Wit, and merry Diſcourle ; 
and the Devil again ſpeaks Scri- 
pture out of theſe Mens Mouths ; 
they know no mare of it, than 
whar they abule ; and all their 
Meditations and Comments ups 


on it,are only how luch and ſuch 


Paſſages may be ingeniouſly per- 
verted, and turned into Bur- 


leſque, co heighten the Mirth 


of the next profane Company 
they meet. Impious Wretches, 
that dare to violate the moſt 
tremendous Myſteries of Reli- 
gion, and expole their God to 
Scorn, his Oracles to Contempr, 
and their own Souls to Eternal 
Perdicion ; only for a little Grin» 
ning and Sneering of a Compas 
ny of vain; yea, mad Fools, who 
think they commence Wirs by 
applauding Blaſphemy ! Bur 
theſe Wits, as they are profane 
and impious, io they prove 
C ; theme 
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themſelves very Fools, thus tq 
ſport themſelves to death : Their 
Laughter is rather ſpaſmical and | 
convullive, than joyous ; a Ri- © 
ſus Sardonicus, cauled by Venom 
and Poyſon : They go down 
merrily tro Hell, and frolick 
themfelves into Perdition. j 
And thus I have done with | 
the firſt fort of Fqols, namely, 
thoſe that make a Sport and #® 

Mock at other Mens Sins. 
Il. "The Second Particular is ta 
They are Fool! ſhew, that they are Fools wha 


that make a 


Meck ther make a Mock at their own Sins, 
| ſo as to think the Commiſſion of 
them bur a ſlight, inconſiderable 
Matter. And here I ſhall ſhew 

you, 

[. Firſt, That wicked Men do 
oenerally account Sin a ſmall, 
ſlight Matter, 

II, Secondly, Whar it 15 that indu- 
ceth and perſuades them to ac- 
count {o flight of it, Thirdly, 


making a Mock at yn. 
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Thirdly, Their groſs and ins 
excuſable Folly tor lo accounting 
of it. 

Firſt, That wicked Men do 
generally account Sin a ſmall, 
inconſiderable Matrer, may aps 
pear from theſe three Things. 

I. Slight Provocations and 
ealte Temptations, are ſufficient 


III. 


l, 
k) light Term- 


prations make 


ro make them ruſh boldly into /one Men fin, 


the Commiſſion of Sin: Any 
ſlight inconfiderable Gain, and 
tranſitory, fading, waſhy Plea- 
ſure; yea ofrentimes, a meer 
Gallantry and Humour of Sin- 
ning, is enough to make them 
venture upon any Crime, that 
the Devil, or their own wicked 
Hearts ſhall ſuggeſt ro them : 
Yea thoſe very Things,for which 
they would ſcarce ſuffer a Hair 
of their Heads to be twitch'd 
oft, are yet forcible enough, to 
perſuade them to lie or {wear, 
C 4 INS 
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Sins that murder and deſtroy 
rheir precious Souls for ever! 
Whar is this but a plain Demon- 
ſtration, thar they account Sin a 
mere Trifle, and look umon it 
i as a {mall and flight thing ro ofs 
i tend the molt high God. 
il 3. Hl. Ic is very hard and difh- 
| -— ad ”* cult ro work theſe Men to any 
qe 5987 trne Sorrow and Compunction 
for their Sins : 1 urn the Mouth 
of all the terrible Threatnings 
that God hath denounced in his 
holy Word againſt them, and 
let them thunder out all the 
W'oes and Curles that are in the 
Magazine of God's Juſtice a- 
o21aſt them, yer thele wicked 
Wretciies are not ſtartled ar it ; 
bur ft] hold faſt their Conh- 
dence and Boldneſs, when they 
I have loſt their Innocency and In- 
regriry, and cannot, nor will 
nor be perſuaded that God 
{ſhould 


-< £7 Ra 


= 


making F Mock at Sin, 


TH 


ſhould be fo angry and incenſed 
for ſuch ſmall marters. 

III. If they are at all moved 
wich theſe chings, yerthey think 
that a ſlight and formal Repen- 
tance will tufice ro make amends 
for all : They pacihe their Con- 
ſciences, and think ey appeaſe 
God alſo, by crying him Mercy ; 
and find it as ealte a matter tore» 
pent of rheir Sins, as it is to cams 
mir them. And therefore cer 
tainly theſe Men mult needs 
have very flight Thoughts of 
Sin, who can be ſo eaſily temp- 
ted ro commit it, and are ſo hard 
ro be brought co repent of it ; or 
if chey do, yer is it ſa {lightly and 
ſuperficially, as if they feared the 
Amends would be greater than 
the Injury. 

{ come now to the Second 
Thing, and that is, to ſhew 


Il, 


Canſes of Sin- 


ners matly 


what it is thar 1 inducerh and per- ghr of Sin. 
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118 ſuadeth wicked Men to make fo 
i light of their Sins. 
|| Now there are theſe two 
i things that make Sinners to ac- 
| count their Sins ſlight and trivial 
| Matters. 
| t, [. Becauſe they ſee ſo few In- 
| Simers ne ſtances of Gods dread Wrath and 
being exem- ; 
plariy pun;ſo- Vengeance executed on Sinners 
I in this Life ; and thoſe rare ones 
of Sim that are extant and viſible, they 
A impute rather to Chance, than 
to the Retribution of Divine Jus 
ſice : And therefore, upon their 
own Impunity, and the Impu- 
nity of others, they conclude, 
that certainly Sin is no ſuch hei- 
nous thing as fome fowre, tetri- 
cal People would fain perſuade 
| the World to believe : And {o 
1 they cry Peace, Peace, to them- 
[/'' Peut.29 19. ſelves, though they 20 on in the Fro- 
il wardneſs of their Hearts, adding Int- 
quityto Sin. Becaule God ſo long 
winks 
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winks art them, they conclude 
him blind, or, at leaſt, chat he 
doth not much diſallow thoſe 
Sins which he doth nar preſencly 
puniſh. Indeed, it would be 
ſomewhat difficult to anſwer this 
Argument, were this preſent Life 
che appointed Time of Recom- 
perice. No, butGod reſeryetch 
his Wrath and Vengeance to a 
more publick, and more dread- 
ful Execution of it, than any can 
be in this Life. Though now thou 
feeleſt no Effets of God s Wrath, 
yet, believe ir, the Storm is but 
all this while gathering ; But 
when thou lanchcſt forth into 
the boundleſs Ocean of Exerni- 
ty, then, and perhaps never be- 
fore then, will it break upon 
thee in a Tempeſt of Fury, and 
drown thy Sou} in Perdition and 
Deſtruction. 
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2. IL; Another thing that makes 


| Sinners make wicked Men think fo flight of 


lighe of Sin, ** K 
becauſe it is Sin, is that it eannot affect God 


toGod, 2” with any real Injury ; for as he 
is not benefited by our Services, 
fo he is not wronged by our [ni- 
quities. Tis true, could our 
Sins reach God, could they des 
throne him, or rend oft any of 
his glorious Attributes from his 
immutable Eſſence, there might 
then be great Reaſon why God 
ſhould ſo ſeverely revenge them, 
and we for ever deteſt and ab-: 
hor them : But fince his Glory 
is free from any Stain, and his 
Being from any Wrong and Pre- 
judice, our Sins are nothing to 
him, nor isthere any Reaſon we 
ſhould judge them heinous and 
provoking. 

'Tis true, O Sinner, tliy Sins 
can never invade God's Effence ; 
that is infinitely above the Ar- 

rempts 
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cempts of Men or Devils; but 
yetevery wicked Wrerch would, 
if he could, dethrone God ; Sin- 
ners would not have him be ſe 
holy, nor ſo juſt as he is; not 
ſo holy in hating of their Sins, 
nor ſo juſt in- puniſhing of them 
that is, they would not have 
him to be God ; for it is'nece(- 
ſary that God ſhould be as he is 
Sinners do really contradi&t 
God's Purity, rebel againſt his 
Sovereignty, violate his Coms 
mands, dehe his Juſtice, pros 
voke his Mercy , deſpiſe his 
Threatnings, and hinder the 
Maniteſtations of his Glory to 
the World : And is all this no- 
thing ? Every Sinner hath lo 
much Poylon and Venom in 
him,' that. he would even ſpit ir 
1n the Face of God himſelf, if 
he could reach him : But be- 
caule God is in himſelf ſecure 
from 
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from their impotent Aſlauls, Sin. 
ſhews irs Spight againſt him in 
what it can ; defaceth his Image 
where-ever it comes, aboliſherh 
all Structures and Lineaments of 
God in the Soul, and would ba- 
miſh his Name, his Fear, his 
Worſhip from off the Face of the 
whole Earch: And therefore 
thou who art guilty of this Re- 
bellion againſt rhe great Majeſty 
of Heaven, canſt thou yet think 
thy Sins to be flight and inconſt- 
derable, and noc worth either 
the Cognizance , or the Ven- 
geance of the Almighty 2 Be- 
lieve it, the Day is coming, and 
will not tarry, when that Guilt 
which thou now carricſt fo 
peaceably in thy Boſom, and 
which, like a frozen and bes 
mamb'd Serpent, ſtirrs not, nor 
ſtings nor, thall, when heated 
with the Flames of Hell, fly in 


thy 
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thy Face, and appear in all its 
native and genuine Deformities 
and, Horrour, and overwhelm 
thy Soul with Everlaſting An- 
guiſh and Torment ; and then, 
bur too late, then wilt thou ex- 
claim againſt thy ſelf, as being 
worle than a Fool, or Mad-man, 
for thinking fo flightly of, and 
making a Mock at that which 


hath eternally ruin'd and de» 


ſtroyed thee, 

And having thus ſhew'd you 
briefly, that wicked Men do 
make light of Sin, and the In- 
ducements that tempt them to 
it. I ſhall now, in the 

Third place, ſhew you their 
great and inexculable Folly in {o 


Ith 


The Foly of 
Smmers in 


doing. And certainly never was making lighe 


of Sin, appears 


any inſenſate Man, never any 7 63 *bey 


that was wholly abandond by 
his Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
guilty of a greater Folly chan this 


is: For, I. 1s 
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Sinners Folly 
great, 11 ven- 
euring 9h a 
certarnn (ill 

an bopes of an 
wncertain Re- 
pentance. 
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I. Is itnot molt egregious Fol- 
ly and Madnels for any to do 
that, which yer they hope they 
ſhall live to repent that ever they 
did it? This is ſuch a Folly, as 
all the Extravagances of Fools 
could never match; and yet this 
moſt wicked Men are guilty of : 
They boldly ruſh into Sin, only 
upon this prehumptuous Conki- 
dence, that they may hereafter 
be ſorry that now they did it: 
In which their Folly is doubly 
notorious, in that 

1. They venture upon a cer- 
rain Guilc, in hope of an uncers 
rain _ And, 

- ta char they take up their 
elable Sins upon ſo great 
and burthenſome an Inrerelt, 

1. In that they venture upon 
a certain Guile, in hopes of an 
uncertain Repentance., For et- 
cher God may cut thee oft, O 


Sinner, 


af Ss by. 3 ”*X 
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Sinner, in the very Act of that 
Sin which thou intendeſt to re- 
pent of hereafter : Or, if he af- 
ford thee Time for Repentance, 
he may withold his Grace, and 
in his juſt and righteous, bur yer 
fearful Judgment, ſeal chee up 
under Hardneſs and Impenicen- 
cy, that thou ſhalt go on, treaſu- Rem. 2 5. 
ring up to thy ſelf Wrath agamſt the 
Day of Wrath. And if either of 
theſe, through the. righteous 
Judgment of God, ſhould hap- 
pen unto chee, what a deplora- 
ble Fool wilt thou prove thy {elf 
to be, that finneſt out of Hopes 
of Repentance, and of a Re- 
pentance which perhaps will nes 
ver be granted ? Alas! How 
many hath God, in his ſignal 
Vengeance, cut off, by ſome re- 
markable ſtroke, with an Oath, 
or Curſe, or Blajphemy in their 
Mouths, ſcarce fully pronoun- 
ced 2 
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ced? How many, with their 
drunken Vomits gogling in their 
very Throats: How many, 
while their Souls have been bur- 
ning with their luſttul Embraces, 
have even then been caſt into 
Hell, and burnt up with Evers 
laſting Fire? Or, it Vengeance 
fhould ſpare thee for a while, O 
Sinner, yet thou knoweſt not 
how ſoon it will ſtrike thee : It 
is great Folly to expect the War- 
ning of a ſick Bed ; Death often 
furpriles by ſudden Caſualties, 
or by ſome Diſeaſes as ſudden as 
Caſualties; and there are many 
Ways of Dying, beſides Conſume 
ptions, Agues, and Dropſres, the 
tingring Fore-runners of' an aps 
proaching Diſſolution. Bur if 
God {honld caſt chee down upon 
a ſick Bed, he may juſtly viſit 
thee, who haſt negleed' thy 
Soul in thy Health, with ſuch 
Diſtems 
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Diſtempers as may make thee 
not only unfit, but ſuch as may 
render thee uncapable of doing 
thy laſt kind Office for it. Its 


Folly to expe the Admonition 


of Old Age: Alas! the Almonds Fccleſ. 12. g; 


Tree doth not every where floys 
riſh; and it is not one, to many 
Thouſands, that lay down an 


Hoary Head in the”Bed of the prov. 16. 31; 


Grave. But grant thou couldſt 
be aſſured of the Continuance of 
thy Life, yec is it not egregious 
Folly to fin in hope of repenting, 
when every Act of Sin will make 
thy Repentance the more difhculr, 
it nor impoſſible? The older 
chou groweſt, ſtill che more des 
ſperate is thy Cale ; for thy Sins 
will be the more rooted and has 
biruared in thee, and thy Heart 
the more hardned to reſiſt the 
Grace of God : So that, upon 
all Accounts, thy Repentance is 

os ml 
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moſt uncertain; and the longer 
thou continueſt in Sin, ſtill the 
more unlikely and improbable. 
And then judge, thou thy ſelf, 
whether it be not extream Mad- 
nels and Folly to make {o light, 
or no Account of Sinning, be- 
| cauſe rhou makeſt account of 
| Repenting. Bur 
| 2. 2. Suppoſe it were moſt in- 
| Smer great fallibly certain that thon ſhalt 
| chaſe thePla- repent, yet none but Fools vyill 
_— ke up the Pleaſures of Sin upon 
kepencance- the Sorrow, Anguiſh, and Bir» 
rerneſs of a true and hearty Res 
pentance, Doſt thou ſeriouſly 
confider what Repentance is ? Ir 
1s not a tranſicory Wiſh, a warm 
Sigh, or a languiſhing Lord have 
Mercy, in a Dittrels, or on a ftck 
| Bed ; (and yer even theſe can- 
| not be without judging and cons 
| demning themſelves for Foals , 


when they ſinned :Y) No, but 
Repen- 


IEG 
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Repentance is the breaking of the 
Hearc, a rending of the very 
Soul in pieces : '1 he uſual Pre- 
paratives to it are ghaſtly Fears 
and Terrours, ſharp and dread- 
{ul Convictions, that will even 
ſearch thy very Bowels, break 
thy Bones, and burn up thy very 
Marrow within thee. More 
eſpecially doth God deal thus 
terribly wich vecerane, old, con- 
fhrmed Sinners, making Repeu- 
tance more bitter to them, than 
to others, that they may lee and 
confels themſelves Fools, in in- 
dulging themſelves in their Sins, 
in hopes of repenting for them. 
Say then, when the Devil and 
thine own Luſts cempt thee to 
any Sin ; ſay, If I commit this 
Sin, cither 1 ſhall repent of it, 
or I {hall nor; it I never re- 
pent of it, as it is a hazard whe- 
ther I ſhall or no, what 1s there 
© Th 10 
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in Sin, that can recompence the 
everlaſting Pain of Damnation ? 
If I ſhall repent, what is there 
in the Sin, that can recompence 
the Anguiſh and Bitterneſs of 
Repentance? This is ſnch an un- 
an{werable Dilemma, that all the 
Craft and Subtilty of Hell can 
never ſolve. And if we would bur 
always keep this fixed in our 
Minds, it were impoſſible thar 
ever we ſhould make ſlight of 
Sin. While thou thus argueſt, 
thou argueſt ſolidly and wilely ; 
bur to ſay I will fin, becauſe pers 
haps I may repent, is quite be- 
low the meaneſt Capacity that 
ever own'd the leaſt Glimpſe of 
Senſe and Reaſon. 

II. Is it not Folly to make a 


Sn will male Mock at that which will be ſure 


Sanners a pub. 
hck Scorn ts 
#he whal 


* a publick Mock and Scorn of thee 


# orid. 


to pay thee home, and to make 


ro the whole World } How 
| many 
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many have their Sins and Vices 
made infamous among Men ? 
They are a Shame, and a Res 
proach to all that are but of a 
civil and ſober Converſe ; and 
as much loſt ro Reputation, as 
they are to Vertue? But hows 
ever, certainly all wicked and 
ungodly Men ſhall be made a 
publick Scorn and Deriſion to 
all the World, both God, An- 
gels, and Men : God will mock 
at them, he tells them ſo ex- 
preſly , for ſo the Wiſe Man 


ſpeaks; Becauſe you have ſet at Prov 1.25,26 


nought all my Counſel, and would 
none of my Reproof ; 1 alſo will laugh 
at your Calamity, and mock when 
your Fear cometh ; when your Fear 
cometh as a Deſolation, and your 
Deſtruftion cometh like a Whirl- 
wind, All their Sins and Deeds 
of Wickedneſs ſhall then be ex- 
poled to the open View and 
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Conmemprt of Saints and Angels, 
who {hall ſubſcribe co the righs 
teous Doom of their Condem- 
[ nation. Devils will then up- 
braid their Folly, and triumph 
that they have outwitted them 
into the ſame moſt milerable 
and deplorable State with them 
ſelves. Think now, 0 Sinner ! 
How wilt chou be able to hold 
up thy guilty Head, and thy 
j amazed and confounded. Face ? 
Whither, Oh whither canſt thay 
cauſe thy Shame to go, when 
Men and Angels ſhall point and 
| hils at thee,and thy Folly ſhall be 
i proclaimed as loud as the laſt 


Trumpet, which Heaven and 
g Earth, and all the World ſhall 
hear ? 


i z- II. Is it not the Fooliſhnels 
p The Foly of of Folly it ſelf, ro make light of 
| Somers that which will for ever damn 
| Soul far Sm, thee ? Art thou ſuch an Idiot, as 


a 
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to account Hell a Trifle, and 
Damnation it (elf a flight Macter ? 
What is it then that makes thee 
think Sin ſo {mall and crifling a 
thing ? For Hell, and Death, and 
Eternal Wrath are certainly en- 
tail'd upon it. Conſider what 
a moſt cutting Reflexion ic will 
be to thee in Hell, when thou 
ſhalt for ever cry out upon, and 
curſe thy ſelf for a wretched Fool, 
that ever thou ſhouldſt make 
flight of thoſe Sins which would 
damn thee. What was there in 
them,for which thou haſt fortfei- 
redHeaven,and EverlaſtingHap- 
pineſs, bur only a litgle impure 
bruriſh Pleaſure > And now that 
ir 15 paſt and gone, what remains 
of them, bur only the bicter Re» 
membrances ? Certainly thou 
wilt ten thouſand times, and for 
ever call thy (:lf an accurſed 
Fool for ſa doing, when it is roo 

| late 
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late to help ir. Be perſuaded 
therefore now to be wiſe betimes 
for your Souls; elſe you alſo - 
will, when there is no Redreſs, 
curſe your own Folly, that hath 
brought upon you all thoſe Ex- 
tremities of Woe and Anguiſh. 
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True Happineſs. 
SERMON 


PREACHED, &c. 


REV. 22. 14- 


Bleſſed are they that do his 
Commandments, that they 


may have Right to the 
Tree of Life, and may 
enter through the Gates 
into the City. 


Heſe Words which I have 
now read, conliſt of theſe 
two Parts. : 
Firſt, A Propoſition. And, Divifengfcbs 
Secondly, A Proof of this Pros ** 
polition, Firſt, 


uo — 
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joyment of it. This Bleſſedneſs 


Firſt, A Propoſition, in theſe 
Words, that They that do God's 
Commandments, are bleſſed. 

Secondly, Here is the Proof of 
this Propoſition, in theſe Words, 
that They have a Right to the Tree 
of Life, and ſhall enter through the 
Gates into the City. 

It is the ConneCion of both 
thele together , that I intend 
chiefly ro ſpeak unto. Only 
give me leave, as a Preliminary 
ro the enſuing Diſcourle,to ſhew 
you what is contained in the firſt 
and great Word in my Text ; and 
that is the Word Bleſſed. 

There is therefore a rwofold 
Beatitud-, or Bleſſedneſs; The 
one is perfect and conſummate; the 
other twitial and incompleat, The 
tormer is the Completion of all 
Good perteCtive of our Natures, . 
ane our entire and ſatisfying En- 


now 
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now is only attainable in Hea» 
ven ; for God alone is the Cens 
tre of all Good, and all the Good 
that is deſirable in this World, 
are but ſo many Lines drawn 
from the Centre, to the utmoſt 
Circumtference of the Creation. 
There is nothing that can ſupply 
theWants, perform the Hopes, 
fulfil the Deſires, wichout Con- 
finement circumſcribe, withour 
Cloying ſatishe the moſt enlar- 
gedCapacities of a RationalSoul, 
but only that God who is infi- 
nicely, univerſally, and indefe- 
ively good ; and therefore he 
alone is our objeCtive Happineſs: 
and our formal Happinels is our 
Relation ro, and Union with 
this All- comprehenſive and In- 
comprehenſtble Good. Our Af- 
fimilation to him, and Partici- 
pation from him, of all thoſe 
Perfeftions which our Natures 
are 


[ 
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are capable of enjoying, but our 
Underſtandings not now capable 
of knowing. But this conſummate 
Bleſſedneſs, is reſerved for our 
unknown Reward hereafter, and 
1s not that which my Text here 
ſpeaks of. 

There is therefore an imperfect 
and initial Bleſſedneſs, which con- 
fiſts in a Preparation for, and a 
Tendency unto the other : As 
thoſe are ſaid ro be accurſed, 
whole Sins and Vices prepare 
them for Eternal Perdition ; lo 
thoſe likewiſe are ſaid'ro be blel- 
ſed, whole Grace and Holinels 
prepare them for Eternal Bliſs 
and Happinels. 

Such ar-ds Now ſuch as theſe are bleſled 


__  .. food Reſpect. 


wir" Firſt, T hey are bleſſed, in Se- 


l. mine, in the Seed : They go forth 
In the Seed. bearing precious Seed, and ſhall 
doubcleſs rejoyce in a plentiful 


Harvelt, 
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Harveſt : Sothe P/almiit tells us, 
P/al. 97: 11. Light is ſown for the Pal 97.11, 
Righteous, and Gladneſs for the Up- 

right in Heart, And though they 

otren appear Clods | of Earth 
plowed up, harrowed, and bro- 

ken with Affliction ; yer is there 

that bleſſed Seed caſt into them, 

that will certainly ſprout up to 
Immortality, and Ecernal Lite, 

as all the Beauties of a Flower 

lie couched in a ſmall unſightly 

Seed ! And lo truly Grace is 

Glory in the Seed; and Glory is 

bur Grace full blown. 

Secondly, They are bleſſed m II, 
primitiis, in che Firſt Fruits. They 77 *4* Fi 
have already received ſome part 
of their Eternal Felicicy, in the 
Graces and Conlolations of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; which are therefore 
called the Fir5t Fruits of the Spirit, Row. 8 24, 
by the Apoltle,Rom.$.2 3. andthe 
Earneſt of the Spirit, 2. Cor. 1. 22. 2 Car. 1. 22, 

- and 


— 
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Epheſ. 1. 3. 


Epheſ. z. 14. and the Earneſt of our Inheritance, 


Epbeſ. 1..14. Now, as the Ear- 
neſt is always part of the Bar- 
gain, and the Firſt Fruits are al- 
ways of the ſame kind with the 
whole Harveſt, fo is it here; 
che Graces and Comforts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, are the very ſame 
now, that they ſhall be in Heas 
yen ir ſelf: And therefore the 
Apoſtle bleſſeth God, who hath bleſſed 
us With ſpiritual Bleſſings in heaven- 
ly Things in Cbrit. Becter indeed 
they ſhall be in Heaven, but nor 
other: Here our Graces often lan- 
puiſh under the Load and Preſ- 
ſure of Corruption, but in Hea- 
ven they {hall be for ever vigo» 
rous and triumphant : Here our 
Waters of Comfort often fail us, 
our Ciſtern 1s often dried up, and 
our Bottle ſpent'; but in Heaven 
we {hall for ever lie at the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters, and take 

in 
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in Divine Communications, as 
they immediately flow from the 
Divine Efſence, wirchour having 
them deadned or flatted in the 
Conveyance. Bur yer, both by 
theſe imperfe&t Graces and Com- 
forts, wedotruly and properlyens 
joy God;theEnjoymentof whom 
in any-meaſure is Happinels, but 
in the higheſt meaſure is Heaven 
ic ſelf. 1t therefore the Maſs and 
Lump be Bleſſedneſs, the Firſt 
Fruits muſt be blcſled alſo. 
Thirdly, They are blelled m 


[ll 


Spe, in Hope ; whence it is cal- Þ ed in 


led by the Apoltle, That bleſſed Tis 13+ 


Hope. Ableſled Hope it is, be- 
caule that which we hope for is 
Eternal Bleſſed.eſs. The Hope 
of worldly Things is commonly 
more tormenting, than the En- 
joyment of them can be ſatisfy- 
ing. It is an Hope chat Vitiates 


and deflowers its Q3jet, and fo. 


BK 2 mighs 
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mightily over-rates them in the 
Fancy, that when they come to 
paſs, our Hope is rather fruſtra- 
xed than accompliſhed : And 
were it not for that Imparience, 
which is the conſtant Attendant 
of this Hope, it would be a Pro- 
blem hard to be reſolved, whe- 
ther Expectation or Fruition 
were the more eligible Eſtate. 
Vain therefore and wretched 
muſt needs be the Hopes of thoſe 
things, which cannot anſwer 
what is expected from them ; 
like a Golden Dream to a Beg- 
gar, or the Dream of a furniſhd 
Table to one that is hunger- 


ſtarvd. Butnow the Hopes of 


Heaven can never impoveriſh 


the Glories of it, for they are in» 


finice and inexhauſtible ; and 
God hath laid up for his, that 
which the Heart of Man cannor 
Conceive, 


A 
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A Chriſtian's Hope hath ewo 7** ,Proper- 
Prerogatives above any worldly fan's Hope, 


Hope. 

One is, That it may attain 
tro a full and final Aſſurance, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Hebrews; 


where he calls it, The full Ai Heb. 6. 1x. 


rance of Hope unto the End. An 
Hope it is, becaulc the Object of 
it is a furure Good lefred and 
expected : But yer it 1s an Hope 
thar is joined with a full Aſlu- 
rance of the Event; an Hope 
that may flower up into ſuch a 
Certainty, as to have no Mix- 
ture of Fear or Doubting in its 
Compoſition ; but may be as 
ſure of the Heavenly Inheritance, 
as if our Reverſion were already 
in actual Poſſeſſion : Whereas 
Worldly Hope can never be ſe- 
cure, but ſome Providence or 
other may interpoſe, to dilap- 
point it, 
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The other Prerogative of a 


Chriſtian's Hope, is,that though 


ic be thus fully aſſured, yer the 
Accompliſhment of ir ſhall al- 
ways have the ſweer Reliſh of 
Surpriſe and Wonder ; for the 
Happineſs will be far greater 
than the Hope, and the Inheri- 
rance larger than the Expecta- 
rion ; whereas Earthly Hopes, 
}t they grow to any degree of 
Conhdenceof Succeſs, upon Frus 
ftration they turn into Impas 
tience and Rage : Orif perhaps 
they do ſucceed, the Sweetneſs 
of the Accompliſhment was long 


before ſuck'd our and devoured 


by our greedy Expettation ; the 
Game is torn and eaten, before 
the Huntſ-man can come in. And 
upon both theſe Accounts, the 
pions and obeitent Chriſtian is 
blefled mm Hope : le is a blefſed 
Hope that ſhall certainly be ac- 
COms 
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compliſhed ; and a bleſled Hope, 
the accompliſhing of which ſhall 
infinitely exceed our Expecta- 
tions, and fill us, not with 
Shame, but Eternal Admiration 
and Wonder. 

Fourthly, They are blefled in 


IV. 


Right and Title : And upon this B*y/*« = 


very Account eſpecially my Text 
pronounceth thoſe bleſſed that 
do God's Commandments, becauie 
they have a Right tothe Tree of Life, 


and to enter in through the Gates into 


the City. 


Now theſe Expreſſions, ac- 
cording to the Genius and Style 
of this whole Book, are myſti- 
cal and alluſive ; and for the ex- 
plaining of them I muſt ſhew, 

Firſt, What the Tree of Life is. 

Secondly, What is this City, into 
which they have a Right to enter. 

Thirdly, Whar it is to enter 
tkrouzh the Gates mto the City. 


Il. 
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IV. Fourthly, What Right w 15 
5 whici Obedience to God's Commands 
ments gives us to the Tree of Life, 
and to enter into the City. 
l. For ghe Firſt of theſe, What 
Po the rree this Tree of Life is. 
| T anſwer, We find Mention 
made of this Tree of Life in twa 
other places of this dark Prophe- 
fie; the one is in Ver. 2. of this 
Rev. 22.2." Chapter ; On either Side of the Ktver 
was there the Tree of Life, which 
bare twelve manner of Fruits, and 
yielded ber Fruit every Month ; and | 
the Leaves of the Tree were for the 
bealmg of the Nations. But this, | 
very — may be only an p 
Enigmatical Repreſentation of {| 
the Vodtrine of the Goſpel ; ler 
us then conſult the other place, 
where Mention is made of this 
Tree of Life,and that is in Rev. 2.7. 
Rer.2.7. To him that overcometh wil; I give to 


eat of the Tree of Life, that is m the 
midſt 
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midſt of the Paradiſe of God. Now 
this carries a plainAlluſtonto that 
Deſcription of the Earchly Para- 
diſe of which we read, Gen. 2. 9. 


where it is ſaid, God planted the Gen. x. g. 


Tree of Life in the midſt of the Gar- 
den, . Now this Tree of Life was 
ſo called, not that it had any 
natural Vertue to perpetuate 
Man's Life to Immortality, but 
only from its typical and ſacras 
mental Nie; God having appoin- 
red the Eating thereof as a Sign 
and Pledge of our Immortality, 
had we continued in our Inno- 
cency and Obedience, And 
therefore we find, that upon the 
Fall, God ſet a Guard upon this 
Tree, and as it were excommu- 
nicates ſinful Adam from parta- 
king of this Sacrament of the Cove- 
nant of Works, which was both a 
Sign and Seal of Immortality ; 
lignifying thereby, chat Sinners 
have 
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have no Right to Eternal Lite, 

according ro the Terms of the 

firſt Covenant : But this Right 

being again reſtored to us by Je- 

tus Chriſt, therefore they are 

pronounced bleſſed that do God's 

Commandments, becauſe they bave a 

Right to the Tree of Life ; that is, 

ro that Erernal Life and Immor- 

rality which is brought to light 

by the Goſpel, and to which the 

Tree of Life in Paradile was a Sa- 
crament and Emblem. 

Il. Secondly, Let us enquire what 

+——_— is this City, into which thoſe that 

"do God's Commandments ſhall enter ; 

and we have a moſt large and 

glorious Deſcription made of it 

in Chap. 21. of this Book, from 

Ver. 10. tothe end of the Chapter, 

and, in brief, ir is nothing elſe 

Rer.21.19,14- but Heaven ; the New Jeruſalem, 

that holy City, the City of the Living 

God, mto which no unclean thing 


ſhall 


True Happineſs. 


ſhall enter. For without are Dogs, Rev.22. 15, 


and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, 
and ]dolaters, and Whoſoever loveth 
and maketh a L ye, Chap. 22. 15. 
Thirdly, What is it to enter through 
the Gates into thus City. | 
I anſwer, Though in the fore- 


going Chapter this City is deſcri- #5 C19: 


bed to have twelve Gates, and in 
them the Names of the twelve Tribes 
of Iſrael, ro ſignifie ro us, that 
through the Grace of the Goſpel, 
there is a Paſſage and an Inler 
intro Heaven for all thoſe that 
are true Iſraelites ; yet, in true 
propriety of Speech, there is but 
one Way, and but one Gate tg 
Heaven : Yea, and our Saviour 
rells us, that Way is narrow, 
and that Gate is ſtrait; for fo 


we find his Words ; Strait the Math. 9. 14, 


Gate, and narrow us the Way, that 
leadeth unto Life, and few there be 
tbat find it, The Command- 
ments$ 


T rue Happineſs. 


Plal. 119 95, 


ments of God are this Gate to 
che Heavenly City, and the rwo 
Tables of the Law are the two 
Leaves of this Gate, throug\1 
which every one muſt pals, thar 
hopes to be admitted into the 
New Jeruſalem. And although 
David ſeems ro make this Gate 
very large, when he tells us, 
Thy Commandments are exceeding 
broad ; yet that is only to be un- 
derſtood concerning the Authos 
rity of its Injunctions, not of the 
Liberty of its Indulgence. lt is 
excecding broad in the Extent 
of its preceptive Power, for it 
preſcribes Rules ro all our 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, 
and to every Circumſtance of 
each ; but itis exceeding narrow 
and ſtrait in the Scope and Al- 
lowance that it gives us ; that as 
ſoon may a Camel go through the 
Eye of a Needle , as - we pals 
through 


__ 
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through this Gate with the Bur- 
then of one unmortified Luſt, or 
one unrepented Sin. 


But why is it ſaid, that thoſe Quet. 


that do God s Commandments may en- 
ter through the Gates into the City ? 
Can any enter in as a Thief, or 
a Robber, over the Wall 2 Or 
can any, as an Enemy, ſcale 
choſe Eternal Ramparts, and 
rake ic by Invaſion? 


T anſwer ; This is ſo expreſſed, ant. 


to denote the free Acceſs and 
Admiſſion of thoſe into Heaven, 
who are careful ro obey the 
Commandments of God upon 
Earth : Such as theſe are free 
born Citizens of Heaven; their 
whole Eſtate, their whole Trat- 
fck, all their Treaſure and Live- 
lihood is laid up there ; they are 
free Denizens by the Charter of 
the New Covenant, they may 
challenge Ingrels as their Right 
| and 
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and Due ; and he who hath the 
. Rer.z7. MKeys of David, who openeth and no 
Man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and no 
Man openeth, opens che Door to 
theſe, and lets them into thoſe 
Eternal Manſions, which he 
hath purchaſed and prepared for 


them. 


TV. : The Fourth and laſt Query to 

Obediens? * be enquired into, is concerning 

gxverh to the that Right which Obedience to 
of Life, ww 6 

and to the God's Commands pives us unto 


os. 2 © thisTiee of Life,and ro this Heavens 
ly City; chat is,to Eternal Life and 
Glory. Now here [ ſhall branch 
our this Query into Two ; and 
{o | thall ſhew you, 
1. I. What that Obedience is, which 
g1ves us a Right to Heaven. 
2. Il. What that Right is, that 
prod '*4! ©: this Obedience doth confirm. 


bedience 1s 


that 1s men- JT, What that Obedience is, that 
Bioned in the » 


Text. gives us a hi12ht ro Heaven. 


I alls 
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I anſwer : It is not a Legal 


Obedience, or a perfect perſonal NJ. Net Legal O- 


Righteouſneſs, that now gives 
us this Right ro Heaven ; this is 
very plain, becauſe to conſtitute 
this, it is neceſlary that there be 
both Original Purity in our Na- 
tures, Which ſince the Fall is 
miſerably vitiated and corrupted; 
and alſo a Sinleſs Perfeion in 
our Lives, in the conſtant Ob- 
ſervation of every Tata of the 
Law, both as co its Extention, 
and Intention; that we obey ir 
in every part and tittle of it, and 
that our Obedience unto every 
part be raiſed to the higheſt des 
gree of Love, Zeal, and Cha- 
rity. This Title was once good, 
but it is now loſt, by the Fall, 
in the common Ruine and Rubs 
biſh of Mankind ; and he who 
hath not another Title, upon bet- 
ter and eaſter Terms, will find 
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2. 
It zs Evange- 
lical Obe- 
dience. 


Cherubims, and the Flaming 
Sword of Divine Juſtice, ſet to 
guard the Tree of Life from his 
Approaches, as once they did 
from guilty Adar. 

* I. There is therefore another 
Obedience which gives a Rigbt un- 
to the Tree of Life ; and that is 
an Evangelical Obedience 
which, according to the Grace, 
Condeſcention, and Equity of 
the Goſpel, ſhall be accepted 
unto, and rewarded with Ever- 
laſting Happinels. Now this 
Evangelical Obedience conhiſts 
not' indeed in Innocency and 
Perfection, but in ſincere Deſires, 
and proportionable Endeavours 
after it; when we ſtrive to the 
urmoſt to live hotily,and ro walk 
more ſtrictly with God, accors 
ding to the Rules chat he hath 
preſcribed us in his holy Word : 
And it conſiſts of two Parts ; 
Mor- 
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Mortificatiza of our corrupt and hn* 
ful Aﬀections, whereby we die dai- 
ly unto Sin ; And the Spiritual Re- 
novation, and Quickning of our Gra- 
ces, whereby we increaſe daily in 
ſpiricual Strength, and make farther 
Progreſles in Holineſs and true Pie» 
ty. Andas it conliſts of theſe rwo 
Parts, fo hath ir alſo thele two Ad- 
juncts. 

1. Theoneis, True Repentance 
for our paſt Sins, reflefting upon 
chem wich Shame and Hatred, cons 
teſſing and bewailing them with 
Sorrow and Contrition, and en= 
deavouring, with all Earneſtneſs 
and Sincerity, to abſtain from the 
Commiſſion of the like tor the tu- 
eure. 

2. The other is, A True and 
Lively Faich, whereby we rely on 
che Blood and Satisfaction of Jeſus 
Chriſt, tor the Remifſion of our 
Sins z and upon his pertect Righ+ 

F reouſnels, 
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II. 
What 
Rro bt O- 
bedicnce 
gives 0 
E:t:rnal 
Lifcs 
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reoufne(s, and prevalen: Intercel(- 
fion for the Acceptation and Re- 
ward of our imperfect Obedience. 

Whoſoever doth thus ſincerely 
do the Commandments of God, 
univerſally and conſtantly, with 
his whole Strength and Mind, as 
though he expected to be ſaved by 
the Merits of his own Works ; and 
yer, after all, doth ſo entirely rely 
on the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt for 
Salvation, as though he had never 
done any thing : He it is, and he 
alone, who hath this Fight unto the 
Tree of Life, and ſhall enter through 
the Gates into. the Heavenly City. 
For he doth his Commandments 
out of a ſincere Love; and God, 
who is Love, will own his Since- 
rity. 

Secondly, T come now to conſider 
what that Right is, which this E- 
vangelical Obedience, or doing the 
Commands of the Law, according 
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to the Favour and Mercy of the 
Goſpel, doth confer upon us, by 
virtue of which we may afluredly 
expect Eternal Lite. And here, 

[. It cannot be a Right of Purchaſe, I. 


or, Merit Iris a fooliſh Preſum- Ricks of 


ption, and intolerable Arrogance, *«r<b4/e- 
ro think we can deſerve any thing 
at the hands of God, unleſs it be 
his Wrath by our Sins. For, 
1. In all proper Merit there 1] 


mult be an Equivalence, or at leaſt » Me 


: - there muſt 
a proportion of Worth between the be an £- 


Work, and the Reward : Which {7 
to unagine berween our Obedience, 
and the Heavenly Glory, is to exalt 
the one infinicely too high, and to 
abale the other infinitely roo low. 
What proportion is there between 
a Cup of cold Water given to a Diſciple 
of Chriſt, and that Ocean of Everlaſt- 
ing Joy and Pleaſure, which ſhall 
be the Reward of it? A Man 
might more reaſonably expe&t ro 
F 2 buy 


—— 
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buy Stars with Counters, or to pur- 
chaſe a Kingdom with two Mites, 
than think ro purchaſe the Heas 
venly Kingdom by paying down 
his Duties, and good Works, which 
are no way profitable unto God, 

Job 22+ 3» ( For 15 it any Pleaſure fo the Almighty 
that thou art righteous ; or ts it any Gain 
unto him, that thou makeFt thy Way pere 
fett* ) and bear no more propor- 
tion tothe infinite Glory of Heaven, 
chan a ſingle Cypher doth roche num» 
berleſs Sands of the Sea. 


”" 2. The very Grace that enables 


_ tous tO do the Commandments of 
obey is 21- 
ven free!y. 


God, is freely beftowed upon us 
by kimſelf ; and therefore the O- 
bedience we perform unto him, 
merely by his own Afiſtance, can- 
not be ſaid (without a orand Im- 
propriety) to merit any Reward 
from him. Such kind of Merit is 
bur an idle and frivolous pretence : 
For certainly, he who gives me 


Money 
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Money to buy an Eſtate of him, 
doth as freely give me that Eſtate, 


as if I had never bought it of him, 
but he had immediately beſtowed 
the Land upon me, and not the 
Summ of Money. 

3- All our Obedience is imperfect, 
and therefore, it it delerve any 


Defects and Failures of it. ' his 
Coin is not currant, this Metal is 
baſe and adulterated, the King's 
Stamp defaced and obliterated, the 
Edges clip'd,;and the Superlcription, 
which ſhould be on both f1des Ho- 
lineſs to the Lord, is on the Reverſe 
at leaſt, A Sacrifice to Hypocriſee, 
Formality , and Vai Glory; and 
therefore this counterfeit and bale 
Alloy will not pals for Purchale- 
Money; and had it whact it de- 
ſerves, it would. be melted down 
jn the Furnace of Hell, 


F3 4 wp- 


All aur O- 
bedience 


thing, it is only Puniſhment for the * #72 
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4 4 Suppoſe it were perfect, which 


| 
—_—— it is nor, yet 18 it no more than our & 

3 

from us. bounden Duty ; and Duty can ne- F- 

ver be meritorious. We are bourrd 7 

by the Law of Nature, and, aswe 3 


; are Creatures who have reccived 
our Beings, and the Continuance 
and Preſervation of them from God, 
to employ our ſelves faithfully and 
afiduouſly in his Service; and if, 
for our greater Encouragement 4 
therein, he hath promiſed, and will 
beftory upon us a vaſt and uncon- 
ceivable Reward, we muſt attriÞ» © 
bute it wholly to the Supererroga»- ® 
tion of his free Bounty ; for with- ; 
out this, all our Services were duo {| 
to him before Thus our Saviour s 

ui * tells us, Doth the Maſter thank the Sers , 
vant becauſe he did the things that were Y 
commanded him ? T trow not. So like- 
wiſe ye ; when you ſhall have done all 
thoſe thines that are commanded you, Jay, ® 
(not in a complemental way, bur 

with 
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with Truth and Sincerity,) we are 
unprofitable Servants, we have but done 
that which was our Daty to do. And 
therefore certainly, if we cannor 
deſerve Thanks, much leſs can we 
deſerve {o ample a Reward as FEter- 
nal Life : And therefore thoſe that 
think to purchaſe Heaven and Eter- 
nal Life by doing that which is not 
commanded, nor their Duty, will 
find a fearful Dilappointment of 
their preſumptuous Hopes, when 
they ſhall hear that ſad Greeting, 
Who bath required theſe things at your 
bands ? 

This Right chen of Merit and 
Purchaſe is excluded, and no Man 
can have a Right ro Heaven upon 
the Account of the Worth and Va- 
lue of his Works. 

There is therefore a Threefold 


A three- 
fold Right 


Right which they that do the Come +o Hea- 


Ven, 
mandments. of God have to Heaven, 


and Eternal Happineſs, 
F 4 1. They 


— 
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Th 'ey bave a Ri ight of Evidence. 
2. They bave a Right of Inheritance, 
3. They have a Right of Promiſe, 
1. Obedience ro Gods Comes 
4R2%' mandments gives us a Right of Evis 
dence to Eternal Lite. He is judged 
to have the beſt Right ro an Eftace, 
who can produce the beſt Evidence 
for it. Nov the beſt Evidence that 
can be ſhewn for Heaven, is our 
unfeigned Obedience ; All other 
things that Men may rely upan tq 
juſtifie cheir Ticle, will prove but 
forged Deeds, to which only the 
Spirit of Preſumprion or Enthuſiaſm 
hath ſer his Seal, and not the Spirit 
of God ; 'and therefore we find how 
miſerably the Confidence-of thoſe 
Wretches were diſmounted, and 
their Hopes fruſtrared, who came 
Math. 7.3 wich Lord, Lord, Have we not pro- 
'” "pbeſied in thy Nane, and in thy Name 
caſt out Devils, and m thy Name have 
dune many wonderful Works * All this 


may 


| 


| 
| 
i 
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may be, and yet be no good Title, 
no good Evidence for Heaven ; for 
if thoſe who caſt. our Devils, have 
not caſt out their Luſts; it choſe 
who propheſie in his Name, by their 
Sins diſhonour and blaſpheme thar 
Name ; if thole who are Workers 
of Miracles, are yet Warkers of Ini- 
quity, he profeſſeth againſt them, 
that be knows them not ; and come 
mands them to depart from him for Ma 
ever, as Workers of Iniquity ; whereas 
on the contrary, we fnd a joyful 
and bleſſed Sentence pronounced 
upon others, according to the E,vi- 
dence brought in for them by their 
good Works ; ſo our Lord him(elt 
cells us, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, 


inherit the Kingdom prepared for you : , Wo 


for I was bungry, and ye gave me Meat ; 
for I was thirſty, and ye gave me Drink ; 
a Stranger, and ye took me in ; naked, 
and ye cloathed me ; ſick and in Priſon, 

and ye viſited me, This Particle [For ] 
. IS 
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is not a Note of Cauſality or Merit, 
bur only of Evidence 8 for 45 Evidens 
ces prove our Right to our Poſſeſs 
fions, fo likewiſe our Obedience and 
good Works do effeftually prove 
che Right which we have to Ecernal 
Life, through Chriſt's Purchaſe, 
and Gods free Donation ; and 
therefore the Evidence being clear, 
the Sentence mult in Equity proceed 
accordingly. God, as a juſt and 
righteous Judge, inſtates them in 
the Poſleſſion of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, becauſe they viſited, and 
releived, and cheriſhed his Son in his 
Members : Not that their Love to 
him, or their Charity to them pur- 
chaſed any ſuch Right ; but only 
proves and evinceth it ; It is not 
che Canſe of their Juſtification, bur 
a Reaſon why God declares them 
juſtifted ; as the Deeds which I pro- 
duce are the Reaſon.why an Eſtate 
is adjudged mine, though the _ 
0 
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of my Tule co it be either my own 
Purchaſe, or anothers Gift, As 
therefore thoſe are ſaid to have no 
Right nor Title to what they pre- 
tend, who can ſhew no Evidence 
for it; ſo thole who obey not the 
holy Will and Commands of God, 
have no Right to the Tree of Life, 
becauſe they have no Evidence to 
ſhew, nor no Plea to urge for it, 
bur will certainly be caſt in cheir 
Suit. 

2. Thoſe that do God's Come 2. 
mandments have a Right of Heir» rh 
ſhip, and Inberitance unto Eternal Life; 
for they are born of God, and there» 
fore Heaven is their Patrimony, 
their Paternal Eftace; for ſo are 
the Words of the Apoſtle, Every «Jor2.29. 
one that doth Righteouſneſs, is bom of 
God ; And if they are born of God, 
then, - according to the Apoſtle's 
Argumentation, If Children, then xan.13 
Hlews, Heirs of God, and Joint Hews 
with 
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with C briſt, who is the Heir of all things, 

The Trial of thy. Legitimation, 

whether thou art a true and ge- 

nuine Son. of God, will lie upon 

thy Obedience to his Commands ; 

Fo 133.9, For in this, fays the Apoſtle, the Chil- 

| _ drenof God are manifeſt, and the Chil- 

h dren of the Devil : Whoſoever is born of 

God, doth not commit Sin ; and whoſo- 

ever doth not Righteouſneſs, is not of 

God. Now it by our Obedience 

and Dutifulneſs it appears that we 

are indeed the Children of God, 

our Father will certainly give us a 

Child's Portion, and that is no lels 

- than a Kingdom. Sofaith our Sa- 

Luk.12.32 yiour, Fear not, little Flock ; it is your 

Father's good pleaſure to give you the 
Kingdom. 

. 3+ Thoſe that do God's Come 

#*2"'% mandments have a Right to Erernal 

Life, by Promiſe and Stipulation ; and 

Tit. 1-2. therefore it -is called Eternal Life, 

which God that cannot lie bath promiſed, 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, 


the whole Tenour of the 


Goſpel is nothing elſe but the Exhi- 
bition of this Promiſe, and a Come 


ment upon It. 


This is the Summ 


of the Goſpel, the Terms of the 
Covenant, the Indenture made be» 


eween God and Man ; If thou wilt att. 19 


enter intd Life, ſays our Saviour, keep 


the Commandments. 


And in anccher 


place our Lord tells us, Not ev4- Matth, 7. 
ry one that ſaith unto-me Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; 


but be that doth the Will of my Father 


Which 15 


And thus you ſee what Right it 
is, that Obedience to the Com- 


mands of God gives us to Eternal 
Life : A Eight of Evidence, a Right of 


in Heaven. 


Heir ſhip, and a Right of Promiſe. 
But, may ſome ſay, Is not this again ObjeAion. 


fo eſtabli 


Works ; 


/h the antiquated Covenant 
Do this, and live 2 And doth 
not this abdliſh the Law of 


Faith, He 


that believer {hall be ſaved ? Is it 


not 
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Anſwer. 
dice unto Faith ; for we ſtill affirm, 


not the Office of Faith alone to convey 
wito 1s a Right and Title unto Eternal 
Life * 

T anſwer, No, it dath no preju- 


that our original and fundamental 
Right to Heaven is grounded, not 
upon our Obedience, but Chriſt's , 
not upon our Works, but upon his ; 
bis Merits and- Purchaſe, which, 
through Faith, are imparted and 
imputed to us. Yet give me leave 
eo (ay, that I chink the, Notion of 
Juſtifying and Saviog Faith is very 
euch, if nor generally miſtaken by 
us: And as the Soul is the moſt 
noble, and moſt vital Principle 
of Man, and yer is moſt unknown 
to him what-it is, and how it 0+ 
perates;. ſo Faith, which is che vi- 
cal Principle of Chriſtians, and by 
which the Juſt are ſaid to live, is 
yet moſt unknown, both as to its 
Nature and Operations, unto. the 
Gene- 
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Generality ot them : Some place ic 
in Aſſurance, ſome in Aﬀhance and 
Recumbence ; ſome in one A of 
Faith, and ſome in another ; which 
areeither the Effects of Faith as true, 
or the Degrees of it as ſtrong, ra- 
ther than the proper and adequate 
Nature and Eſſence of it ; and then 
they mightily puzzle themſelves 
how to accord and reconcile Faith 
and Obedience in carrying on the 
great Work of our Salvation, which 
yet were never at a variance about 
it, butonly in their miſtaken Hypo- 
theſis : For what is Faith, but an A(- 
ſent to a Teſtimony ? The very 
force and import of the Word can 
carry no other Senſe: And he thar 
faith he believes, muſt needs mean 
he believes ſome Record or Teſti» 
mony ; or elle he ſpeaks that which 
ncither himſelf, nor any other can 
underſtand. Conſequently theres 
fore a Divine Faith muſt be an Al- 
£2267" | ſenr 
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ſent to a; Divine Teſtimony ; thar 
is, to the Word of God contained 
in the Holy Scriptures. But now 
if this Faith reſt only in a bare and 
naked Afﬀent to the Fruth of Di- 
vine Revelation,it is but Hiſtorical 
and -Dogmatical ; which, though 


it be a Divine Faith in reſpedt of 


the Objects believed, yer is ir but 
Humane and Natural in reſpect of 
ts Principle and Motives. But 
when'this' Aſſent to the Truths of 
the Scripture 15 joined with propors 
tionable Aﬀections to thoſe 1 ruths, 
and doth excite us ro Actions con- 
formabie to the Diſcoveries of the 
Divine Will, there this Faith is Ju- 
ſtifying and Saving. And certains 
ly this is not ſovery diſtant from 
Obedience,as to be thought hardly 
reccncileable with its As for In- 
ſtance, A Man may givea bare A(- 
ſent ro this great Goſpel-'T ruth, thar 
Jeſus Chriit came into the World to ſave 


Sinners, 
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Sinners, and yet this Faith may nor 
ſave him, becauſe it may be unope- 
rative, and paſs no farther than the 
AR of the Underſtanding : This is 
a dead Faith, which can never bring 
any Man to Heaven; yea, ſuch a 


Faith as the very Devils and Damned jam. 2. 19 


Spirits in Hell have, who believe and 
tremble, Another Man believes the 
ſame Truth, and aflents to the ſame 
Propoſicion ; bur this his Aſent ins 
fuencerh his Aﬀections, and go- 
verns his Actions, in Conformity 
to the Nature and Conſequences of 
ſuch a Belief: And becaule he is 
aſſured rhar Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the:World to be the Saviour of it, 
therefore he loves him, truſts in 
him,. relies upon him, hopes in his 
Promiſes, and obeys his Come 


mands. And this, indeed, is a truer So 
Saving, Juſtifying Faith ; for Ss 


ving Faich is a firm Aſſent unto the 


Truths of God revealed inthe holy 
- vcr1- 
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Scriptures, working in us propor» 
tionable Afﬀections and Actions. 
He who fo believes the Glory of Hea- 
yen, as to have his Endeavours 
chereby quickned to uſe his urmoſt 
Diligence for the obtaining of it : 
He who fo believes the Torments of 
Hell, as thereby to be terrified from 
doing any thing that might expoſe 
him co ſo great and feartul a Con- 
demnation : He who 1o. believes 


the Attributes of God, as thereby to 


be exciced ro fear him for his Great= 
neſs, to love him for his Goodneſs, 
co imitate him in his Bounty, Pus 
rity, and Holineſs : He who fo be- 
lieves the All- ſufficiency, Merits, - and 
Mediatory Office of Teſs Chriſt, as 
thereby to be:engaged with all his 


Soul to love him, to truſt in him, - 


ro rely upon him alone for Salva- 
vation, and to yield to him all fin- 
cere Obedience, as the Law re- 
quires ; ſuch an ones Faith is Saving 
and 
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and Juſtifying. So that you ſee 

there is no ſuch Diſcord between 
Faith and Works, as ſome would 
imagine ; for that Faich that ſaves 


us, muſt work by Love; and thoſe Gu. x. 6; 


Works which capacicate us for Sal- 


vation, mult be the Obedience of Faith, —_ 16, 


as it is called, Rom. 16. 26, 


Now, Whar is the End of all 1{ſc, 


chis, but to preſs you to true pratti- 
cal Holineſs, and a ſtrict Obedience 
tro the Commandments of God ? 
If I ſhould go from one Perſon to 
another, and ask you one by one, 
Do you hope to be {aved ? Where 
iz the Man that would not teſtifhe 
the Confidence of his Hopes, by 
his Diſdain at the Queſtion? Yea, 
bur remember that Salvation is 2 
licigious Claim, and you have a 
powertul Advyerlary that puts in a 
ſtrong Plea againlt you,eventhe Ju- 
ſtice of God,and his Eternal Wrath 
and Vengeance ; whole Ticleto us, 
G 2 were 
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were it but better weighed and con- 
fidered, would wotully ſtagger the 
Hopes of moſt Men, and make their 
Faces gather Blackneſs, and ſmite 
their Hearts with Amazement, and 
their Knees with Trembling. In 
a Mactter of ſuch infinice Importance, 
it highly concerns us to examine 
our Right and Title, and to peruſe 
and try our Evidences, leſt at the 
Day of Trial we be caſt in our Suit, 
and pay dreadful Damages unto the 
Juſtice of God. | 

Only thoſe who do God's Command- 
ments have this Right to the Tree of 
Life. Chriſt hath indeed purcha- 
fed Salvation tor all, bur be is the 
Author of Salvation only to thoſe who obey 
him, as the Author to the Hebrews 
ſpeaks : And, Without Holineſs no Man 
ſhall ever fee the Lord. The Inheri- 


tance is indeed purchaſed, but where 


are your Evidences of your Heirſhip? 
Sirs, flatter not your ſelves with any 
Vain 
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vain Conceits of the Mercy of the 
Goſpel, ia prejudice to the Autho- 
rity of the Law : "The Command- 
ments are the Stature-Law of God's 
Kingdom, the Goſpel is his Court 
of Chancery ; bur neither Juſtice 
nor Equity will relieve thoſe who 
have not done their utmoſt to ob- 
ſerve his Statute-Law ; and there» 
fore thoſe who indulge themſelves 
in their Sloth, and wilful Negle&, 
both of what they ought, and 
might have done, do but deceive 
their Souls with vain Hopes ; they 
have no Right to the Eternal Inheri- 
tance, but their Portion muſt for 
ever be, with Dogs and Swine, with- 
out the holy City, into which no un- 
clean thing ſhall ever enter. And 
it any think chis Legal Preaching, 
let mine ever be ſo, 
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CHEALS I: GC. 


ACT. 2. 24 


IV hom God hath raiſed up, has 
wing looſed the Pains of 


Death, becauſe it was not 
poſſuble that he ſhould be 
holden of it. 


m—_— Religion is founded ! og 
upon ſuch myſterious and ſu- 
pernatural Truths, and the Prin- 
ciples of ic are ſo paradoxal to the 
rcceived Opinions of Mankind , 
chat the greateſt Perſecution it ever 
found in the World, was not fo 
much from Fire and Sward, why 

an 


The Reſurreftion 


and 'I ortures, the evident Cruel- 
ties of the firſt Oppoſers of it, as 


from the Magiſterial Di&ates of 


artial and corrupt Reaſon. 

The Philoſophers, whom Tertullian 
calls rhe Patrons of Hereticks, have 
eſtabliſhed two peremprory Mas 
xims, utterly repugnant unto what 
the Scripture reveals to ns, both con- 
cerning our Happineſs & Comfort ; 

The one is, Ex nhilo,nihil habetur : Out 
of nothing, nothing can be made ; dire» 
ly levell'd againſt the Creation of 
the World. And the other is, A 
privatione ad habitum non datur Regre/- 
. ſus: There is no Reſtoration of the ſame 
Bemg, after a total Corruption and Diſe 
ſolution of it ; which till continues a 
great Prejudice apainſt the Reſur- 
reftion of our Bodies; which the 
Oracles of Reaſon have {6 much trou- 
þled the World with, that whats 
ſoever ſfeem'd jn the leaſt contradis 
Qory to it, they judged contradi- 

| Cory 
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ory to common Seale, and ex- 

loded ir as ridiculous and impoſ- 
ſible. Under theſe great Diſad- 
vantages the Chriſtian Religion la- 
bourd, whilſt ic not only own'd 
the Creation -of the World out of 
nothing, formerly deſcribed by Mo- 
ſes ; but more clearly and openly 
atteſted the ReſurreQion of the 
Dead, which before was not either 
foclearly known, or ſoclearly pro» 
ved; for theſe Docrines were held 
ſo abſurd by the great Sophiſters of 
the World, whofte Minds were too 
deeply tin&turd with contrary No- 
tions, that they look d upon the 
Chriſtian Religion as a Deſign rather 
ro deſtroy Keaſon, than to ſave the 
Soul ; accounting ir a very abſurd 


thing co believe in a crucihed Sa- 


viour, as being a Perſon weak and 
impotent ; or the future Reſurre- 
ction, as being a thing utrerly im: 
pallible. 


We 
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* 3Cor.1, 


We find the Apoſtle to the Corin” 
thians, complaining chat the Greeks, 
who were then the great Maſters of 
Wiſdom and Learning, cſteemed a 
crucified Chriſt Fooliſhneſs, and 
thought thoſe Men little befriended 
by Reaſon, that would depend for 
Life upon one that loſt his own; and 
ventureto take off the Shameſulneſs 
of the Croſs, or to ſilence thole Scoffs 
that were caſt upon them for their 
Credulity, who afhirm the wonder- 
ful Reſurrefion of a dead Saviour, 
and his glorious Triumph over 
Death and the Grave. For this ſeem» 
ed to them no other than to lolve 
an Ablurdicy by an Impoſhbility, 
and make Reaſon more ſuſpicious, 
in that they judged the Fundamen- 
tals of Reaſon muſt be overthrown, 
to make the Fundamentals of Chris 
ſtianity any way tolerable or pol- 
ible. Wherefore we find that even 
at Athens, that great Concourſe of 
Wits, 
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Wits, where all the Sef# of Philoſo- 
phers made their common Retreat; 
yer when St. Panl preached to them 
eſus, and the KeſurreAion, this Do- 
rine ſeem'd ſo abſurd and fooliſh 
co them, and lo contrary to all 
Principles of right Keaſon, that they 
forgot that Civility that uſually is 
found in Men of inquiſtive Spirits, 
and brake out into open Reproaches 


and Revilings ; What will this Babler a&.11.18 


ſay? becauſe he preached to them Jeſus, 
and the Reſurreftion. No doubt they 
wanted not very [pecious Argue 
ments to urge againſt the Reſurre- 
flion of the Body : As firſt, The 
Impoſſibility of a RecolleCtion of 
the diſperſed Particles of Men, re- 
ſolved into their Elements, and 
ſcatrer'd by the four Winds of Hea- 
ven; though ir might be very well 
retorted on the Epicureans, who dif- 
puted with St. Paul, againſt the Re- 
ſurreJion, that it was not fo unlikely 
a thing, 
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Matth. 22. 


a thing that chere might be a Re-n- 
nion of the ſcatterd Parts of the 
ſame Man, as the fortuitous Con- 
courſe of Attoms at the firft Making 
of the World ; yet this 0bjeftion 0- 
verbore and prevaild wich Heathens, 
that when they burnt the Bodies of 
Chriſtians, they caſt their Athes into 
the Rivers, to confure their Hopes 
of ever being raiſed again; from 
whenee they ſhould be carried away 
mo an unknown Occan, and there 
be made the Sport of Winds and 
Waves. Burt what our Saviour lays 
upon the ſame Occaſion ro the Sad- 
duces, may be {aid unto thele Men 
Jou err, not Knowing the Scriptures, nor 
the Power of God : For valels cheir 
Parts could-be ſcatter d beyond the 
reach of Omnipatency, unleſs they 
could be ground fo ſmall, as ro 
icape the Knowl:d2e and Care of God, 
who ordereth and rangeth every 
Mote that plays up and down in 
che 
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the Sun-beams, this Diſperſion of. the 
Body proves not the Impoſſibility 
of their Union, becauſe the Power 
and Providence of God will gather 
up every Duſt, and rally them te. 
gether again, into the ſame Place... 
and Order as now they are. : | 
Another Argument -againſt the 9 | 
Reſurrefion of the Body, may be the ] 
various Changes dead Bodies unders 
go; being firſt turnd into Earth, 


—_ 


Herbs, that becoming Nouriſhmenc 
for other Men or Beaſts, that Nou- 
riſhment again paſſing into their 
Subſtance, making a kind of Tranſ- 
migration of Bodies, as Pythagoras 
would have there was of Souls : 
which is very evident in the Caſe 
of Anthropomerphites, and Men-Eaters, 
who have, of ſeveral parts of other 
Mens Bodies, compounded their 
own. And ſo the ſame Queſtion 
may be demanded, which the Sad- 
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duces asked our Saviour, concerning 
the ſeven Brethren that married the 
ſame Woman, whoſe Wife of the ſe- 
ven ſhe ſhould be at the Reſurrettion ? 
So here, thoſe Parts thar belonged 
to fo many Men, to which of them 
belong they in the Keſurreion, with- 
out detriment to the reſt ? Here the 
ſame Anſwer occurrs, that Chriſt 


. gave them ; You err, not knowing the 


Scriptures, nor the Power of God ; who 
is the beſt Judge of Property, and 
can reſolve all chole Parts, by which 
any Nouriſhment hath been recet- 
ved by any other Creatures, unto 
their own proper Bodtes again. 

And thus it appears, thele Argus 
ments againſt the teſurreftion of the 
Body, amount not to prove the Im- 
poſſibiliry of the Effect ; bur only 
the Supernatural Almighty Power 
of tne Efhcient. Wherefore, gran- 
ting the keſurreion impoſſible, ac- 
cording to the Original Courſe of 
Natural 
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Natural Things , yer when an Ome 
nipotenc Arm doth interpoſe, which 
gives Laws unto it, who dares to 
lay, the Creature may. be brought 
to luch a State of Diſlolution, as 
may out-reach the Dominion of 
the Almighty Creator. 

Upon thele Grounds it is, thaf 
the Apoſile urgerh, why it ſhould be ac 6. g, 
thought a ſtrange and mcredible thing 
that God ſhould raiſe the Dead ; and in 
the Text, that he aſlerts che Reſurres 
Gon of Chriſt, And to prevent any 
fallacious Cavils againſt ic, he 
{news, 

Firſt, That God raiſed him from the 1. 
Dead ; and therefore it was not to _—_ 
be accounted a thing impoſlible, #»:. 
fince ro God nothing could imply a 
Contradiction. 

Secondly, He doth not only aſſert II. 
the Pollibility, but the Impoullibiliz 

ty of his final Contiauance under 
the Power of Death. "The Grave 
H that 
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Act.3. 13, 
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fed from the Dead. 


that graſps and retains all other 
Mortals, was not able to detain 
him who hath Immortality and 
Life dwelling in himſelf : It was not 
poſſible be ſhould be holden of it, there- 
fore God hath raiſed him vp, looſmg 
the Pains of Death, Whom God raiſed 
4p : Here is the Efficient Cauſe of 
Chrift's Feſurreflion, in the concur- 
rent Action of the whole Trinity ; 
for all that God doth our of himſelf, 
1s aſcribed co all the T hree Perſons. 
Sometimes tt 13 aſcribed to the Fa- 
ther, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; The God 
of Abraham, and of Ifaac, and of Ja- 
cob, the God of our Fatbers, hath glo- 
rified | ps Son Jefus, whom ye delivered 
1p, and denied the Holy One, and the 
Fuit, deſwing a Murtherer ; and killed 
the Prince of "Life, Whom God bath rat- 
SOMetImMes It 1s 
aſcribed to the Son, who by the in- 
finice Power of his Diviniry, raiſed 
up his Humane Nature trom-the 
Grave : 


of Christ, 
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Grave: So our Saviour himlfelt tells 


us, 1 lay down my Life of my ſelf : I job. 3. 18. 


have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up ayain, The ſame 
may be collected of the Eoly Ghoſt, 


from the Words of the Apoſtle ; If Roms. T 


the Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from 
the Dead dwell im you, he that raiſed up 
Chrift from the Dead, ſhall alſo quicken 
your mortal Bodies by bis Spirit, - Now 
if che Spirit of God can quicken our 
Bodies, the ſame Spirit alſo can 
quicken the Body of Criſt, fince 
it is the ſame Spirit that quickeng 
both the Head, and the Members. 

Having loofed the Pains of Death: 
In ſome Copies it is, Having looſed 
the Pains of Hell ; which poſſibly 
gave Occaſion to that fond Opinion 
of ſome, that Chriſt deſcended in- 
ro Hell, arid there undervwenc the 
Patas and Penalties of that internal 
Place, as full SatisfaCtion co the Ju- 
ſtice of God; and thar.cthiſe were 
by 2 the 
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Joh. 18. 3©. 


the Pains God raiſed or looſed him 
from in his Reſurrefiion. Burt this 
Conceit is erroneous and extrava- 
gant,and deſerves no ferious Con- 
tucation, eſpecially becaule ir plain- 
ly contradicts Chriſt's Conſummatum 
eſt upon the Croſs ; for when Chriſt 
had undergone his Sufferings on the 
Croſs, he faid, It is finiſhed, and ſo 
gave up the Ghoſt. It Chriſt there- 
fore did undergo any farther Suffe- 
rings and Pains than thoſe Suffe- 
rings he underwent on the Crols, 
thoſe Sufferings would have been 
ſo far from being compleated and 
finiſhed, that chey would have been 
bur the Preludium, and Beginning 
of his Sorrows. Having looſca the 
Pains of Death, it implies no more 
but thar God raiſed Felus Chriſt 
from Death, which, after many 
dolorous Pains, he ſuffered. |r fols 
lows, It was not poſſible be ſhould be 
holden of it, 'T his is that I intend 
prin- 
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orincipally ro inſiſt upon ; and here 


I ſhall ſhew upon woart Accounts 1c 
was altogether impoſiible forChrilt 
to be detained under the Power of 
Death ; and my Arguments for the 
Proof hereof are thele thar follow. 

Firſt, Ic was impoſlible Chriſt oro 
ſhould be held under the Power of an os 
Death, becauſe of that great and nder the 
ineffable Myſtery of che Hypoſta- Deck, 
tical Union of the Divine and Hu- L 
mane Nacure in the Perſon of Chriſt, 154 
There are three Wnions, the Belief farica 
of which are the Foundation of the 
greateſt pare of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which are wholly beyond the reach 
of Reaſon : The HMyitical Union of 
a Believer unto Chriſt : The Union; 
or rather Unity of che chree Glorious 
Perſons, the Father, the Son, and the 
Hoely Ghoſt, in one Nature ; and 
this Hypoſtatical Union of two Nas 
tures in one Perſon, in the Media- 
tor. Itis a Myſtery Angels pry into, 
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and adore, with Wonder and Aſtos 
nifkment, how the Eternal, only 
begacten Son of God ſhould aſſume 
Fiſh ro himſelf, in fo cloſe and in- - 
timate 2 Conjundtion, that though 
he be Eternal, yet he ſhould be 
born.; thoug h he be Immorcal, yer 
he ſhould ably die; and though he 
were truly dead, yet he ſhould raiſfg 
. hicafelf ro Life 2gain, Thele are 
things that ſeem very inconfiltenr 
one with another, yet they. truly 
come to paſs through this mjracus 
tous Union, which tranſcends. the 
Reach of Reaſon, as far as theſe 
things do that of Nature. Thar 
the fame Perſon that is Frernal, 
ſhoald be young ; yea, be born in 
the: Fulneſs of Time. That the 
fame Perſon that hath Immortality 
and Life dwelling in himſelt,fhould 
alſo die a ſhameful and accurſed 
Death. T hart the ſame Perſon that 
was truly and really dead, yet had 
a power 
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a POWEr ro quicken and recover 
himſelf, Joh. 10.18. And this was 


—— 


it which declared him to be the Son of Rom.r. 4 


God with Power, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
even by bis Reſurretion from the Dead, 
And indeed, if he had not riſen 
from the Dead, the Deity would 
have ſuffered in the Opinion of the 
World ; nor would they have be- 
lieved him to be the Son of Gad, 
who would ſuffer himſelf ro lieun- 
der the Dominion of Death, longer 
than the End of his Death required 
it : And this I ſhall demonſtrate to 
you by rwo Arguments ; only pre- 
miſing this, which 1s a common 
and true Maxim among Divines ; 
That when the Natural Union between 
Cbriſt's Body and Soul was diſſolved, 
yet both Soul and Body did retain the 
Hypoſtatical Union to the Divine Na- 
ture, The Divine Nature was united 
to the Body of Chrift, when the Soul was 
ſeparated from it. | 

H 4 I. If 
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I. If Chriſt could nor have rai- 
ſed himſelf, it muſt have been ei- 
ther from a Want of Power, or from 
a Want of Will todoit. Hecould 
not want Power to raiſe himſelf, 
becauſe he was God , equal in 
Power, and in all other Divine Ate 
tributes, with the Father. As the 
Reſurreftion of the Dead is not impot- 
fible ro the infinite Power of God, 
ſo neither can it be that that God 
who had a Will to affume our Fleſh, 
ſhonld want a Will co raile it up : 
That that God who fo lov'd the 
Humane Nature, as to aflociate it 
into Oneneſs of Perſon with him- 
ſelf, ſhould yer ſuffer it ro continue 
under the power of Death, which 
1s, of all things, moſt contrary to 
his natural Inclinations. We fee 
Chriſt, in his Agony, prayed molt 
fervently that the bitter Cup might 
paſs from him, infomuch thar he 
ſtrained clotred Blood through 
him : 


bog eds * Wa as 


Perion : As Man, fo he abhorred 
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him; and certainly, one Ingre- 
dient into thag Cup was the Separa# 
tion of Soul and Body by Death ; 
which 1s that which even innocent 
Nature it ſelf abhorred, as deſtru- 
Ctive to him; yer having taken our 
Nacure upon him for this very End, 


that by Death he might deſtroy him that tcb.,14. 


had the power of Death, that is, the De- 
vil, he voluntarily ſubmitted hims 
ſelf ro undergo ic ; and this End be» 
ing fully accompliſh d by his Death, 
and the Truth of his Death likewiſe 
atteſted by his lying three Days in 
the Earth, it was alcogether impoſ- 
ſible. that that Perſon who had an 
Abhorrence of Death, and a Power 
to raiſe himſelf, ſhould continue 
longer under the Arreſt and Domi- 
nionof it. And this is the firſt De- 
monſtration of the Neceſlity of the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, upon the 
Account of both Natures in one 
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the Separation of Soul-and Body ; 
as God, ſo he was able to re-unite 
them : So that having, as Man, a 
Detire to live, and as God, a Power 
to live, it was impoſſible for him 
to be holden of Death. 

Il. Becauſe of the Union of the 
Divine and Humane Nature in the 
Perfon of Chriſt, it was impoſſible 
that. his Fleſh ſhould ſee Corru- 
prorf; which yer it muſt certainly 
have done, had he not been raiſed 
in a ſhort ſpace after his Death. 
For fince Chriſt's Body was not a 
phantaſtical Body, as lome of old 
held, but made of true Fleſh, and 
of the ſame Temper and Conſtitu- 
tion with ours, it muſt, without a 
Miracle, have undergone ſuch Chane 
ges after Death as ours ſhall do; 
and to imagine the contrary, is but 
to feign one Miracle, to avoid the 


| neceſſity of another, even of the 


Reſwrettion. But now, it was ut- 
terly 
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eerly impoſſible-char chart Body that 
was united to both Natures, by fo 
clote and unconceivable a Bond, 
thould ever ſee Corruption ; chat 
is, a Putrefation in the Grave : 

'k his the Scripture clearly aflerrs to 


us; Thou welt not leave my Soul in ad... 48. 


Hell, neitber wilt thou ſuffer thine Hs 
ly One to ſee Corruption. And allo, 
becauſe all Bodies that are corrue 
pred turn jaro fome other Thing, 
and ſome other Nature, accordin 
ro thar undaybred Maxim of the 
Philofophers, Corruptio unius e ft Gene- 
ratio alterius : And fo this horrid and 
blaſphemous Conſequence would 
follow, that the Divine Nature of 
the Son of God might have been 
joyned to fome other, So thart ir 
was neceflary thar Chriſt ſhould be 
railed again, before any Corruption 
or Purrefaction, by ordinary Courſe 
of Nature, iezed uEOn him, 


Thus 
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Thus I have proved by theſe two 
Arguments, that becaule of the Hy- 
poſtatical Union of the Divine and 
Humane Nature of Chriſt in one 
Perſon, it was alrogether impoſſible 
he could be holden of Death. 

II. Secondly, Another Argument is this, 
It was impoſſible Chriſt ſhould be 
holden of Death, becauſe of God's 
Veracity, and the Truth of thoſe 
Prediftions which were before 
made concerning - Chriſt, 1n-thoſe 
many Types and Propheies of the 01d 
Teſtament ; all which Gods Faith- 
fulneſs ſtood engaged to fulfil. I 
ſhall only mention that famous 
Prediftion which St. Peter here 1ub- 
joins, as a Proof of the Subject I 
am now treating upon : It was not 


__ 2% poſſible, ſays he, that Chriſt ſhould be 


holden of Death ; for God, faith the 
Apoſtle, as David ſaith concerning 
him ; .Thou w:/t not lcave my Soul in 
Hell, nor ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee 


C or- 
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Corruption. And this Propheſie the 


Apoſtle quotes out of the Pſalmiſt ; vru1s.10 


which, char it did not belong to 


David, nor did he ſpeak ir concer- 
ning himſelf, when he indicted 


nat P/alm, the Apoſtle proves, Ver. _ 25, 


29, 30. of this Chapter ; where he © 
proves that David was dead and bus 
ried, and underwent the common 
Lot that all other dead Bodies did, 
putretying and mouldering away 
in the Earth ; and therefore he 
was not that Hl One that ſhould 
never {ee Corruption, becaule that 
Prophecy muſt belong to ſuch an one 
who mult (o taſte of Death ; and 
this is clearly implied in the former 
Exorciſion, Thou Wilt not leave my 
Soul in He 1l, that is, in the State of 
the Nead, for ſo is Hell to be un- 
derſtnod there, as I ſhall ſhew 
more at large : Neither could ir 
belong to any of thole who, before 
Chritt, were raiſed miraculouſly 
from 
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from the Dead, and brought back 
our of the State of Death ; yet was 
it not in ſuch a manner, that they 
were not to return again tO it : 50 
that if chey did not-in the firſt, yer 
in their ſecond Dying they ſaw 
Corruption. 'This then could be- 
long ro none of them, and there- 
fore muſt of neceſſity belong to 
Chriſt. And ſince the Apoitle lays 
ſo much ſtreſs on this Argument, 
give me leave a little to conſider 
the meaning of ir, and how it is 
applicable ro him, And here I 
{hall noc trouble you with the va- 
rious Opinions of thoſe that have at» 
rempred-ro interpret thele Words, 
Thou Wilt not leave my Soul im Hell ; 
that by this Hell,into which Chriſt 
deſcended,is meant the place of the 
Damned, where he preached rhe 
Goſpl ra them, freeing thoſe that 
would heleive from their Pains. 
Ochers think that this Hell, into 
which 
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which Chriſt deſcended, was one 
great Particion of it, called Lymbus 
Patrum, the Repolitory of the Souls 
of thoſe Fathers who died in Obe- 
dience ro God, and in Faith to the 
HMeſſias, before Chriſt came in 
the Fleſh : And the Reaſon of his 
Deſcent thither was, that he mighe 
releaſe thoſe Souls from Chains , 
and carry them with him to Hea- 
ven ; ſo chatever lince, that Mans 
fion in Hell hath been left void, 
without any Inhabitants. Bue this 
Opinion is not capable of any ſuffi- 
cient Proof ; I ſhall cherefore give 
you that Interpretation and Judg- 
ment which carries with it the 
ſtrongeſt Current, both of Scripture 
and Reaſon. The Word Hades, 
that we tranſlate Hell, is very of- 
ren, by the Septuagint, in the 01d 
Teſtament, uled to ſignihe the Grave, 
or the State of the Dead. Soin 


Gen. 44+ Jſhades, we tranſlate it the Gmnyy 31 


Grave ; 
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Grave, but ir is the ſame Word 
that is uſed for Hell in the Text, 
And thus the Word is uſed in 
other places of Scripture, as alſo in 
other Authors, to ſignihe the Place 
and State of the Dead, and of ſe- 
parate Souls. And for the leas 
ving the Soul of Chriſt in Hades, 
or in Hell, we muſt knorw, that ir 
is a thing that is not unuſual in 
Scripture, to call a Man that is dead 
by the Name of Soul : So the Se- 
ptuagint tranſlate that place in Levi- 
Levit. 21: fiCys, They ſhall not be defiled with 

dead Souls, meaning dead Carca- 
les, neither ſhall they go into any dead 
Souls, the Word is dead Bodies. 
Bur nor to detain you any longer 
on this Speculation, though of 
great uſe for the right underſ{tan- 
ding of this excellent place of Scri- 
pture: It we take Hell for the 
Grave, we muſt take the Soul for 
the Body ; Thou wilt not leave my Body 


in 
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i the Grave :- Biit if:by Hell be here 
underſtood the Stare of- Death, that 
is, theState- of- Separarion of Soul 
and Body, the Interpretation will: 
be more ealte and natural, Thou 
wilt nt leave my Soul in” a Srate' of 
Separation from the Body, but wilt 
certainly unite chem rogether as 
gain, and raiſe me up before 1 
{hall- feel ' Corruption. Thus -1I 
have given you.the-Interpreration 
of 'the Prophecy of David, which, 
upon'the Account of God's Truth 
and” Veracity; was to take effect 
in the: Reſurreftin of our. Saviour ; 
and therefore being foretold he 
ſhould not ſee Corruption, the Faich- 
tulneſs of God was obliged within 
that time inviolably to raiſe him 
ip.” And that is the ſecond Reas 
ſon why ic was impoſſible Chriſt 
ſhould :be holden of Death, be- 
cauſe it was forerold. of. him, that - 
| his 
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bis Soul ſhould not reſt m Hell ; that 
is, either his Body in the Grave, 
or his Soul ia a State of Separation 
from his Body. 


Thirdly, Another Argument is this : 
It was impoſſible Chrift could be holden 
Death, upon the Account of God's 


WT Juſtice. For Juſtice, as jt doth ob- 


lige to inflict Puniſhment upon'the 
Guilty, ſo alſo to abſolye and ac- 
quit the Innocent. Now, though 
Chriſt knew no Sim, yet. was he 
made Sin for 4 ; that is, our” Sins 
were imputed to, and charged 
npon him, and ſo, through a vo- 
tuntary Suſception . and Underta- 
king of them, he became guilty of 
chem : Hereupon Divine Juſtice 
fezed upon him, as being our 
Sarecy, and demanded Satisfaction 
from him for our Offences : Now 
no other Satisfa&tion would be ac- 
ceptable 
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ceptable unto God, nor commen- 
ſurate to our Sins, but the beating 
of an infinite Load of Wrath and 
Vengeance ; which if it had been 
laid upon us, muſt have been pro- 
longed to an Eternity of Suffes 
rings; for becauſe we are finite 
Creatures, we cannor bear infaire 
Degrees of Wrath at once, and 
therefore we mult have lain under 
thoſe infinite Degrees of Wrath to 
an infinite Duration : Bur now 
Chriſt being God , he could bear 
the Load of infinite Degrees of 
Wrath ac once upon him. In that 
one bitter Draught,the whole Cup 
of that Fury and Wrath of God, 
that we ſhould have been everla- 
ſtingly a drinking off, by little 
Drops, Chriſt drank off at once. 
Now it is the Natare and Conflits- 
tion of all Laws, that when a Per- 
fon by undergoing the Penalty that 
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thoſe Laws $ require, hath made 
ſatisfa&tion for the Offence com- 
mitted, the Perſon ſatisfying vughc 
to be. protected. as innocent. Ir 
could not therefore conſiſt with 
the Jſtice of God, that when Chrilt 
had ſatizhed his urmoſt Demands, 
that any of the puniſhment due to 

our- Sins, for which he ſatished, 
thould have lain upon him lony 
ger; for that would have been 
no-other than puniſhing wichour 
an Offtence. Now nothing is clea- 
rer 1n &crepture, than that Death 15 
3 puniſhment inflicted upon us for 
Sin: So (lays the . Apoſtle; The 
Wiresof Sin is Death. And in ano- 
ther place, By Sm Death entred mto 
the World, and. Death paſſed upon all, 
bi caujc ll have ſinned. From all 
which it foilows, that as Chrilt tas 
King npon him our Sins, became 
thereby F able LO Death ; 3 lo | naving 
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ſicished for our Sins, and thereby 
{rced himſelf from the Guilt tha 
he lay under by Imputation, he 
, was no longer liable unto Death , 
witch is one part of the puniſh- 
merc he underwent; ſo that ircould 
not have been agreeable to infnire 
Juſtice, thac Chriſt ſhould have 
been holden of Death, who by his 
undergoing of Death, hath ſuſtai- 
ned the whole Load of Gods'in- 
fhnite Wrath and Diſpleaſure, and 
fully fatisfizd for all thoſe Sins that 
wete imputed to him, and there- 
tore ought in Juſtice ro be acquir- 
ted from all Penalties, and conſe- 
quentially from Death. 


Fourthly, It was umpoſsible Chrift JV, 
ſhould be bolden of Death, in reſpect 


Could not 


of his 0{fice of Mediatorſhip:: For be biden 
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_ Ing Gofull and fallen Man to Life 


and Happineſs, he mult of necelliry 
not only dye, but riſe again from 
the dead, without which his Death, 
and whatever elle he did or ſuffe- 
red for us, would have beem'of no 
avail. There are two Things re- 
quilice, before any real or eternal 
Benefic can become aurs. 


Firſt, A mericorious purchale , 


procuring the Thing it ſelf for us. 


Secondly, An effe&tual Applica- 
tion of that Benefic to us. The 
Purchaſe of Mercy was made by 
the Death of Chriſt, by which a full 
Price was paid down to the Juſtice 
of God. But the effetual Appli- 
cation of Mercy is by the Life and 
Reſurrefion of Chriſt, Wherefore 
it Chriſt had only dyed, and nor 
riſen again; if he had not overs 
como 


Do —_ 


of Chriſt. I 


7 


come Death within its own Empire, 
and triumph'd over the Grave in its 
own Territories, it would have been 
to his Diſappointment, and not at 
all to our Salvation, The Loſs 
of Chriſts Life would not have 
procured Life for us, unleſs as he 
laid ic down with Freedom ; ſo he 
had again reſtored it with Power. 
Our hope of Salvation otherwiſe 
would have been buried in the 
ſame Grave with himſelf ; bur 
what he died to procure, he lives 


ro confer. It was Ignorance of. 


Chriſt's Reſurrefiion from the Deal, 
that ſo ſtagger'd the ewo Diſciples 
going to Emays : They tell Chriſt 
himſelf a ſad Story of one Jeſus of 
Nazareth, that was condemned and 
crucified, who, while he lived a- 
mong us, by his Word and Works 
teſtified himſelf ro be the true Meſ- 
fiab, we little thought of his Dy- 


| 4 ng ; 


Luk. 24- 
16,19, 20, 


21, 
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ing ; and when he told us. of his 
Death, he likewiſe forerold - us of 
his" ReſurreAion the third Day ; and 
behold, the third Day is already 
come, and yet is there no Appea- 
rance of this Jelus ; Yerily, we truſted 
that it bad been be which ſhould have re- 
deemed Iſrael ; but now our Hopes 
grow faint, and languiſh in ns;. for 
certainly, there can be no Redent 
ption for Iſrael by him who cannot 
redeem himſelf trom Death. There 
was nothing 1n the Workd: did fo 
much prejudice the Goſpel, and hin- 
der its raking place inthe Hearts of 
Heathens in the' Primitive Times, as 
this of the Crols and Death 'of 
Chiiſt ; for believing that he was 
lifked up upon the Crofs, but: nor 
eeving thathe was raiſed up from 
the Dead, they afleated ro their Nas 
tural Reaſm, which herein raught 
them, that it was Folly ro ex- 


pe ct 


——_ 


of Chriſt. ay. 


pect--Life from- him who, could 
not-either preſerve or reſtore. his 
OWN. I 

It is. true, it was Folly thus.to 
hope , bur thar 'his Life applies 
whar his Neath deſervd; and our 
Salvarion: begun on the Crols, s 
perfected ' on the Throne. And 
therefore the Apoſtle tells us, out 
Faith in .a crucified Saviour; and 
our Obedience co him is all vain, 
if he had not riſen again from che 
Dead : For unleſs he had . riſen 
from the Dead, he: could not have 
acquitted us from the Guilt of Sin, 
becauſe he could not have been ju- 


Rifed himſelf. We are juſtihed by 


the Rightequineſs ef Chriſt, -as the 
Apoſile {peaks, in his Epiſtle ro the 


1 Cor. 15, 


Romans ; which Righteouſneſs he ngu4z; 


wrought out -far us, both by 'his 
perfect Obediencero the Law, and 
by his Submiſhon to the Puniſh- 
ment 
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ment of che Law : Bur yer this 
Righteouſneſs could not have avai- 
led to' our Juſtification, had he 
not, after the Fulfilling of ir, riſen 
again from the Dead ; becaule he 
himſelf had not been juſtified , 
much leſs could we have been jus 
ſtited by one who could not have 
juſtified "LimſelE And therefore 
- we read, Great is the Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, ſays the Apoſtle ; God ma-» 
nifeſted in the Fleſh, in his Incarna- 
tion ; juſtified in the Spirit, by his 
Reſurredion ; ſeen of Angels, in his 
Aſcenſion. Had he not been rai 
{ed and quickned by the Spirit, 
that is, by the glorious Power of 
his Divine Nature, he had not - 
been declared juſt, nor could he 
have juſtified us: For this Declas 
ration, that Chriſt was juſt, was 
made upon the ReſurreCion of his 
Body from the Dead, by which he 


Was 
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was ſer free from all thoſe Penal 
ries due to our Sins that were im» 
puted ro him. If therefore the Jus 
Rificacion and Salvation of Sinners 
was a Deſign laid by the infinice 
Wiſdom of God, it mult needs fols 
low, that it was- impoſſible for 
Chriſt co be kept under Death, 
becauſe that would have obſtructed 
chew Juſtification and Salvation , 
and ſo would have brought a Dil- 
appointment upon the infinite Wil- 
dom of God, which was impoſſible 
ro be done; and therefore conſe- 

uentially Chriſt could not be hol- 
den of Death. 


The Application of chis great: 
Truth ſhall be briefly in theſe fol- 


lowing Inferences. 


Firſt then, It it was impoſlible 
for Chriſt nat to have riſen from 
the 
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the Dead, it is. evident then thar 
Chriſt is the true Meſſiah : For had 
he been an Impoſtor, or Falſe Pros 
phet, ic would have been (lo far 
from an [mpoſiibility that he ſhould 
not have been raiſed, that ic would 
have been a very Impoſiibiliry for 
him to have riſen again ; for nei# 
ther could he have raiſed himſelf, 
being a mere Man; neither would 
God have raiſed him, being a mere 
ImpeFtor and Cheat, When there- 
fore the Jews call'd for a Sign from 
Chriſt, to prove him to be 'thetrue 
Meſſi th, he gives them the Sign of 
his Reſurrection, in Matth, 12.38, 
Matth. 12 39. Maſter, ſa they, we would ſee a 
_ Sign'from thee. © He anſwered and ſaid 
wnto them, An evil. and adulterous Ge» 
neration [ecketh after a Sian, and there 
hall be no Sign given to it, but the 
Sion of the Prophet Jonas : (For as 
Jonas was three Days and three Nights 
in 


_—_— 
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in the Whale's Belly, ſo ſhall the Son 
of .Man be three Days and three Nights 
in the Heart of the Earth. So again, 
whea they tempted him at another 
time, for a Sign of his being the 
Meſſiah, he ſtill inſtances in his 
powertul Reſurreftion from the 


Dead, in Job. 2.18, 19. The Jews Job.2. 18, 


anſwered and ſaid unto him, What Sign, © 
ſheweſt thou unto us, ſeeing thou doeſt- 
theſe things, Jeſus anſwered and ſaid 
to them, Deſtroy. this Temple, and 
in three Days I Will raiſe it 'up So 
that ſtill ne made his Death and Re- 
furreftion to be the infallible Proof 
of his'being the. true Meſſiah, 


Secondly, Ifit were neceſſary that 
Chriſt ſhould riſe from the Dead, 
and that he did do ſo, then cer- 
tainly Sin is conquered ; for the 
Sting of Death, and that enve- 
nem'd Weapon Death hath, 
whereby 


uſe 
Il. 
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uſe 
HI. 


whereby ir wounds, yea kills the 
Sinner, is Sin; and as long as 
Deach hath this Sting in ir, it could 
not have been conquerd by any 
Sinner. Ir 15 Sin that gives Death 
its Power to hold faſt all thoſe that 
come within its reach ; which ſince 


Jt could not do with Chriſt, it is 


evident Sin is ſubdued by Chrift, 
who was in irs Arms and Graſp, 
bur yer came fafe out from it, ta- 


| king awaythe Sting and Weapon 


6f Death with him, 


Thirdly, If the Refurreftion of 
Chriſt be thus neceſſary, and hath 
been thus effe *ually accompliſhed, 
we may comfortably from thence 
conclude the Neceflity of otir own 
Reſurreflion ; for the Head being 
raiſed, the Members ſhall nor al- 
ways fleep. in the Duſt. Chriſt's 
Myilical Body ſhall certainly be 
railed, 
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raiſed, as well as his Natural Bo- 
dy ; and every Member of it ſhall 
be made for ever glorious, with a 
glorious and triumphant Head. 
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Brotherly Admonitiott 


IN SEVERAL 


SERMONS 


L& v. 19. 17: 
Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in 


thy Heart : thou ſhalt in any wiſe 
rebuke thy Neighbour, and not 


ſuffer Sm upon him, 
and Introductions, 


| | we may obſerve nju;Gon of 


in theſe Words three Parts. the Words, 
Firſt, A Negative Command, n _ 

Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in 

Aa2 thy * 


Aving all Prefaces _ 
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thy Heart : which implics in it 
the contrary poſitive Precept, 
thou ſhalt love thy Brother. 

Secondly, A Dire&tion how we 
ſhould preſerve our ſelves from 
this rancoured Vice of Hatred, 
and expreſs our more cordial 
.Love, in the beſt Service we can 
do for him ; T hou ſhalt m any wiſe 
rebuke thy Neighbour. 

Thirdly, A forcible Motive to 
excite ys. unto: the perfermance 
of this Duty, drawn from the 
' Conſideration of the great Bene- 
fir which will in likelyhood re- 
dound to him by the conſcien- 
tious diſcharge of it. By this 
means thou wilt not ſuffer Sm 
to lie upunt him : implying, that if 
this chartable Duty of . Fraternal 
"Reprogf be negieRted, he will (till 
continu2 in his Sins, his Guilt 
will remain upon- him, and 
thou wilt be acceſſory to it. 

$ 4 | 


-. 
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I ſhall not conſider any of 
theſe Particulars by themſelves, 
but treat only of what is here 
chiefly ets 5 namely, the 
neceflity of that much neglect- 
ed: Duty of Brotherly Reproof and 


Admonition, 


And here I ſhall proſecute 
this Method with all poſſible 
Brevity and Perſpicuity. 

Firſt, Shew you what Brother- 
ly Correption 1s. 

Secondly, The Difficulty of it, 

Thirdly, The Neceſſity of ir. 

Fourthly, Lay down, lome 
Rules and Dire&ions how it 
ought to be performed. 

Fifthly, Lay before you ſome 
Conſiderations that may be 
powertul Motives and Engage- 
ments to it. 

Fiſt, What Bretherly Reproof 
or Correption is, 


Aa} To 


Ee es 
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"he Bis 
therly Re- 


proof i. 


I, 
Reproof 15 
by Words, 


2, 


Reproof may 
be by Ale where Words 


97, 


To this I anſwer in brief, It 
isan Act of Love and Charity, 
whereby we endeayor to reduce 
our offending Brother to Repen- 
tance and Reformation: And 
there are two ways of doing it, 
either by Words or Afiens. | 

Firſt, By Words; remonſtrating 
to them the greatneſs of their 
Sin, the Scaridal they give to 
others, either by encouraging, or 
ſadning them ; the Reproach 
they bring upon Religion, and 
the Danger they bring npon 
their own Souls. Bur if they be 
deaf to all theſe Admonitions, and 
continue obſtinate and reſoly'd 
in their evil- Courſes, we are 
then to reprove them. 

Secondly, By Aftions ; That 
have proved in- 
effeftual, we may try how 
Deeds can prevail. Prevail, I 
lay, either to deliver them, or, 

at 


| Brotherly Admonition. 


at leaſt, to deliver thine own 
Soul from Death. And this allo 
muſt be done theſe rwo ways. 

Firſt, If they be our Inferi- ». 
ours over whom we have Au- pd of 
chority, either as Magiſtrates, or to be by Au- 
Parents, or the like ;- we ought, #9: 
when Admonition and Correption is 
fruirleſs, ro reprove them by 
Correftion and Puniſyment : If 
they will not hear, they muſt 
feel Rebuke. This D!/ciplme it 
it be ſeaſonably and prudently 
uſed, is ſo far from being any 
Act of Cruelty, that it is an Act 
af the greateſt Kindneſs and 
Charity that can be: both to 
them and to others. 

To them : As it may reſtrain Fep--o7 
them from the commiſſion of Fan pes 
thole furure Crimes, ro which Sir, 
their impurity would elſe im- 
bolden them. And thus to fall 
into the Hands of Men, may be 


Aa 4 A 
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2, 
If Equals 
e- utinue 0Ob- 
{/ (nate under 


$*-« it wit b- 


jrom them, 


;*cproof, we 


a means to keep them from fal- 
ling into the Hands of God. 

To others: As it may terrify 
them from following the Exam- 
ples of ſuch an ones Vices, b 
ſeeing the Examples of his Gal. 
fering. Thus the Puniſhment 
of ſome is made to be come the 
Innocence of others. 

Secondly, If they be our E- 
quals, over whom we have no 
Juriſdiction, nor coercive Po- 
vier, we are then to rebuke 


aw Sociery hem, if they continue obſti- 


nate after Chriſtian Admonition, 
by withdrawing our ſelves from 
all neceſſary Converſe with 
them ; not ſo as to deny them 
the offices of Civility, Courteſy, 
and our charitable Aſſiſtance ro 
promote their temporal Good ; 
bur ro break off all Familiarity 
and Intimacy with them : not 
ro make ſuch lewd and diffolure 
Per- 
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OO 


ol 


Perſons our Friends and choſen 


Companions. "Thus the Apo-" 


ſtle-charges us, 2 Theſſ. 3. 6. 
We command you, Brethren, in the 
Name of our Lord Jefus ( briſt, that 
you withdraw your ſelves from every 
Brother that walketh diſorderly, and 
not after the Tradition which be re- 
ceived of us. And this way of 
reproving them ought ro be'fo 
managed by us, that it may ap- 
pear it doth not proceed from 
any ſowr, moroſe, furly Hu- 
mour, diſdaining or hating of 
their Perforis, but meerly from 
conſcience of our Duty towards 
the Glory of God, and todo an 
A& of Love and Charity, as 
indeed it is, both towards them, 
and towards our ſelves. 

Firſt, Towards them : When 
you thus endeavour to ſhame 
chem out of their Wickednels, 
by diſconntenancing- them in 
It, 


2 Theſl. 3.6. 
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it, So ſays the 4poſtle, 2 Theſſ- 
3- 14. If any Man obey not ow 
Word, note that Man, and have no 
Company with him, that he may be 
aſhamed, "And indeed, if a Man 
be not altogether profligate, if 
he be not utterly font to Mo- 
deſty, ir muſt needs make him 
reflect upon himſelf with Shame 
and Bluſhing, that certainly he 
' 1s grown a Hh vile Wretch, 
2 loathſom and odious Monſter, 
when all good and ſober Men 
do thus carefully ſhun and avoid 
him. Now Shame is a good 
ſep to Amendment : And a 
Bluſh the firſt colour that Virtue 
takes, 

Secondly, Towards your ſelves: 
You are obliged to abandon 
them, as to reclaim them, fo to 
ſecure your ſelves : For Yice is 
very oonepgjons, and it is unſafe 
ro converſe with thoſe, who 

| have 


= 
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Il 


have ſuch Plague-Sores running 
upon them, left you be alſo in- 
fected. | 

Thus you ſee what this Duty 
of Brotherly Reproof is, and how 
in the general it is to be per- 
formed, either in Words or Acti- 
ons. And to theſe, two Things 
are neceſlarily previous and an- 
recedent, 

Firſt, Inſtruftion and Con- 
viction. We ought to bring 
them to ſee their Fault before 
we rebuke them for-it ; other- 
wiſe while we chide and do not 
inform them, it will rather ſeem 
a proud deſign of quarrelling 
with them, than a conſcientious 
deſign of bettering them. And 
therefore we find how arrtificial- 
ly Nathan infinuates into David 
the hainouſneſs and inhumani- 
ty of his Sin, and works in him 
a Hatred and Detreſtation of 
that 


k, 
Convifion 
of the Fault, 
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W £018 ht fo 


watch over 
Gur Brother. {O as to be inſidious Spies upon 


that Perſon who was ſo cruel 
and devoid of Compaſlion, be- 
fore he comes to deal down- 
right with him, Thou art the Man. 
And could we but skiltully con- 
vince our Brother, by thus re- 
preſenting the odiouſneſs of 
ſuch and ſuch Sins, to which we 
know he is addicted, poſſibly 
we might ſpare our ſelves in, 
that which is. the moſt ungrate- 
ful and diſpleafing part of this 
Work, I mean perſonal .Re- 
fieon, and leave it to his own 
Conſcience to reprove himſelf, 
and to apply it home, with, Thou 
art the Man. And, 

Secondly, Ir is neceſlary that 
we watch over our Brother, not 


him, officiouſly to pry into his 
Actions, and bufily concern our 
ſelves inall he doth. This prag- 


matical "Temper is juſtly hare- 


ful : 
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OO 


we. 


Ful::- And thoſe who thus arro- 
' gate to themſelves ro be publick 
Cenſors, and to-. inſpe& the 
: Lives and Manners of others, 
making it their whole Imploy- 
ment to obſerve what others ſay 
-ordo, that they may have Mat- 
-tereither to reprove or reproach 
«rhery, are a Company of into- 
"Jerable buſy Bodies. But yet, - 

+ Firft, We ought fo to watch 
-over our Brother as to give him 
rimely Caution if we ſee him in 
any danger through Temprati- 
on or Paffion, and to admoniſh 
him ro ftand upon his guard, to 
recolle& himſetf and beware 
he be nor ſarprized or injured by 
fuch an approaching Sin. 

And Secondly, If we have ob- 
ferved any Miſcarriages in him, 
we are to watch the belt Sea- 
{ons, and all the firteſt Circum- 
ſtances in which to remind htm 


of 
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of it, that ſo our Reproof may 
be well accepted, and become 
effetual. For he that will ven- 
eure raſhly to reprove without 
this Circumſpetion, may do 
more miſchief to his Brother by 
rebuking him, than he had done 
to himſelf by offending : Exa- 
ſperating and imbittering his 
Heart againſt Piety, for the 
Impertinencies, at leaſt the In- 
diſcretions of thoſe who profeſs 
it, and provoking him to fin 
the more out of meer Oppoſiti- 
on and Contradiction. And I 
am verily perſwaded, and have 
in ſome Caſes obſerved it, that 
very many Sins owe themſelves 
to the imprudence of thoſe who 
have taken upon themſelves to 
be Reprovers, and would never 
haye been committed, if the 

had not indiſcreetly gainſay'd it. 


Thus we ſee what this ws 
0 
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of reproving is, and what is 
neceſſarily required thereunto. 

Bart indeed, which is the Se- .. 
cond Thing, Ir is not fo hard a Of the if- 
Matter to know what it is, as 4 _ 
ic is difficule conſcientiouſly 
and” faithfully ro practiſe ir. 

How few are there inthe World, 
I will nor fay skillful enough 
to do it well, but zealous and 
conſcientious enough to doir at 
all'? Do we not every day fee 
God feartully diſhonoured, ob- 
ſerve his Name blaſphemed, his 
Laws violated, his Worſhip de- 
nied ? Do you not daily ſee mul- 
titudes of wretched Creatures, 
whole Crimes not only defie and 
outrage God, but ſtab and mur- 
ther their own Souls ; and yer 
who is there that hath that Zeal 
for God, or that Charity for bis 
Brother, as to interpole, and by 
a ſerious and fitting Reproof, 
Vin 
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vindicate the one from Diſho- 
nour, or reſcue the other from 
Perdition ? There are enow that 
will makeup a ſad Mouth, and 
whiſper thoſe things abroad, it 
may be out of. very ill Ends and 
Deſigns : ; but he almoſt is 
the Perſon that will dare to 
maintain the Honour of God 
to the Face of thoſe who bold- 
ly affront bim ; that will dare to 
open their Months before thoſe 
that will dare to. open them a- 

ainſt Heaven ? Certainly we 
can eaſily produce much more 
Reaſon tor our Reproofs, than 
they can for their Wickednels ; 
and it were very ſtrange, if we 
thould not be able to beat them 
off from their Confidence, when 
we have God and our own Con- 
{ciences, nay and theirs alſo, 
to {ide with us. Yet fo it is 
that we are generally apt to 


ſneak 
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| ſneak and link away from ſo 

troubleſome a Task; and to let 
Iniquity paſs uncontroul'd, yea 
triumphant. We are well con- 
rent to let others fin quietly, fo 
that we may live quietly without 
troubling our ſelves with fo 
hard and difficult a Service. And 
that which makes it ſeem ſo dit- 
cult, is, 

Firſt, A ſinful Fear ; and, 

Secondly, A f1nful Shame, 
that ſeizcth on the Spirits of 
Men, and takes oft the edg of 
holy Courage and Confidence, 
that-are ſo abſolutely neceſlary 
to the performing of this Du- 
ty. 
c Firſt, Many are afraid to re- 
prove Sin, leſt they ſhould in- 


pendencies, and bring ſome 
Milchict upon themſelves, by 
_” Wn exa- 


T, 
Fear of aiſ- 
leaſing 


cur Diſpleaſure, weaken their ſhould ro: 


ſecular Intereſt, ruine their De- binder re- 
proving for 


— 
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exaſperating the Offenders a- 
gainſt them, Bur theſe are 
poor, low, carnal Conſidera- 
tions. Where Matter of Duty is 
in queſtion, ir is very necel- 
ſary for every Chriſtian to be of 
an undaunted Courage and Re- 
ſolution, not to fear the Faces of 
Men, nor to be frighted with a 
grim Look, or a proud Huff. 
If he will ſeriouſly perform this 
Duty, he' muſt remember, that 
he is pleading for God, thathe is 
ſaving a Soul from Hell, and 
therefore ought not to value 
their Anger, nor his own Da- 
mage ; bur to ſteel himſelf a- 
oainſt all ſich mean and ſordid 
Conſiderations. Indeed it ſhews 
a molt pitiful Spirit in us, that 
we ſhould be more afraid of of- 
fendiog them, than they are of 
offending God. Shall they be 
bold to fin, and we not bold e- 
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nough co tel] 1 chem of i it ? a 
yet ſuch is the Cowardize of the 
A of Chriſtians, that 

dare not appear for God, 

_ Piety and Holineſs, when 
they ſee them wronged by rhe 
Impudence of boiſterous Sin- 
ners; but thoſe piriful, liccle, baſe 
carnal Reſpe&ts of what they 

may loſe, or what they may 
ſuffer by ir, intervene, and make 
them fit mopiſh, and over-aw'd, 
like Men 1m whoſe Mouths SFAYEND Re - Plal, 38. 14. 
proofs ; whilſt theſe wick od 
Wretches, who have all the Rea- 

{on in the World to be rimorous 
and fearful, glory in thi 1s Out- 
braving and baffling them, 

Secondly, Others | ao1n are 4- : 
thamed to reprove Sin. And She 
whereas many vile and profli- _ = 
gare Wrertches olory in their proving jor 
Shatne, theſe on the contrary _ 
are aſhamed of that which 
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would be their Glory. Either 
they doubt they ſhall be thought 
but troubleſome and hypocritical 
Intermedlers ; or elſe poſſibly 
being conſcious to themſelves 
of many Miſcarriages, they 
ſuſpe&t their Reproofs will be 
upbraidingly retorted upon 
themſelves, and ſo by reproving 
the Faults of others, they ſhall 
bur give an occaſion to have 
their own ript up and expoled : 
And lo they think itthe ſafer way 
tro ſay nothing, leſt by raking 
into other Mens Dunghills, they 
ſhould but furniſh them with 
Dirt enough to fling back in their 
own Faces. And thus between 
theſe two carnal Principles of 
ſinful Fear, and ſinful Shame, 
which are ſo deeply rooted in 
our corrupt Natures, Reproof is 
commonly negleed, and it is 


one of the hardeſt things in the 
World, 


—_—_ 
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World, ro perſwade Men to be 
truerto God, to their own Souls, 
and to the Souls of their Bre- 
thren, in a faithful diſcharge of 
that Duty which is ulually at- 
rended with ſuch Diſadvantages 
and Difhculties. 

But chough ir be thus difh- 
cult ; yet, 

Thirdly, . It is a moſt neceſlary 
Duty. The greateſt good you 
can'do in the World is to pluck 
up theſe Bryars and 'T horns with 
which it 1s over-grown. Con- 
ſider but how infolent Vice and 
Wickedneſs is apt. to be where 
none doe appear to check and 
controul ic. If it can but once 
ſilence Vertue, it will quickly 
baniſh ic. If it can bur pur ir 
co the Bluih, it will quickly pur 
ic to flight. And when it hath 


once made us either afraid or a- 
{ſhamed to lay a Rebuke in its 
Way, 


Bb 3 


3. 
Reproof 4 


very neceſſa- 


ry Duty. 
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way, what elſe can we expect 
but that it{hould overſpread the 
Face of the whole Earth, and 
like a general Deluge drown all 
Mankind, firſt in Sin, and then 
in Perdition. T here is no other 
way to prevent this great and 


fad Ruine, bur for every Chriſti- 


an vigorouſly to oppoſe himſelf 
ro the growing Sins of the Times 
and Places in which he lives, and 
with Courage and Reſolution 
ro decry that common Profane- 
neſs, that gains Credit only by 
our Silence We know that Sin 
is a ſhameful opprobrious Thing 
in it ſelf, a Thirg that diſheer- 
tens and difpirits the Guilty; 
They wear a ( onſcience about 
them that is (hill checking and 
upbraiding them ; and if we 
could but look into their Souls, 
we ſhould {ee them covered all 
over with Fear, Horrour, and 


Con- 
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Confuſion. They are general- 


ly ſelf-condemned Perſons, and. 


carry thoſe Monitors within 
their own Breaſts that are con- 
tinually reproving and rormen- 
ting them : And therefore thar 
they may not hear the Voice of 
their own Conſciences,they live 
abroad, and rather converlz 
with any, one without doors, 
than: with themſelves and their 
own- troubleſome and clamo- 
rous Hearts. Now let ir be 
our Care to ſtop up all Paſſa- 
ges, by which they think to 
make their eſcape, Ler them 
find, that in whatſoever Com- 
pany they go, they ſhall meer 
with thoſe that will no more 
{pare them, than their own Con- 
faences; that Company 1s no 
Sanctuary for Sins and Guile, 
and that they ſhall be as ſure to 
be Reprooved, as they dare to 
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Offend. And when they are thus 
every-where beſet, their Conſci- 
ences exclaiming againſt rhem 
within, and all that they con- 
verſe with without, they will 
ſee a Neceſlity for it, either ro 
forſake their Vices, or the World, 
and be forced to be vertuous 
for their own eaſe and quier. 
And certainly till: Chriſtians do 
conſpire together in this Deſign, 
we may long enough complain 
of the abounding . of Iniquity 
without any ſucceſsful Reforma- 
tion. Abound it will, and grow 
impudent and imperious, unleſs 
we join together to beat down 
its Credit, expoſe it to Scorn 
and Contempt, and make that 
which is ſo really ſhameful in ir 
ſelf, ro be the greateſt Mark of 
Infamy, Shame, and Reproach 
eo any that ſhall dare to commir 
It, 

Bur 


| Brotherly Aadmonition. 


23 


But nuvi 7 this Duty of Re- 
proving, requirt. + 2t only a great 
deal of Chriſtian ;  *itude and 
Conrage, but allo a gr. + mea- 
ſure of Chriſtian Prudence .1d 
Diſcretion. We muſt not on. + 
be reſolute and confident in do- 
ing it, bur we muſt do ir like- 
wile in ſuch a fitting way as may 
be moſt likely to work a good 
effect upon thoſe whom we are 
to reprove, and therefore, 


In the Fourth Place, I ſhall 
pive you ſome brief - Rules and 
Directions, when you ought to 
reprove, and how you ought to 
manage your Reproofs, ſo as they 
may be moſt beneficial ro your 
Brother. And ſome of them 


ſhall be Nezatives, and others 
ſhall be Poſitives. 

Firſt, For the Negative Rules, 
take theſe that followw. 


Firft, 


4. 
Rules for 
Reproof. 
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I, 


Firſt, 


| ought not to reprove 


We muſt rny Brother, it I have no certain 


not reprove 
without 


krowleds of therefore thoſc i 


the Offence. 


an. Y 


knowledg of ls Offence. And 
'ho upon a blind 
Rumour, or grouncleſs Suſpici- 
on, haſtily conclude him guilty, 
and {o fill their Mouths with 
Reproofs, ſhew themlelves to be 
very much in love with this Of- 
fice, andare a company of im- 
pertinent buſy-bodies, who ſtarr 
their Arrow before ever they ſee 
the Mark. We muſt frſt be cer- 
tainly informed, either upon our 
Perſonal Know! edg, or upon the 
undoubted Teſtimonies of credi- 
ble Witneſles, that he is Guilty ; 
otherwile in going about to ſhew 
him his Fault, we ſhall but ſhew 
our own Folly, and Credulity, 
our Reproofs will be bur Slanders, 
and our Charity in offtering the 
Cure, will not be half ſo great, 

as our uncharitableneſs in believ- 


ing the Dileale. Se- 
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Secondly, It is not necellary tor 
me to reprove, where | have rea- 
ſan to conclude that others of 
more Prudence and [Intereſt in 
the Party,either have already, or 
elſe will more effectually per- 
form it : For otherwiſe it will 
appear that we do not {o much 
ſeek his Emendation, as to be 
Oſtentatious of our own Zeal and 
Forwardneſs. And beſides, too 
many Reprovers may, inſtead of 
reforming, rather irritate and 
provoke : Only here, beware 
thou doſt nor retra&t this in- 
orateful Ofhce, upon ſlight Pre- 
rences, nor think thy ſelf excu- 
ſed, becaule others are bound to 
doit. But conſider ſeriouſly in 
thine own Conſcience, whether 
thou thinkeſt they will be faith- 
ful enoughin performing it, or 
more dextrous than thou art in 
managing it; or that their Re- 


proof 


— 
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Sharp Re- 
proof muſt 
not be for 


ſmall Offen- 


CEL, 


proof will be more acceptable 
and more prevalent with th 
Brother than thine. If nor,thou art 
ſtill obliged co it: And if thou 
refuſeſt, know, that though he 
may die it1 his Sins, yet his Blood 
God will require at thy Hands. 
Thirdly, We ought not to give 
{harp Reproofs for ſmall Offences. 
We muſt not particularly, and 
with Accent and Emphaſis re- 
prove out Brother for every in- 
voluntary flip, every Infrmity 
and Weakneſs, that bewrayerh 
it ſelf through ſome ſudden Paſ- 
ſion or Temptation, unleſs ir be 
a Sin of Caſtom, or that which 
carries with it ſome ſignal Ag- 
gravation, that renders it . con- 
{11derable, as well in the Scandal 
as in the Guilt, It will be ſuſhci- 
ent to pals by the reſt, only wich 
a brief Animadver{fion upon 
them,enough toput him in mind 
that 
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that he forgot himſelf in ſuch 
and ſuch Paſſages : And (o leave 
the farther Reproof to his. own 
Conſcience, which will bereer 
do it for leſſer Sins, than poſſibly 
we- can, To reprove ſmall 
Faults with great vehemence, is 
always as ridiculous, and, may 
ſometimes prove as deſtructive a 

piece of Officioulneſs, as his who 
rook up a huge Beetle,and ſtruck 
with all his Might, only to kill 
a Fly be ſaw ſticking upon his 
Friends Forehead. We muſt nor 
thruſt the Probe deep where the 
Wound is but ſhallow : Nor te 
paſſionately concern'd at our 
Brother's lighter Failings ; bur ſo 
govern our ſelves, as {till co re- 
{erve the more harp and ſevere 
Rehroofs for the more foul and 
ſcandalous Offences. For they 
that will preſently upon every 
ſlender occaſion fly our into Ex- 
clangations, 
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Reproof not 
to be gryen 
where it will 
exaſperare. 


clamations, Deteſtations, and 
all paſſionate Exaggerations of 
Rhetorick, will but laviſhly 
ſpend the vigour of their Zeal, 
and leave themſelves no Art, no 
Methods to expreſs their greater 
abhorrence for blacker Crimes. 
Fourthly, We are not to Re- 
prove thole whom we have 
reaſon to believe are ſuch de- 
ſperate Wretches, that our Re- 
proofs would bur . exaſperate 
them to ſin the more for a Re- 
proof. To theſe, ſuch would be 
no Acts of Love and Charity, 
but rather a Deſign to deſtroy 
their Souls, and to heap more 
and heavy loads of Wrath and 
Vengeance upon their Heads. 
Certainly if we have any ſenſe 
of God's Glory, any Tender- 
nels and Compaſſion for our 
Brother's Sou], we ought to be- 
ware that we do not inrage him 
| che 
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. the more, to diſhonour the 
one, or to wound the other, 
by the miſtaken Charity of our 
Reproofs. And therefore, St. 
Auſtine ſpeaks well, . (De Civitate 
Dei, lib. 1. cap. 9g.) Si propter ea 
corripiendis male agentibus part, 
” opportunus Fempus requirit, 
vel I i/dem iſt is- metuit ne deteriores 
ex hoc effici, mtur, Videtur eſſe c0n- 
ciluum Charitatis. It is Charity not 
to reprove thoſe, who we be- 
lieve will be the worſe for our 
Reproofs. Alas how many arethere 
in the World, who when they 
are reproved (and that very 
juſtly) for their Sins, preſently 
fall a blaſpheming and curſing 

railing at Piety, and all chat 
profels it, violate the good 
Name of their Reprovers, and 
can hacdly abſtain from offering 
violence to their Perſons. Now 
ſuch as theſe are paſt Reproof, 


when 
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when once they turn Reproof it 
ſelf into an Occaſion of further 
inning. The greateſt exerciſe 
of Charity to thels, is to let them 
alone, and not to increaſe their 
Damnation, by ſtirring up the 
virulency and rancour of their 
Spirits. 

Reproof is ſpiritual Phyſick for 
the Soul. Now as it is an im- 
prudent Courſe ro adminiſter 
fuch Phy/ick ro the Body, as will 
Irritate, and not expel the pec- 
cant Humours : So likewiſe it 
is very imprudent and unſafe, to 
adminiſter ſuch Reproofs as we 
know cannot cure the Offender, 
but will only irritate his Cor- 
ruption, and render it the more 
turbulent, and him much worſe 
than he was before. And there- 
fore ſome are thenafelves to be 
reproved, who with an irapru- 
dent Zeal reprove others, with- 
Our 


Brotberly Admonztion. 


out ever:confidering; what Ef- 
feds theit-Reproofs are likely to 

uce, 'who, as ſoon as a Sit 
is committed, think themſelves 
obliged-in' Conſcience, inſtants 
ly ro. rebuke them for itzalthough 
not only they themlelves may be 
reviled, but the Natne of God 
moſt horribly blaſphemed upon 
this very Occaſion. Ir is in+ 
deed. good to be zealouſly affefted 
always m.a good Matter. Bur yet 
withal know, that as Zeal and 
Charity. ought to be the Motive, 
{o Chriſtian Prudence,ought to 


be the Meaſure of all our Re- 


proofs. * And if you take nor the 
Advice of Diicretion, your Zeal 
for God's Glory may bur. occa- 
fon his Diſhonour ; and your 
Charity to the. Souls ot others, 
occaſion their {orer, Ruine- and 
Damnation. Certainly we are 
not obliged to reprove where 
C ec we 
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Prov. 9. 7- 


Matth. 7.6. 


we have reaſon to ſuſpe& we 
ſhall rather do hurt than good. 
It would'be'buca cruel Charity, 
to. poiſors Ut Brother in his 
Phyſitk, ard to kill him in his 
Cure, . And therefore both So- 
lomon, and-a greater than Selo- 
mon, out Savour Chat himlelt, 
have forbidden 'us ro: milplace 
Reproofs upon -thole who are 
deſperate. Solomon rells us, Pros 
verbs 9. 7, 8. Fe that reproveth a 
Storner, getteth to himſelf Shame ; 
and be that rebuketh 4 wicked Man, 
vetteth wito himſelf a Blot. ' And 
again, Reprove not 4 Scorner, 
ft he hate thee, And ſays our 
Saviour, Give not that which us Ho- 
ly unto Dogs, mhither caſt ye your 
Pearls before Swine, leſt they tram- 
ple thin winder their Feet, and turn 
a7 am md rent Jo. Where it 1s 
very plain #rom the precedent 
Verſes, *that he dthorts' us from 
laviſh- 
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laviſhing our our Reproofs im- 
prudently upon Dogs and Swme. 
Wicked and impure Perſons, on 
whom we have reaſon to think 
chey will have no effect, bur on- 
ly co- inrage them, and make 
them fly out both againſt God 
and us, with the more Violence 
and Madneſs. To reprove ſuch, 
is bur co caſt up Water againſt 
an high Wind, that will be ſure 
to beat it back again into our 
own Faces. 

And thus I have given you rhe 
Neyative Rules mm theſe four Par- 
ticulars. Reprove not withour 
a certain knowledg of the Of- 
fence. Nor where others who 
are likely ro be more effectual, 
have done it already. Nor for 
every involuntary f]ip. Nor thoſe 
who are like to be the worſe 


for it. 
Cc3 I.cr 
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T. 
Time and 


Place muſt 


be obſerved 


gn grumg Re- 
proof. 


Prov.1 5.23. 


Let us now proceed to lay 


down ſome Poſitive Rules and 
Dire&hons tor the right managing 


of our Reproefs, And here, 
Firſt, If thou wouldft- re- 
prove with ſucceſs, obſerve right 
Circumſtances of - Time- and 
Place: , And let the. one be as 
opportune, and the other as 


private as thou canſt. We _ 


ro obſerve. the mollia tempora fan- 
di, the fofr and eaſy Hours of 
ſpeaking. And therefore the 
wiſe Man tells us, 4 Word ſpo- 
ken in ſeaſon, how. good 4s it ? It is 


-like Apples of Gold in Pitures of 


Silver, thar 1s, very beautiful and 
pleaſing. There are fome hap- 
py Seaſons wherein the molt 
rugged Natures are acceſlible ; 
and it is a great part of Pru- 
dence in all our Concerns, 
if we would have them pro- 
ſperous, ro watch ſuch Op- 
por- 
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portunities, and to improye 
them, | 

Now uſually ir is no fit ſea- Reproef not 
ſon for Reproof, PIR 

Firſt, Preſently as ſoon as |»: 
the Sin is cotnmitted ; for then ,;7* Pays 
the heat -1s not over, nor the commured. 
uproar. of the Paſſions and Af- 
fetions appealed. In all like- 
lihood a Reproof as yet would 
bur irritate. As Water falling 
upon a red hot Iron, doth but 
cauſe a great deal of Noiſe and 
Diſturbance : So a Reproof jult 
upon the very Act of a Sin,doth 
bur make the Sinner fume, eſtu- 
are and tumultuate the more; 

Nor yer, 

Secondly, Is a Time of Mirth" 2. 
and Joy fit for Reproof ; for that Fax ws un: 
will look like a piece of Envy, 'in « time of 
as if we were malicious ar their 
Proſperity, and therefore ſtudied 
2 caſt in ſomewhat thar might 
Cc 3 dilturb 
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© diſtutb them 3 and ſo they will 


be apt to interpret it. Nor, 

.. Thirdly, lsa Time of exceed- 
—_ ing great Sadneſs and Sorrow, 
[9mm of 4 Proper Scafon for Reproof ; for 
Sorrow, + this will look like Hoftility and 

» - Hatred, as if we deſigned utter- 
ly tro overwhelm and diſpatch 
them. 

Reproof =. But the fitteſt opportunity 
wy ſea/14- for this Duty, is when they are 
Perſons are moſt calm.iand ſedate, their 
= ws Paſſions huſhte, and their Rea- 

" ſon-(with which you are to deal) 

again reſeated upon its Throne. 

When they are free from all 

inward Perturbations of Mind, 

and trom all conſiderable Alte- 

rations in their outward Eſtate 

and Condition, Then, it ever, 

they will liften to Reproof, and 

rake right Meaſures of the Sin 

 -— for which you reprove them, 
But if we 7reprove them when 

their 
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their Paſſions are in a Tumult, 
and all within in an Uproar and 
Combuſtion, it is no wonder at 
all if either they reje& ar revile 
our Repropfs ; for we then. ac» 
cule them before very corrupt 
Judges, viz, their own Paſh» 
ons and - corrupt Aﬀections: 
And you may with as much 
Reaſon, and as good Syccels, 
chide the Sea for being Tem- 
peſtyons, when the Winds rage 
and areler looſe upon it. Chide 
a Man for being. angry when 
he js angry, and what will you 
get by jr, but only ſome of his 
toam caſt ypon you? Let God 
himſelf expoltulate with an im- 
patient Jonah, whillt he is in his 
hc of Impatience : Doeſt thou 
well to be angry? and he will tell 
him ſnappilhly co his Face, T hat 
be doth well to be angry, even to the 
very Death. There is no dealing 
CC 4 with 
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2 Sam. 19. 
9 6, 7+ 


_—_ 


with Men while their Paſſions 
blind their Reaſon ; This makes 
them as utrerly incapable of 
taking good Counſel, as if they 
were brute Beaſts. "Thou wert 
as good thruſt thy Hand into a 
Waſps Neſt, as come with Re- 
proofs and - Rebukes when the 
Swarm is up, to be ſure thou 
halt only go away with many 
a Sting and Wound, and thou 
—_ thank thy ſelf for no ber- 
ter timing thy Reproofs. 

Indeed in Caſes of great Im- 
portance and abſolute Neceſſity, 
we may run this Venture, and 
poſſibly ſucceed well in it. Thus 
Joab very ſharply reproved Da- 
vid, when he ſo immoderately 
mourned for Abſalom. And 1 
think it is one of the roundeſt 
Checks that ever a dutiful Sub- 
jeft gave to his Prince ; bur if he 
had not taken that yery time, 
the 
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the Caſe had been deſperate, 
and his People had all forſaken 
him, and therefore the neceſſiry 
of Aﬀairs would not permir 
him to expect a more ſeaſon- 
able Addreſs. Otherwiſe gene- 
rally, it is more adviſeable to 
wait a fitting and cool time. 
As God is ſaid tro come down in 
the cool of the Day to reprove Adam. 
So likewiſe ſhould we come in 
the cool ſeaſon of a Man's Paſſi- 
ons, when all is quiet and tem- 
perate within, for then is there 
the greateſt probability of Suc- 
cels. 

Secondly, If thou wouldſt have 


thy Reproofs ſucceſsful, reprove * 


is | 
with G en- 


with all Gentleneſs and Meek- ,j.,.; ad 
neſs, without giving any railing Meckye/s. 


He that 


or reviling Terms. 


mingles Reproach with Reproof, 
engages a Man's Reputation to 


{ide with hjs Vices : 


For whilſt 


we 


—_ 


42 


Brotherly Admonition... 


Gal. 6. 1. 


we (hew any Bitterneſs in ous 
Reproofs, and give them 1n villi- 
tying and ignominious Lan- 
guage, the Vehicle will hinder 
the Operation of the Phyſick. 
For they will look like the up- 
braidings of an Enemy ;. and it 
is a thing moſt abhorrent unto 
Nature, to follow the Counſels 
and Adviceof an Enemy. And 
therefore the Apoſtle chargeth us, 
Gal. 6, 1. Brethren, if a Man be 
overtaken in a fault, you that are 
ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the 
{parit of Meekneſs, conſudermg thy 
ſelf, leſt thou be alſo tempted, 
Which laſt Clauſe intimates to 
us, that we.ought to deal as ten- 
derly with a fallen Brother, as 
we would deſire to be dealt with 
our ſelves, were wein the ſame 
condition. For having the ſame 
corrupt Nature, and being ſub- 


 jeroche like Temptations, we 


may 
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may likewiſe, through God's de- 
reliction of us, fall into the ſame 
Miſcarriages. Now wouldft 
thou take it well, if any ſhould 
revile and reprove thee, con» 
demn thee for a rotten Hypo- 
crite, as Job's Friends did him ; 
or draw hideous black Conſe- 
quences from every failing and 
weaknels of thine > Certainly 
thou wouldſt not interpret this 
to be friendly and candid deal- 
ing : No more do thou with 
others. Ir is a true Saying, that 
he who would know his own 
Faults, had need have either a 
faichful Friend, or a bitter Ene- 
my ; they will both be ſure to 
do it to thefull. But then the 
difference is, that an Enemy's 
Reproofs are uſually joined with 
Reproaches, and when we are fal- 
len, he will ſtand and inſulr 
oyer us. Bur a true Chriſtian 
Friend 


— 


2 Tim-2.25. 


Friend will faithfully repreſent 
our condition to us, pitty us 
in it, and endeavour to help and 
raiſe us out of it, And ſuch 
ſhould we be to all, not railing 
on them for Hypocrites, or loſt 
and deſperate Apoſtates, for this 
certainly is not the way to reduce 
them, but rather to confirm and 


hardenthem in their Sins. - We 


ſhould not gripe nor preſs their 
Wounds, bur rather gently anoint 
and chafe them. Our Reproofs 
(hould be as Oyl, ſmooth and 
lenitive, to ſoak into and ſupple 
the Part afteted. And therefore 
the Apoſtle again exhorts us, m 
meekneſs to inſtru thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves. But whilſt we ex- 
claim againſt them with bitter 
Invectives, and dip all aur Re- 
proofs in Gall and Satyr, we may 
quickly make them loath the 
Medicine rather than the Diſeale, 
and 
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and ſooner break their Heads 
with ſuch 'Rebukes, than their 
Hearts for their Offences. 
Thirdly, Though . our Re- 
proofs mult be meek and gentle, 


requires the one, ſo doth Zeal 
the other: And the beſt and 
moſt equal Temper, is rightly 
ro mix theſe two, that at once 
we may ſhew Meekneſs to 


3. 
Reproo 

. "y muſt be quick. 

yet muſt they be quick and vi- «14 vivac- 


vacious alſo, For as Charity 


— — 


his Perſon, (for the Wrath of James 1:26. 


Man worketh .not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God) and Sharpneſs 
againſt his Sin, (for a remiſs Re- 
prover will but make a flow Pe- 
nitent.) We ought ſo to reprove, 
that he may not think we only 
jeſt and dally wich him, and-for 
this it is neceſſary that we do it 
with all Seriouſneſs, Gravity 
and Authority, not playing a- 
bout the Wound, bur ſearching 


1nto 


GT — 
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into-the vety depth and bottom 
of it. And therefore we muſt 
uſe ſuch words as are moſt fig- 
nificant vf our meaning, moſt 
expreſſive of our Grief and Sor- 
row for him, and which we 
think moſt apt to expoſe. the 
Vice that we reprove, and make 
ir moſt odious and hateful, 
keeping ſtill within the bounds 
of a ſober and friendly Redar- 
gution. Hence the Apoſtle gives 


Tit. r. 13, 7 itus this Advice, Rebuke them 


ſharply, that they may be ſound in the 
Faith. If rhey want Salt and 
Vinegar, ſpare them not. This 
pollibly may cleanſe - thoſe 
Wounds that elſe would fefter 
and purrify. But here is required 
much ſpiricual Prudence toknow 
how re ſui Reproof, according 
to the different Conditions and 
Ternpers of the Perſons you deal 
with. Some oanaſt be lannche 


and 
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and ſearche to the very Quick 
before they can be healed. O- 
thers requite a gentle Hand. 
If chey be proud and ſtubborn, 
they need Corrofives. But for 
thoſe who are naturally meek 
and' mild, a meek and mild 
Courſe will be eafieſt and moſt 
ffe&ual. The Tempers and 
Caſes of particular Chriſtians 
are ſo various, that there can 
be no Rules given that may be 
applicable ro every Condition. 
This muſt of neceſſity be left to 
your Prudence and Dilcre- 
tion. Only this Rule is infalli- 
ble, Be ſure you flatter none in 
their Vices, extenuate not their 
Sins; when thou com ſt to reprove 
them, do it nor in ſport : - Let 
them ſee thou art in very good 
earneſt, and rell them their Sin, 
as it 1s 1n it ſelf, without min- 
cinng the matter, or the ciream- 
ſtances 
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Reproof 
oxpht to be 
gen pri- 
vately, 


Prov.27.14. 


ſtances of it. For Men are al- 
ways apt to impute ſomewhat 
of the Reproof to the ſeverity of 
him that gives it, rather than to 
the demerits of their own Offen- 
ces. And therefore, if thou thy 
ſelf ſhalr ſpeak bur ſlightly of 
their | Sins, they will be ready 
to conclude that chey were, none, 
or atleaſt ſo ſmall, that, it was 
nothing but Officioulnels, - and 
the love of Cenſuring made thee 

rake niotice of-them. 
Fourthly, Let all thy Reprovfs 
be given as ſecretly and privately 
as poſſibly thou canſt ; otheryile 
thou wilt ſeera not {o much ts 
aim at thy Brother's Refoftmarti- 
on, as at his Shame and Canfu- 
fion. For it (as the Wileman 
tells us) a loud and clamorons 
BenediRtion- given too officiout: 
ly, is-ſo far from being a Bleſ- 
ſing; that itis but a Curſeand a 
Shame 
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Shameto a Man's Friend. Cer- 
tainly then a publick clamorous 
Reproof mauſt only tend to the 
Shame and Reproach of them 
that receive it. Indeed there are 
ſome who offend openly before 
many : Theſe, (if there be no 
fear: of irritating them to do 
worſe) we ought openly to re- 
buke, and to give them their 
Reproof in the Company where 
they have given the Offence, (o 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Thoſe that Sm 
rebuke before all ; that is, ſuppo- 
ſing that their Sins be open and 
publick. Bur for others whole 
Sins and Miſcarriages have been 
private, and only known to our 
ſelves and a few others, we ought 
to reprove them in fecrert, and 
to be tender nor only of their 
Souls, bur of their Reputation 
allo. Soisthe Counſel of our 


1 Tim.5.20 


Saviour, If thy Brother ſpall treſ- Matth. 18. 
« Lot 
D d paſs , 
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haſs agamſt thee, go and tell him his 
Fault between thee and him alone. 
And indeed this is a neceſſary 
picce of Prudence, not only to 
preſerve. his Reputation and 
good Name 2s much as may 
be, bur allo, - 

t Firſt, To preſerve the. Repu- 

To preſerve tation of Religion it ſelf, which 


the Keput ati- : 
on of Reli ;. more publick divulging of his 


on. Offences might much impair and 
diſcredit, And, 
2 Secondly, To hinder the 


To binder - . a 
the ſpread. (Preading of an evil Example, 


ing of an e- Which allo perhaps ſome or 0- 

vil Example. ther would make uſe of, to en- 

courage them in the like Tranſ- 
oreſſtions. . And, 

Wa) - Thirdly, To prelerve him fer-' 

viceable for the future ; for by 


may be fur - ; ages ; 
viceable, reporting his Miſcarriages, thou 


lefleneſt his Credir, and thereby 
rendreft him: leſs capable of do- 
ing good than he'\ywas before. 
1 For 
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For though he may recover him- 

ſelf out of the Snare of the De- 
vil, and his Wound be healed, 

yet if his Faults have been mod 
publick, the Scar will {till re- 
main : And this will be ſuch a 
blemiſh to him, that having loſt 
much of his repute among Men, 

he will likewiſe loſe much of 
thoſe Advantages he formerly 
had of doing good in the World; 

and thou by thy mprudent Reproofs 
be the cauſe of it. Upon all 
theſe Accounts it isneceſlary that 
thy Reproofs be managed with 
the greateſt Secrely and Privacy 
that may be : For, as St. Auſtine 
ſpeaks well, if whilſt thou alone 
knoweſt thy Brother to have 
offended, and yer wilt rebuke 
him before all, Non es correftor 
ſed proditor ; Thouart not a Re- 

prover, but a Betrayer, 
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mult be re- 


proved Ye 
ſpeftfully. 


Job 34. 18. 


EY SOUTS « 


Fifthly, Reprove not one who 
is _ thy Superiour, unleſs 
it be at a reſpe&tful diſtance. 
Towards ſuch we muſt not uſe 
down-right and blunt Rebukes ; 
but rather inſinunate things into 
them with Addreſs and Artifice. 
What ſays Elibu, Ts it fit to ſay to 
a King, Thou .art wicked, and to 
Princes, Ve areunzodly ? And in- 
deed in this Cale uſually, it is 
molt fit and decent that thy Re- 
proofs ſhould not carry their own 
Shape and Form, but diſguiſe 
them rather into Parables or In- 
treaties, or into any ſuch hum- 
ble and becoming Method : 
Yer withal let ſo much appear, 
as that they may welt enough 
know thy drift and intent, For 
it becomes the Wiſdom and Sta- 
tion of Inferiours, ſo to order 
their Speech, that if ir can bur 
be interpreted as a Reproof, their 
YU- 
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Superiours may and will certain- 
ly know they meant it for ſuch. 
Thus the Apoſtle bids us, Rebuke 
not an Elder, but rather intreat him 
as a Father. For becauſe their 
Place and Calling required Re- 
ſpect and Reverence, therefore 
che Apoſtle would not have them 
bluntly Rebuked, bur that the 
Reproof ſhould be clad in ano- 
ther dreſs, chat they might ap- 
pear to be rather Intreaties than 
Rebukes. 

We may obſerve likewiſe 
that when Nathan was ſent im- 
mediately by God to reprove 
King David, he doth not attack 
him dire&ly, and fall rudely up- 
on him for his Adultery and 
Murder, but cloaths his Speech 
in a Parable, and when he had 
ſo repreſented the heinouſneſs 
of his Sin, ſo as by that means 
to make him firſt reprove and 
Dd 3 con- 
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not be pualty 
of the Sms 

we reprove 

others fax, 


condemn himſelf, then he tells 
him, Thou art t& Man. 

Sixthly, If thou wouldſt have 
thy Keproofs efftectual, eſpecial- 
ly beware that thou thy {elf arr 
not guily of thoſe Sins which 
thou reptoveſt in another. Ir 
were indeed a "Temper to be 
with'd and pray'd for, that we 
could only reſpe&t how righte- 
ous the Reproof were, and not 
how righteous the Perſon is 
who gives it. For there is no 
more reaſon to' rejet ſound 
Admonition, becauſe it comes 
from an unſound Hearr, than 
there 1s ro ſtop our Ears againſt 
o00d Counſel becauſe-ir 1s de- 
livered perhaps by an-unſavou- 
ry Breath. Yer ſo it is, that 
when Men of defiled Confſcien- 
ces and Converſations reprove 
others, they are apr. to juſtify 
chemlelyes by recriminating, or 
elle 
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elſe to think they do bur {por 
and jeſt with them :' Or thirdly 
to hate them for groſs Hypo: 
crites and Diſlemblers ; or laſt- 
ly, to think they do but envy 
them their Sins, and that they 
would ingroſs all to themlelyes. 
Ic was a true Obſervation of 
Pliny in his Epiſtles, Lib. 8. Epiſt, 
22. That there are ſome, Qu fic 
aliorum. viſus iraſcuntur, quaſt mVis 
deant : Who are ſo angry at 0- 
ther Mens Vices, as if they 
they envied them. lt cannot be 
hoped that the Reproof of ſuch 


ſhould ever take place. But 


when a Man of a clear and un- 


{poted Name {hall reprove the 
Sins and Vices of others, his 
Rebukes carry Authority with 


them, and if they cannot re- 


form, yet at leſt muſt they needs 
daunt and filence the Offen- 
ders that they ſhall have nothing 
Dd 4 ra 
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Motrves for 
Yeproving our 
Brother. 


Benefit of 


ro 


Evaſions, but they muſt needs 


be 


are as evil, as he repreſents them 


by 
ro 
$. 


of 


' thority alone ought to prevail 
againſt all the Diſhculties that 
we either find or fancy in the 
way of Obedience thereunto : 
Conſider, Fiſt, the great be- 
reproving 0+ nefit that may redound both to 


the 


remains 1s to propound to you 
ſome Metives that may quicken 

ou to the conſcientious dil- 
charge of this much negleRed 
Duty. And I ſhall but name 
ſome few, and leave thera to 
your conſideration to be farther 
preſt upon you. And here 
next to the expreſs Command 


reply, no Subterfuges nor 
convinced that their Sins 
his own Care and Caution 


be avoided. 


Fiftly, The only Thing that 


Almighty God, whoſe Au- 


O 


Reprover, and Reprovyed, 
ENT Firſt, 
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Firſt, Thou ſhalt hereby pro- 
vide thy ſelf a Friend that may 
rake the ſame liberty to reprove 
thee, when it ſhall be needful, 
and for thy great good. And 
it may very well be thought 
that the Apoſtle upon this Ac- 
count requires us to Reſtore our Gal. 6. 1- 
fallen Brother, with meek Reprogfs, 
conſidering our ſelves, leſt we alſo 
be tempted : Thats, that hereb 
we may purchaſe a true Friend, 
who will be as faithful to us, 
as we have been to him. How- 
ever, certainly it is the beſt and 
moſt generous way of procuring 
to our ſelves true Love and Re- 
ſpe from thoſe whom we have 
thus reformed. So ſays Solo- 
mon, Rebuke a wiſe Man, and he ©*%+ 9:5. 
will love thee, And in another 
place, ſays he, He-that Rebuketh 
a Man, afterwards ſhall find more 
favour than be that flattereth with 
bis Tongue. Se- 


Prov.23.23. 
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Dan. 12. 3. 


Prov.24-25. 


Secondly, Thou- wilt hereby 
inticle thy ſelf to that greatand 
precious Promiſe, Daniel 12, 
That they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as 
the Brightneſs of the Firmament ; 
and they that turn many to Righ- 
reouſneſs, as the Stars for ever 
and ever. And to that other of 
the wiſe Man,” To them that re-+ 
buke the Wicked, ſhall be Delight, 
and a good Bleſſmg ſhall come upon 
them. 

Thirdly, Thou ſhalt increaſe 
thy own Graces and Comforts 
more than poſlibly thou cauldſt 
do by ſeparating thy ſelf from 
them. Thy Graces: will - be 
more confhrmed, becauſe. re- 
proving of --others will» ingage 
thee to a greater Watchfulneſs 
over ithy ſelf... Thy Comforts 
alſo will be- increaſed, ' becauſe 
a conſcientious diſcharge, of this 
Duty, will be cothee a great E- 
T vidence 
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vidence of the integrity and ſin- 
cerity of thy Heart. 

Firſt, The practice of this \,. 
Duty will be greatly profita- 
ble unto him that is reproved. 

How knoweſt thou bur it may 
be a means to turn him from 
his Iniquity, and fo thou ſhalt 
prevent a Multitude of Sins, and Jam. 5. 20. 
ſave a Soul from Death. And 
hereby likewiſe we ſhall fru- 
ſtrate one of the great Deſigns 
and Artifices of the Devil, which 
is, to allure Men to Sin by the 
examples of thoſe Wickednefles 
that paſs uncheckt and uncon- 
troul'd in the World. 

Secondly, Conſider that we 
our ſelves alſo were diſobedi- 
ent and: tooliſh, ſerving divers 
Luſts and Pleaſures, but were 
wrought upon either by pub- 
lick or private Reproof. And 
why then ſhould not we uſe the 
ſame 


Tit. 3+ 3. 
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r Joh. 3.15. 


ſame Cnarity towards others, 
which God hath been pleaſed 
to make effectual towards us. 

Thirdly, Conſider that the 
Text makes it an apparent ſign 
of hating our Brother, if we 
forbear juſtly to reprove him. 
Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother *n 
thy Heart : thou ſhalt m any wiſe 
reprove him. So that he who re- 
proves not his Brother, hates 
him. Now he that hates his Bro- 
ther is a Murderer, ſays St. John. 
And no Murderer hath Eternal Life. 
Yea, we are guilty of Soul-Mur- 
der, which is ſo much the more 
heinous, by how much the 
Soul is more precious than the 
Body. 

Fourthly, Conſider that the 
performance of this Duty, were 
it more univerſal, would be the 
apteſt and readieſt means. to 
prevent Schiſm and Diviſion. 
The 


_—_ 
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The grand pretence for Separa- 
tion, is the wickedneſs of many 
who are Church-Members. Now 
our Saviour's Method is, that ſuch 
ſhould be firſt reproved and 
admoniſh'd, before they be caſt 
out ; bur it is a moſt prepoſte- 
rous and headlong Courke that 
thouſands in our Days take, who 
caſt themſelves our of the Com- 
munion of the Church, for the 
Sins of thoſe who deſerve to be 
caſt out ; and rather than they 
will perform this ingrateful 


Work of Reproef, choole to ſe- 


parate; whereas it they would 


make uſe of our Saviour (hriſt's Mat. 18.15, 
16, 


Advice, to reprove privately, 
and in caſe of Obſtinacy, to 
convict publickly, there would 
be, as no necd, fo no Pretence 
lefe for Separation ; bur either 
their' private Reproofs would 
prevail to reform, or their pub- 


lick 


— 
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Eph. 5. 11. 


lick Complaints and Acculati- 
ons, to remove Offenders. 

Fifthly, Conſider, that the 
negle& of this Duty, brings 
the Sin and Guilt of others u 
on your own Souls. See Bo 
this that Scripture, Epheſtans 5. 
11. Have no Fellowſhip with the 
wunfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but 
rather reprove them. If we re- 
prove them not, we are Par- 
takers of their evil Deeds, and 
deſerve to be Partakers of their 
Tormentrs. 
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The Dreadfulneſs of God's 
Wrath againſt Sin» 


ners explained. 


IN SEVERAL 


SERMONS. 


OCD—_——_—_————_——_—— 


HE 8. 10. 30,31. 
For we know him that hath ſaid, Ven- 


geance belongeth unto me, I will 
recompence, ſaith the Lord ; and 
again, the Lord ſhall juds his 
People. 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
Hands of the Living Ged. 


Here are two principal ,, ;,,,.- 
l Attributes of God, which d«&#ien. 
the Scripture propounds 
to us as the moſt powertul and 


efh- 


God's Wrath 


efficacious Motives to reſtrain us 
from Sin: And they are his 
Mercy, and his Juſtice. Mercytho 

it be a ſoft, yet is it a ſtrong Ar- 
gument to encourage us to Puri- 
pl and Holineſs. And therefore 
ays the Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 4. The 
_— Goodneſs of God leadeth us to Re- 
pentance. And certainly that 
Mercy that expreſſeth it ſelf fo 
ready to pardon Sin, cannot but 
lay a mighty Obligation upon 
the Ingenuity of a Chriſtian Spi- 
rit to abſtain from the commil- 
fion of it. He that can encou- 
rage himſelf in Wickednels, 
upon the conſideration of the 
infinite Free-Grace of God, doth 
bur ſpurn thoſe very Bowels that 
yern towards him, and ſtrike at 
God with his own Golden Scep- 
.zer, yea he tares abroad thoſe 
Wounds which were at firſt 0- 
pened for him, and caſts the 
Blood 


dreadful to Sinners. 


Blood of his Saviour back again 
in his Face; Burt becauſe In- 
genuity is periſht from off the 
Earth, and Men are generally 
more apt to be wrought upon 
by Arguments drawn from 
Fear than Love, therefore the 
Scripture propounds to us the 
conſideration of the dreadful 
Juſtice of God arrayed in all 
the terrible Circumſtances of 
it, that if Mercy cannot allure 
ns, Juſtice ar leaſt might at- 
fright us from our Sins. And 
as thoſe who are to travel tho- 
row Widernefſes and Deſerts, car- 
ry Fire with them to terrify 
wild and ravenous Beaſts, and 
to. ſecure themfelves from their 
Aſfaults : So doth the grear 
God, who hath to deal with 
brutiſh Men, Men more ſavage 
chan wild Beaits, he kindles a 
Fire about him, and appears to 
E e them 
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Heb. 10, 28, 
29, 


Job 15. 26. 


them all in Flames and Fury ; 


that ſo he might tright them 


' from their bold Attempts, who 


otherwiſe would be ready, to 
run upon his Neck and. upon the 
thick Boſſes of his Buckler. 

And therefore in the four 
precedent Verſes, we find the 
Apoſtle threarning moſt tre- 
mendous Judgments againſt all 
that ſhould wilfully crangrek, 
after they had received the 
knowledg of the Truth. He 
tells us, /erſe 26. That there re- 
mams no more ſacrifice for their 
Sms: Nothing to expiate their 
Guilt, but that they themlelves 
mult fall a Burnt-Sacrifice to 
the offended Juſtice of God, 
conſumed with that fiery Indig- 
nation that ſhall. certainly ſeize 
and prey upon them for ever, 
Andin v.28, 29. hefets forth the 
excceding Dreadfulneſs of their * 


Judg- 


[TI— 


dreadful to Sinners. ; 


67. 


Judgment, by a compariſon be- 
eween thoſethat violated the Law 
of Moſes, and thoſe that renounce 
and anuul the Law of Chriſt. He 
that deſpiſed Moſes's Law, who 
himſelf was bar a Servanc, and 
his Laws conſiſted of inferiour 
and leſs ſpiritual Ordinances, 
yet a Deſpiler and Tranſgref- 
ſor of thele was to die without 
Mercy ; certainly much forer 


Judgments await thoſe, who 


reject the Laws of Chriſt, and 
trample him, who is the Son and 
Lord of the Houle, under foot ; 
accounting his Blood unholy 
and wie Ann renouncing his 
Merits, and blaſpheming the 
Holy Spirit by which our Sa- 
Viour 2&ted : Such as thele, lays 
the Apoſtle, (ſhall erernally pe- 
riſh with leſs Mercy, than thoſe 
that died without Mercy. Where 
by the way obſerve the ſtrange 


LE 1 Em- 
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Enipbaſts that the Apoſtle lays up- 
-on this dreadful Comminati- 
on ; he tells us they ſhall be 
ſorer puniſh'd, than thoſe thar 
are puniſhed without Mercy ; 
ro let us know, that as there are 
tranſcendent Glories, ſuch as 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
nar. can it enter into the Heart 
of ' Man to conceive, reſerved 
1n- the higheſt Heavens for 
thoſe that':love . God ; ſo al- 
ſo-:a76 there» Woes: and : Tor- 
ments, ſuch as Eye hath not ſeen; 
Far heard, ner can it enter mto the 
Heart of Man to conceiie, how 
orcat and inſupportable they 
are, prepared in Hell for thole 
that hate him. They 1hall die 
with leſs Mercy, than thole that 
die without Mercy. 

Now that we might not 
wonder at ſuch a Paradox as this, 
the Apoſtle gives the Reaſon of 
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it in my Text, For we know him 
that hath ſaid, Vengeance belongeth 
unto me, it is the Vengeance of 
God, anda falling into the Hands 
of God, and therefore it is no 
wonder if their Puniſhmeats 
{hall be beyond all extremity. 
They fall under the Power and 
Wrath of an infinite God, which 
when we have heaped Super- 
latives upon Superlatives, yet 
ſtill we muſt expreſs deftectively 7 
and all that we can conceive of 
it falls vaſtly ſhort of reaching 
but a faint and languiſhing re- 
ſemblance thereof, Ir is a State 
ſo full of perfect Miſery, thac 
Miſery i it ſelf is too ealy a Name 
togive it; yea, whatſoever we 
can ſpeak moſt appolicly of 
it, is but diminiſhing it; for 
becauſe it is the Wrath and Yen-+ 
geance of an infinite Gog, it can 


no-more be known by us, than 
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God himſelf, Plunge your 
Thoughts as deep into it as 
you can, yet {till there remains 
an infinire Abyſſe which you 
can never fathom. And O 
that the conſideration of this 
Wrath might cauſe us all to trem- 
ble before this great and terri- 
ble God, that we might ſo fear 
ic, as never to feel it ; and be per- 
{waded to fall down at his Feer, 
that we may never fall into his 
Hands. And that we may be 
thus affeted, I have choſen 
this Text to {et forth the Great- 
neſs and Dreadfulneſ(s of that 
Wrath and Vengeance which 
the righteous God will execute 
upon all ſtubborn and diſobedi- 
ent Wretches. 

A Text that ſpeaks to us, as 
God did to the Jſraclites from 
Mount Sinai, out of the midſt of 
the Fire and Blackneſs, Dark- 
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nels and Tempeſt, in the Voice 
of a Trumpet. And truly we 
have all need co have ſuch rou- 
ſing Truths frequently inculca- 
ted upon us, for the beſt of us 
are Lethargical, and though 
ſometimes when our Conſcien- 
ces are pincht hard by a ſevere 
and ſearching Truth, we ſtart 
up and look abroad, yet as ſoon 
as the preſent Impreſſion is 0- 
ver, we ſuddenly cloſe our Eyes, 
and fail aſleep again in Sin and 
Security. © There is a ſtrange 
Dullneſs and Stupor hath ſeiz d 
us, that we can no longer keep 

waking than we are ſhook. 
And therefore as we ule to 
apply Fire and burning Coals 
to Lethargick Perſons to awaken 
them ; ſo we have need to 
heap Coals of Fire upon Mens 
Heads, to ſpeak with fiery 
Tongues, and thunder Woe and 
E e 4 Wrath 
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Wrath and Judgments againſt 
them, that we may rouze the 
ſecure ſtupid World, and fo at 
leaſt ſcorch them into Life and 
Senſe. | 

In the Words we have theſe 
two Parts obſervable. 

Firſt, An Appropriation of 
Vengeance unto God, Vengeance 
belongeth unto me, T will recompence, 

aith the Lord. 

Secondly, The Dreadfulneſs 
of - that Vengeance inferred, 
from the conſideration of the 
Author and Inflier of it, & tis 
a fearful thing to fall mto the Hands 
of the [1vmg God. 

*Y begin with the firſt of theſe, 
God's appropriating and chal- 
lenging Vengeance unto him- 
ſelf. Vengeance belongeth unto me, 
J will recompence, aith the Lord. 


Which Paſlage the Apoſtle cites 


Devt.32.35- Out of Deuteronomy ch, 32.3 5,36 
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To me belongeth Vengeance and Re- 
compence, and the Lord ſhall judge bis 
People. It is his great and 
royal Prerogative that he doth 
ſometimes make uſe of in in- 
flicting Judgments upon the 
Wicked in this World, but moſt 
eſpecially in the World to come. 
And to this future Vengeance, 
the Words ought particularly 
to be applyed. Now from this 
conſideration, That Vengeance 
in 2 peculiar Manner belongs 
unto the great God, hence we 
may. obſerve, 

| That God himſelf will be the im- 
mediate Infliter of the Puniſhments 
of the Damned. 


It is therefore here likewiſe 


called a falling mto the Hands of 


the living God, which denotes his 
immediate Efficiency in their 
'T orments. 


It 
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It- is true, God doth uſe ſe- 
veral Inſtruments of Torture in 
Hell. There is the Worm that 
never dies, and the Fire that never 
20es out, which I ſuppoſe to be 
not only a Metaphorica!, but pol- 


fibly a Material Fire, elevated to 
ſuch a degree of Subtilty, as 


that it ſhall at once torture 
the Soul, and not conſume the 
Body.. And this Fire the Devis, 
who are their Executioners, will 
be ſtill very officiouſly raking a- 
bout them, uſing all their ma- 
licious Art to increaſe their e- 
ternal Miſery. Burt yer theſe 
things are bur ſmall Appenda- 
ges, and only the ſlighter Cir- 
cumſtances of their Torments ; 
the moſt exatt and intolerable 
part of their Torture they ſhall 
feel inflicted upon them from 
another Fire, an intelligent E- 
verlaſting, and therefore an un- 
quench- 
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quenchable Fire, and that is 


God himſelf, for ſo he is ſaid to 


be, Heb. 12. ult. Our God is 4 feb. 12.29. 


conſuming Fire. 

And though we ordinarily 
ſpeak only of Fell Fire, yer not 
Gate Hell. but Heaven it ſelf is 


full of this Fire; conſult thar 


place I/a. 23. 14. Who among 15 Iſa. 33 14- 


ſhall dwell with the devouring Fire ? 
who among us ſhall dwell with ever- 
laſtmg Burnings > Would not one 
think at the very firſt ſound of 
the Words, that the Prophet 
ſpeaks only of ſuch as ſhould 
be damned, of ſuch as ſhould 
be caſt into Hell, to. remain 
there in everlaſting Fire and 
Burnings ? And demands of 
them, who among them could 
endure this 2 No, but it appears 
plainly, har this Fire and Burn- 
mg is in Heaven it ſelf, and the 
Prophet by putting chis Queſti- 
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on, Who ſhall dwell with the de- 
vouring Fire and everlaſting Burn- 
ings ? 'asks who ſhall be ſaved, 
and not who ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed? And therefore in the 15th 
Verſe, he tells us, that he ſhall 
do it, who walketh uprizhtly, and 
ſpeaketh uprightly,, that * deſpiſeth 
the gain of Oppreſſun, that ſhaketh 
his Hands from holding of Bribes, 
that ſtoppeth his Ears from hearing 
of Blood, and ſhutteth his Fyes 
from ſeeing of Evil, Such a one 
{ſhall dwell with the devouring 
Fire; that is, he ſhall for ever 
dwell and remain with God in 
Heaven. So that we fee God 
is'a Fire both to the Wicked, 
and to the Godly ; to the Wic- 
ked he is a penetrating torturing 
Fire, and they are combuſtible 
Matter for the Wrath and Ven- 
gearice of God to prey 1pon ; 
bur 1 the Godly he is a purify- 
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mg and cheriſhing Fire only. And 
as Lightning doth not only cleanſe 
and refhne the Air, but rends 
Trees and Rocks in pieces, dil- 
{olves Metals, and breaks tho- 
row whatſoever oppoleth it 
in its paſſage : So this great and 
Almighty Fire only refreſheth and 
comforteth the Godly, where- 


25 it breaks and tcars the Wicked * 


in pieces, and melts them down 
like Wax before the ſcorching 
Heat of it. And though I de- 
ny not but there may be ſome- 
what like that which we com- 
monly apprehend when we 
ſpeak of Heil, ſomerunquench- 
able Flames prepared by the 
Wiſdom and Power of God for 
the eternal Torment of thoſe 
Wretches that ſhall be caſt there- 
into ; yet withal I think that 
their moſt exquiſite Torments 
{hall be from that Fire that is 
God himſelf. For 
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Pſalm 104. 
4+ 


For if we obſerve it, it is ſaid 
to be everlaſting Fire prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels, Matth. 
25. 41. Now the Devils are 
ſpiritual Subſtances, and flames 
of Fire themſelves. He maketh his 
Angels Spirits, and his Miniſters, 
that is- his Miniſtring Spirits, 
whether good or evil, whether 
the Miniſters of his Wrath and 
Vengeance, or the Miniſters of 
his Mercy, He makes them Flames 
of Fire, Plalm 104. 4. They 
are ſuch piercing and ſubtile 
Flames that Lightning it ſelf is 
but groſs and dull compared to 
them : Yer here is a Fire that 
ſhall even torture Fire it ſelf, 
a Fire that ſhall burn thoſe 
Flames of Fire; and that is God, 
who being a Spirit, and the 
God of Spirits, can eaſily pierce 
and inſinuate mto the very Cen- 
tre of their Beings. So = 
F the: 
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the Damned in Hel! ſhall for 
ever find themſelves burnt up 
with a double Fire, a Material 
Fire, (uted and adapted to im- 
preſs Pain and Torment upon 
the Body, yet withour waſting 
and conſuming it; And an in- 
viſible mtelleual Fire, that ſhall 
prey upon the Soul, and fill ir 
with unſpeakable Anguiſh and 
Horror, and this is no other than 
God himſelf. 

And in this there is a true Pa- 
rallel berween Heaven and Hell ; 
for as in Heaven, though there 
are many created Excellencies 
and Glories which contribute 
to the Beatitude of the Saints, 
yet their moſt ſubſtantial Hap- 
pineſs is derived from their im- 
mediate fruition of God : So 
likewiſe in Hell, though there 
be many created and (if I may 
fo call them) - many invented 
Teor- 


God's Wrath 


Rom. 9. 22. 


1 Thel. 1.9. 


Tortures, yer the higheſt and 
moſt intolerable Miſery of the 
Damned, is from the immedi- 
ate infliction and infuſion of the 
Divine Wrath into them, . which 
no Creature doth or can con- 
vey to them. in ſuch a Manner 
and Mealure as they there feel 
3t, but God himſelf pours the 
Full Vaals of it into their Souls. 
And therefore as the Saints are 
called Veſſels of Mercy, 1o the 
Wicked are called /eſſels of Wrath, 
fitted for Deſtrufi191, Rom. 9. 22, 
Such Velſiels inro which God 
will pour in of his Vengeanee, 
and fill brimm-full with his 
Wrath and Fury for ever. 

The Apoſtle, 2 Theff. ». 9. 
ſpeaking of wicked Men, tells 
us; That they ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting Deſtruttion from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and from the 
Glory of his Power; Where we 
muſt 
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muſt nor think that this Phraſe 
[ From the Preſence of the Lord | de- 
notes only that part of their Pu- 
niſhment which we call pena 
Damni,or the puniſhment of Loſs; 
but rather that it denotes the cſh- 
cient Caule of their pena Senſus, 
or the puniſhment of Senſe ; not 
chat their puniſhment ſhall only 
be, to be tor ever baniſhed from 
his Preſence, bur that this Preſence 
ſhall be active in inflicting Pu» 
niſhments upon them, and we 
may well read it thus, They ſha? 
be puniſhed with everlaſting, Deſtru- 
fon, by the Preſence of the Lord,and 
by ebe Glory of bis Power : For as 
God's glorious Power is cfte- 
tive. of their Deſtruction, ſo 
alſo 1s his Preſence, the dread 
Preſence of that conſuming and 
tormenting Fire, | 

And thus much briefly for 
the f/f Thing obſervable in 

41 
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the Text, namely God's appro- 
priating Vengeance unto him- 
felf, Vengeance belongeth wnto me, 
and it is a fallmg mtothe Hands of 
the Living God. 

| come now to the ſecond 
Thing obſervable in the Words, 
and that is 'the dreadfulneſs of 
this Vengeance inferred, from 
the conſideration of the Author 
and Infliter of it ; for becauſe 
it is Divine Vengeance, and a 
falling into the Hands of the 
living God, therefore it muſt 
needs be very terrible. And here 
[ ſhall firſt take notice of thoſe 
Expreſſions that my Text affords, 
to (et forth the Terrour of this 
Wrath. And then conſider other 
Demonſtrations of it. And here, 

Firſt, Conſider that all other 
Vengeance 1s as nothing in 
compariſon of that which God 
takes on a damned Soul, You 
may 
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may poſlibly have heard of 
ſtrange and horrid Revenges 


that ſome cruel Men have car- 
ved out unto theraſel ves, putting 
thoſe that have offended them 
to ſuch Tortures as were alto- 
gether unfit for Men either co 
infli&t or ſuffer. All Hiſtories 
abound with ſuch Barkarites. 
I am loth to offend your Ears 
ſo much as to recount them, ler 
us only take an eſtimate by the 
dreadful Revenge that David 
rook on the Ammonites: 2 Sa- 


Fle put them under Saws, and Har- 
rows of Iron, and made them paſs 
thorew the Brick-Kilns. And all 
chis Severity, (if not to ſay Cru- 
elty) was to revenge the info- 
lent Afront done to his Embaſ- 
fadours. It is doubtleſs no fmall 
Torture to be burnt alive, for 
Fire is a ſearching Thing, and 
Ft 2 eats 
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eats deep into the Senſes ; but 
yet this. kind of Dearth was a 
quick and merciful difpatch in 
compariſon of the others: Think 
what it is to be ſtrerche along, 
and to have the (harp ſpikes of 
an Harrow tare up your Fleſh, 
and draw out your Bowels and 
Bones after them : Or what it 
is to be ſawn aſunder in the 
mid{t, and to have thoſe ſmall 
Teeth eat their way ſlowly 
thorow you, while they jarr a- 
gainſt your Bones, and pull our 
your Nerves and Sinews thread 
by thread. How many Deaths 
think you were theſe poor mt- 
{crable Creatures compelled to 
ſuffer before they were-permit- 
red to. die, Yet alas! thele, 
and all the witty Tortures that 
ever were invented by the 
greateſt Maſters of Cruelty, are 


nothing in compariſon of the 
Ven- 
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Vengeance that God will take 
upon Sinners in H-!l: And there- 
fore he ſays,Venveance is mine, I will 
recompence, As if he ſhould lay, 

alas, all that you-can do one to 
another ſignifies nothing, it is 
not to be called, nor accounted 
Vengeance, that is too great a 
Name for ſuch poor Effeds. Ic 
is a Prerogative that CTod chal- 
lengeth to himſelf to be the 4- 
venger : And whatever Crea- 
rures meddle with, it chey have 
not a Commiſſion - from him, 
it is * their Sin ; and therefore 
private Perſons, whom he hath 
not inveſted with any ſuch Au- 
thority, ought not to take up- 
on them to avenge their own 
cauſe. Or it they have a Com- 
miſſion, yer all their execution of 
Vengeance 1s but teeble and weak. 

We fnd in Ecceſtaſtical Hiſtory 
that the Holy M.rtyrs have often 
Ft 3 mockr 
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mockt at all the cruel Tortares 
of their inraged Perſecutors, and 
God hath either taken from 
them all ſenſe of their Pain, or 
elſe given them in ſuch ſtrong 
Conſolations, that they have 
triumph'd and exulted in all the 
Extremity of them; O how 
have they hugg'd the Stake ar 
which they were to be burnt, 
courted the Beaſts that were to 
devour them, and been ſtretched 
upon the Rack with as much 
content, as formerly they have 
ſtrercht themſelves upon their 
Beds; and not ſo much fuf- 
fered, as enjoyed their Deaths ! 
God hath fo mercifully taken 
off the Edg and Keeneſs of their 
Torments, to ſhew that Vengeance 
1s his Right and Due, and thar 
they are - contemptible things 
that one Man can inflit upon 


another, ſcarce worthy to be 
called 
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called Yengeance. And belides, 
let it be never ſo ſharp and cut- 
ting, yet it cannot be long du- 
rable ; the more intolerable any 
Torments are, the ooner.do they 
work our elcape from them, 
And. though Spe and Malice 
may 'wiſh the Perperuicy of our 
Pain, yet it is not poſlible for 
mortal Men to proſecute an um- 
mortal Revenge, the Death, ei- 
ther of them, or our ſelves, will 
put a period to our Sufferings. 
And what a ſmall mater is it 
ro undergo pain for a few days 
only, this is not worthy to be 
called Vengeance, nor is it like 
that which the great God will 
wAict which is Pork inſuppor- 
table and eternal. And there- 
fore, 

Secondly, "The Apoſtle calls it 
a fallmg into the Hands of the Living 
God. And this denotes to us the 
Ft 4 Per- 
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Perpetidity and Eternity of this 
Penzeance, God for ever lives 
to inflict ic, and Sinners ſhall for 
ever live to ſuffer it; for the 

fall into his Hands. God hath, 
as it were, leaſed out a Life to 
every wicked Man, he hath his 
Term of Years (er him, wherein 
he lives to himſelf, enjoying his 
Luſts, and the Pleaſures and 
Profits of this preſent World ; 
and all this while Vengeance inter- 
medles but little with him : but 
when his Life is expir'd, and 
his Years run out, he then falls 
into the Hands of the grear 
Lord of all, and becomes the 
Poſſeſſion of his Vengeance and 
Juſtice for ever. And then, Ie 
75 the Living God, and ſuch wick- 
ed Wretches muſt for ever live 
ro endure the rgoſt dreadful ex- 
ecution of his Power and Wrath. 
Were there any Term or Period 
ſer 
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ſer ro their Torments, ſhonld they 
when they have endured them 
thouſands of thouſands of 
Years,afterwards be annihilated, 
the expectation of this Releaſe, 
ar the laſt, would give them ſome 
ſuppprt; yea, it would be ſome 
ſolace to them in their Sufferings 
ro think that ar laſt they ſhould 
be freed from them : Bur this is 
the Accent of their Miſery, and 
thar which makes them alroge- 
ther deſperate, that it is for ever; 
for ever they muſt -lie and wal- 
low in thoſe Flames thar ſhall 
never be quenched, and (hall 
always be bit and ſtung with 
thar Worm that fhall never die, 
they are fallen into the Hands of 
the livms God, who will never 
let them go as long as he lives, 
that 1s, never to all Eternity. 
He is a conſuming Fire, bur yer 
{ſpends not any part of his Fe- 
wel, 


go 
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wel, he conſumes without di- 
miniſhing them, and deſtroys, 
but yet ſtill perpetuates their 
being. A wiſe and intelligent 
Fire, (as Mmatizs calls him) that 
devours the Damned, but yer 
ſill repairs them, and by tor- 
anenting till nouriſhes then for 
future Torments. Sapiers ille 
ignis, urit & reficit, carpit C7 Nut« 
trit, And when they have lain 
burning, in this Fire all che Ages 
that Arithmetick can ſum up, 
Millions after Thouſands, and 
Thouſands of Millions, yet ſtill 
it is but the beginning of. their 
Sorrows. O think with yeur 
{elves how long and tedious a 
little time ſeems to you when 
you are in pain, you complain 
then that Time hath leaden 
Feet, and wiſh the Days and 


Hows. would roll away. faſter 


with you, and you never find 
them 
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them fo ſlow paced, as when 
they paſs over a ſick Bed, Oh 
then what will it be when you 
ſhall lie ſweltring under che bead 
Wrath and Vengeance of the living 
God, the intolerablencſs of your 
Pain and Torment will make 
every Day ſeem an Age, and 
every Year as long as Eternity, 
and yet you-muſt lie there an 
Eternity of choſe long Years.Me 
thinks this conſideration of Eter- 
nal Torments ſhould aftoaiſh the 
Heart, and ſink the Spirits of 
every wicked Wretch; for though 


they were not to be ſo exceflive- 


ly ſharp as they are, yet the 
Eternity of them, is that which 
ſhould make them alr 

intolerable. There 1s ſcarce a- 
ny pain fo ſmall but it would 
make us deſperate, were we aſ- 
{ured it would never wear off, 
that we ſhould never obtain a- 
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ny eaſe or freedom -from 'it. 
What ever Pain we ſuffer, our 
uſual 'incouragement unto Pa-' 
rience is, that ſhortly it will be' 
over : But now in Hell there 
is no period fixt to their Torments, 
they are all eternal, | and there- 
fore- whatſoever they are for 
the Degree and Meaſure of them, 
yet are they utterly / intolerable, 
at leaſt for their Duration and 
Contitance. Couldſt -thou 
ſhove away. Millions of Years 
with'a Wiſh, yer all this would 
avail:nothing ; for there are as 
many Years in Eternity as there 
are Moments, and as many 
Millions of Years as there are 
Years, that 'is, it is-an infinite 
and- boundleſs Duration, and 
when” thou haſt 'ſtruck "thy 
Thoughts as deep. into it as 
thou:canſt, yer ſtil] thay art bur 


at the top of the heap, and it is 
ſill 
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ſtill a whole Eternity to the 
bottom. 

Thirdly, Conſider alſothat the 
Wrath and Vengeance of God is 
moſt dreadful, not only from 
the Eternal Continuance and 
Duration thereof, bur alſo from 
the exceſſive Anguiſh and Smart 
of thoſe Torments that he inflicts ; 
nothing that we have ever felc, 
or can feel in this preſent Liſe, 
can come into any compariſon 
with them ; and therefore the 
Text calls it, A fallmg ito the 
Hands of God. Here on Earth 
God's Hand doth ſometimes 
fall upon us, and it falls very 
heavy too, and lays upon us 
ſore and weighty Burthens ; bur 
theſe are nothing conſiderable to 
our falling into the Hands of 
God. There is as much diffe- 
rence between, his Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure falling upon us, and 
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our falling upon it, as there is is 
between our havin 

drops of a Showre Ching upon upon 
us, and our falling into a Ri- 
ver, or into the Sea, and _ 
overwhelmed with the 
Waters thereof ; and yer 
dreadful is tt when 's Hand 
only falls upon us! It was a 
ſad Complaint of the P/almift, 
P/alm 32. 4. That God's Hand lay 
heavy upon him. And Pſalm 38. 
2. That God's Hand preſt him fore. 
Grievous Burthens and _ 
Preffures may be laid upon u 
by this Hand of God, and fs 
both as to outward Aﬀictions, 
and inward Troubles. 

Firſt, As to outward Aﬀicti- 
ons. How dreadfully doth God 
ſtrerch out his Hand againſt 
ſome, making wide and terri- 
ble.Breaches uy on them ; Some 
in their Eflates, fome in their 
| Re- 
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Relations, and ſome in their 
bodily Health and Strength, 
Have you never been about the 
fick Beds of thoſe that have 
roared out through the extremi- 
ty of their Pains, when every 
Limb hath been upon the 
Rack, and God hath hlled them 
with a Complication of loath- 
fom, tormenting and incurable 
Diſeaſes ? and yer all this is bur 
only a falling of God's Hand 
them. 

Secondly, As to inward Trou- 
bles : We ſee how God cramps 
ſome Mens Conſciences, breaths 
Fire and Flames into their very 
Souls, and makes deep Wounds 
in their Spirits, forcing them tho- 
row the extremity of their An- 
guiſh to cry out, they are dann'd, 
they are dann'd; yea {ome have 
even wiſhe that they were in 


Hell, ſuppoſing chole everlaſt- 
ing 
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Pſal. 88. r5. 


Jobs. 9. 


ing Torments would not: be 
more unſufferable than. what 
they here felt. And indeed 
thele inward Troubles are far 
more grievous than any out- 
ward can be. We hear Heman 
crying out, that becauſe of theſe 
Terrours of the Lord, he was ready 
to die fron his Youth up. And whilſt 
be ſuffered this Wrath of God, he was 
even diſtrafted with it, Pſalm 88. 
15. And Job, whole Patience is 
celebrated for bearing all his 
outward Afﬀictions, his loſs of 
Eſtate, of his Children, of his 
Health, with an heroick Con- 
ſtancy, ( You have heard, lays St. 
James, of the Patience of Job) yer 
when God comes to touch his 
Spirit with his Wrath, then we 
hear of his Impatience, he curfeth 
the Day of his Birth, and wiſhes that 
Ged would deſtroy him, that he would 
let looſe lis Hand and cut mn 
ob 
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Job 6.9. And wherefore are 


- theſe paſſionate Requeſts ? why 


he tell us, Ver. 4. The Arrows of 
the Almighty are within me, the 
Poiſon whereof drinketh up my Spi- 
rit: The Terrors of God do ſet 
themſelves m array againſt me. 
And therefore though he could 
patiently bear all that the rage 
and ſpite of the Devil could do 
againſt .him, when he rouchr 
his Wealth, when he touchr his 
Children, yea when he touchr 
his Body, yet his Patience could 
no longer hold out, when- God 
came to touch his Soul and Con- 
{cience. 

And yet the greateſt Terrors 
of Conſcience, whether in the 
Children of God to their Refor- 
mation, or in the Wicked to 
their Deſperation, are ſtill bur 
light and ſmall rouches of his 
Hand in compariſon with what 
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ſhall be expreſt hereafter on the 
Damned in Hell. For, 

Firſt, To the Godly all theſe 
Afictions are mixed with Love 
and Mercy. They are brought 
upon them not as Plagnes, but 
as Medicaments to do thertt good. 
But in Hell all is Wrath, all is 
Fury, pure Wrath and Judg- . 
ment withont Mercy. [And 
certainly if thoſe Cufferings 
which are inflicted in Love, and 
allay'd with Mercy, are yet fo 
yery dreadfn! ro the People of 
God, how dreadful -wilt the 
Wrath of God be in Hell, where 
ic ſhall be pure and uninixed, 
and nothing pat into that Cup 
which the Damned are there to 
drink of, but the rankeft Ve- 
nome that can be ſqueezed out 
of all the Cur/es that ever God 
hath donounced ? And then, 


Se- 
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Secondly, To the Wicked all », 
the 'Troubles and Terrours 
which they here indure are no- 
- thing in compariſon with what 
they. muſt eternally ſuffet in 
Hell, They are now only 
ſprinkled with a few drops of 
God's Wrath, bur in Hell all his 
Waves ſhall go over them far 
ever. Here they do but fp a lit- 
tle of that Cup, and caſte a little 
of the Froth of it, and ſhould 
they drink deeper, Earth could 
not hold them, bur they would 
grow drunk, and reel and ſtag- 
get into Hell; bur there they muſt 
for ever drink the very Dregs 
of - that Cup of Trembling and 
Aſtoniſhment. And thou who 
now: roareſt and ſtrugleſt like 
a wild Bull in a Net, when God's 
Hand is only upon thee, whar 
wilt thou do when thou {halt e- 
ternally fall into bis Mighty 
Go 2 Hand ? 
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Hands ? 'I hou now cryeſt out 
of the Intolerableneſs of thy pre- 
{ent Pain : bur, alas, hadſt thou 
but felt one gripe of the Tor- 
ments of the Damned in Hell ; 
had God and the Devil had bur 
one blow apeice at thee, thou 
wouldſt choole to live for ever 
here on Earth in the moſt ex- 
quiſite Torture that could be 
deviſed, chooſe to bear the ſhar- 
pelt Paroxiſms' of the Stone or 
Gout, to be. ſtretcht upon the 
Rack, to lye broke upon the 
Wheel, to have thy Flcſh plucker 
off by fiery Pincers; thou wouldt 
chooſe to ſuffer all theſe to all 
Eternity ; yea and chooſe them 
roo as Recreations and Diver- 
tiſements rather than return a- 
pain ro that place of Torment ; 
where not only the Eternity, 
bur the Smart and Anguiſh of 
them, is infinite and unconceiv- 


able. 
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able. And as one Day in the 
Toys of Heaven is better than a 
thouſand Days, nay than a thou- 
ſand Years in all the impure and 
low Delights of Earth : So one 
Day in the Torments of Hell, is far 
worle than a thouſand in the 
ſharpeſt Miſeries we can poſſi- 
bly indure in this Life. 

Here our Pains uſually are 
bur partial, God aimes and 
ſhoots with his Arrow but at 
ſome one part of us : It he 
wounds our Spirits, yet this in- 
vilible Shaft (like Lightumns) 
paſſech thorow without making 
a Breach in our Bodies, or in 
our Eſtates, we have {till our 
Health and our Plenty letc us. 
Oc it he ſtrike the Body, uſual- 
ly it is but in one, or at molt but 
in ſome few Places, and we en- 
joy eaſe in the reſt : Bur in Hell, 
God doth as it vere wrap the 
Gg } whole 
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whole Man up in Searcloth, and 
ſer it on fire round about them, 
ſo that they are tormented in 
every part, neither Soul nor Bo- 
dy eſcaping, nor any Power or 
Faculty of the one, nor any Parc 
or Member of the other. 
When we fall into the Hands 
of God, we zre plunged into an 
Ocean of Wrath, and are covered 
all over with his Fury and In- 
dignation ; the Underſtanding, 
Will, Conſcience, Aﬀections, 
are all as brim-full of Torments 
as they can hold : For what can 
be greater Anguithto the Mind 
than to know our Miſery, and to 
know it to be remedileſs ?: And 
what can be greater Anguiſh to 
the Will and Aﬀections, than 
moſt ardently and vehement!] 
to defire freedom from thoſe 
Torments, bur yet to diſpair of 
ever obtaining it? And what 
can 
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can fill the Conſcience' with 
greater Anguilh, than to refle& 
with infhaice Horrour and Re- 
gret, that it was only Sinners 
own. Folly and Madneſs that 
brought them to this wofal and 
miſerable Condition 2 How 
will they be ready even to rend 
and tear themſelves in pieces, 
their ,Conlciences curſe their 
Wills, and their Wills curſe their 
Afﬀections, and their Aﬀections 
the Objects that enticed them to 
the commiſſion of thoſe Sins, 
the Revenges of which they 
mult now eternally ſuffer * And 
2s for the Bodies of theſe Dam- 
ned Souls, rhey ſhall after the 


Reſurrection and dreadful Day of 


Judgment, become all Fire, like 
a live Coal, Fire ſhall be imbi- 
bed into the very Subſtance of 
them, and they not have fo 
much as a drop of Water afforded 
Go 4 thein 
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them to cool the tip of their Tongues. 
Every Limb ſhall drop whole 
flakes of Fire and Brimſtone, and 
they ſhall be ſo ſcourged with 
knotted and twiſted Serpents, 
as to be made all over one great 
fiery Wound and Ulcer. And 


this is a third Conſideration of 


the dreadfulneſs of everlaſting 


Vengeance ; It #' a falling into 
God's Hands. 
Fourthly, Conſider, it is a 


failing into the Hands of the Living 


God himſelf,and not of any Crea- 
ture. Indeed weread in 2 Sam. 
24- 14. that David choſe rather 
to fall into the Hands of the Lord, 
than into the Hands of Men. It 1s 
true, when there is true Repen- 
tance, and hopes of obtaining 
Mercy, this is far more eligible : 
for the Chaſhſements of the 
Lord are full of Mercy ; but the 
render Mercies of the wicked are 
cruel, 
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cruel. But where all hopes and 
expectations of Mercy are ex- 
cluded, as they are in Hell, cer- 
rainly there it is infinitely more 
dreadful to fall into the Hands 
of a Sin-revenging-God, than 
into the Hands of all the Crea- 
tures in Heaven, or Earth, yea 
or Hell ic (elf. One would 
have thought it had been terri- 
ble enough, it the Apoſtle had 
ſaid, It is a fearful thing co fall 
into the Hands of Devils, and 
ſo indeed it were, if we conſi- 
der either their Power, or their 
Malice : Certainly they can ea- 
fily find our ſuch rormenting 
Ingredients, and apply them 
alſo to ſuch tender Parts, that it 
would tranſcend the Patience 
of any Man on Earth quietly to 
bear but what one Derwuil can 
inflict. Do we not often fee 
in the Illuſions of black and 


looty 
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ſooty Melancholy, what ſtrange 
Fears and Terrors, they can im- 
print upon the Fancy, what Hor- 
rour and Deſpair they can work 
in the Conſcience, ſo as to 
make Men weary of their Lives, 
and many times perſwade them 
to deſtroy themſelves, only to 
know- the worſt of what they 
muſt ſuffer 2 And all this he 
can do out of his own King- 
dom; what then can he do when 
he hath got Sinners into his own 
Territories, and under his own 
Dominions? What exa&t 'Tor- 
cures can he inflict upon them 
there 2 ſuch indeed. as we 
cannot tell what they are, and 
may it pleaſe God we never 
may. 
And yet the Devil is but a fel- 
low-Creature ; but wicked Men 
are to fall into the Hands, not 
of a Creature, but of the great 
Crea- 
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Creatour, into the Haads of 
God himſelf, whoſe Power is 
infinitely beyond the Devils, ſo 
thar he is the Tormentor eyen 
of them. 

Think then with thy ſelf 0 
Samer, that if God binds and 
{courges, and torments the ve- 
ry Devils, who yet do fo inſut- 
ferably rorment the Damned, 
how infinitely intollerable then 
is that Wrath which God him- 
felf ſball inflict upon them 2? 
Conſider with thy (elf, it thou 
canft not bear thoſe Pains-and 
Torments which the Devils in- 
fit, and if che Devils cannor 
bear thoſe Pains and Torments 
which God inflicts upon them ; 
how wilt thou then, O Sinner, 
be able to bear the immediate 
Wrath, Fury, and Vengeance of 
the great God himſelt 2 


Nay 


———— 
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Nay let mego yer a great deal 
lower ; and ſuppoſe that God 
ſhould make uſe of common 
and ordinary Creatures for the 
puniſhment of wicked Men, 
who 1s there that could bear e- 
ven this ? If God ſhould only 
keepa Man living for ever in the 
midſt of a Furnace of groſs and 
earthly Fire,how dreadful would 
this be ! If bur a Spark of Fire 
fall upon any part of the Body, 
conſider what an acute Pain it 
will cauſe, much more if thy 
whole Man ſhould be all over 
ona light Flame, and thou for 
ever kept alive to feel the pier- 
cing Torment of it. And yet 
what is our dull unactive Fire in 
compariſon of that pure intel- 
ligent Fire, which ſhall melc 
down the Damned like Wax, 
and.lick up the very Spirits of 
their Souls ? Or ſuppoſe«God 


who 
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who knows the ſeveral Stings 
that are in all his Creatures, 
ſhould rake out of them the 
molt {ſharp Ingredients, and 
from them all make up a moſt 


rormenting Compoſition; if he | 


{hould take Poiſon and Venome 
out of one, and Fire and Scorch- 
ing our of another, and Smart 
and Stinging out of a third, and 
the Quinteſſence of Bitterneſs 
out of a fourth ; and by his 
infinite Skill, heighten all theſe 
to a preternatural Acrimony ; 
if now God ſhould apply this 
Compoſition thus fatally mixed 
and blended together, unto any 
of us, what an intollerable An- 
guiſh would ir cauſe in us? And 
it Creatures can caule (uch Tor- 
tures, what a dreadful thing then 
is it to fall into the Hands of 
God himſelf 2 For when God 
conveys his Wrath to us by 
Crea- 
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Creatures; it muſt needs loſe 
infinitely in the very Convey- 
ance. When God takes up one 
Creature to ſtrike another, it is 
bur as if a Gyant ſhould take up 
2 Straw or Feather to ſtrike with ; 
for though ne be never ſo ſtrong, 
yet the Blow can be but weak 
cauſe of the weakneſs of the 
Inſftrament ; and ye: alas how 
terrible are even ſuch weak 
Blows to us 2 What will it then 
be when God ſhall immediate- 
ly cruth us by the unrebared 
ſtrokes of his own Almighty 
Arm, and {hall exprefs the Po- 
wer of his Wrath, and the Glo- 
ry of his Juſtice and Severity 'in 
our eternal Deſtruction ? And 
this is the fourth Demonſtration of 
the dreadfuinefs of Divine Ven- 
peance. 
* Fifthly, Conſiderthatthe Apo- 
ſtlecalls this Wrath, which the li- 
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ving God will inflictuponSinners 

by the Name of Vengeance. Yen- 

gence 1s mine, I will recompence it, 

Now Vengeance when it is whet 

and ſharpned by Wrath, will 

enter deep, and cut the Soul to 

the very Quick. God adts a 

ewo-fold pare in the puniſh- 

ment of Sinners. 

Firſt, of .a Judge. © In relation «,. 

to which their Etetnal Torments 

zre ſometimes called Condem- 

nation; ſo 1 Tim.3.6. we have 

mention made of the Condemnati-« 1 Tim. 3. 6. 

tion of the Devil ; Thar is, - that 

Rtare of Woe nad Wrath ro 

which the Devil is for ever ſen- 

tenced. And Damnation, Mar. 

23. 33. How can you eſeape the 

Danmation of Hell > And ſfome- 

times 1t is rermed Judgment, 

Heb. IO. 27. A certain fearful Heb. 10. 27. 

looking for of Jullgment amd Fi- 

ery Indignation. And in Jude 15: Jude 15. 
ta 
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Deut.29.20. 


Heb. 10.27. 


Zeph. 3. 8, 


to execute Judgment upon all the 
Hngodly. Which denotes that 
their Paniſhment ſhall be in- 
flited upon rhem from God, as 
he is a Jultand Righteous Judg. 

And Secondly, God is an Aven- 
geras well as a Judge. He is a 
Party concerned, as having been 
wronged, affronted, and injured 
by their Sins. And in relation 
co this, the Puniſhments that 
God will inflict upon them, are 
called Wrath and Fury, ſmoak- 
ing Anger and Jealouſy : Det. 
29. 20. The Anger of the Lord and 
his Jealouſy ſhall ſmoak againſt that 
Man. Alſo, Fiery Indignation, 
Heb. 10. 27. All which we find 
amaſsd and heaped rogether, 
Zeph. 3. 8. My Determmation 
(faich-God) is to gather the Natt- 


ons, to pour upon them mine Indig- 


nation, even all my fierce Anger ; for 


_ all the Earth ſhall be devoured with 


the 
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the Fire of my Jealouſy. Now,all 
theſe Expreſſions f1gnity to us the 
terribleneſs of that Yengeance 
which God will cake. For when 
the Wrath of Man only ſtirs hint 
up to revenge an Injury, he will 
be ſure ro do it to the very 
urmolt extremity of all his 
Power. And if the Revenge of 
a poor weak Man be ſo dteadtul 
a thing ; how inſupportable will 
be the Yengeanceof the great God, 
who aſſumes it to himſelf as part 
of his Royalty ? Vengeance is mine; 
8 that terrible place, labum 
. 2. God is jealous, and the Lord 
mates: the Lord revenzeth, and 
is furious, the Lord will take Ven- 
peance.on bis /dverſaries, and he re- 
fer veth Wrath for his Enemies. God 
relerveth Wrath for Sinners, and 
keeps it up in ſtore, even thar 
Wrath which they themſelves 
have treaſured up againſt the 
Day of Wrath. H h Now 


Nah. 1. 2; 
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- Now this Revengme-Wrath of 
God hath thele rwo things in it 
that juſtly make it dreadtul. 
Firſt, In that, Revenge always 
aims at Satisfaction, and feeks 
to repair Injuries received, by 
inflicting Puniſhment on the 
Offender. This gives eaſe to 
the Party grieved; and if this 
Revenge be commenſurate to the 
greatneſs of the Offence, he reſts 
{ſatisfied in it. And therefore, 
God ſpeaking of himſelt accord- 
ing to the Paſſions and Aﬀecti- 
ons of Men, ſolaces himſelf in 
the thoughts of that Yengeance 
he would take upon Sinners, 


TJa. 1.24. Ab, T will eaſe me of 
mine Adverſaries, T will avenge me 


And, O thiok 


of mune Enemies. 


how dreadful that Revenge muſt 
needs . be, that ſhall eaſe the 
Heart of God, and give him (a- 
tisfaction, 


for all the heinous 
Pro- 
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Proyocations that Sinners have 
committed againſt him. For 
conlider, 

Firſt, How great and manifold 
our Sins and Offences have been, 
and every act of Sin, yea the leaſt 
thatever we committed,isan infi- 
nite Debt, and carries in it an in- 
finite Guilt, becauſe commirted 
againſt an infinite Majeſty. For 
all Offences take their Meaſures, 
not only from the Matter of the 
A&t, bur from the Perſon a- 
gainſt whom they are commir- 
.ted : As a reviling injurious 
Word againſt our Equals, will 
but bear an Aftionat Law, bur 
againſt the Price, it is High- 
Treaſon, and puniſhable with 
Death. So here, the leaſt Offence 
againſt the infinite Majeſty of 
the great God, becomes it (elf 
* infinite : The Guilr of it is far be- 
yond whaticever we can poſiibly 
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conceive: and yet what infinite 


Numbers of theſe infinite Sins 
have we committed 2 The 
Pfalmiſt tells us, They ' are more 
than the Hairs of our Head, Pſalm 
40. 12. Yea, we may well take 
12 all the Sands of the Sea-ſhore 
ro caſt them up by. Our 
"Thoughts are inceflantly in Mo- 
tion ; "they keep pace with the 
Moments, and are continually 
twinkling, and yet, Every Ima- 


gination of the Thoughts of our Hearts 


is evil, What Mulicudes of them 
have been grofly wicked: and 
impious; Artheiſtical, Blaſphe- 
mous, Unclean, Worldly, and 
Malicious! and the beſt of them 
have bcen very defe&tive, and 
far ſhort of thar Spirituality and 
Heavenlinefs that ought to give 
a Tincture unto them. And 
be {1des the Sins of our Thoughts, 
how decp have our Tengues fer 
Us 
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us on the ſcore 2 We havertalkr 
our ſelves in debt to the Juſtice 
of God, and with our own 
Breath have been blowing up 
our everlaſting and unguench- 
able Fire. And add ro thele 
the numberleſs crowd and ſum 
of our ſinful Actions, wherein 
we have buſily imployed our 
ſel ves-ro provoke the Holy and 
Jealous God to Wrath, and we 
hall find our Sins to be doubly 
;nfinite in their own particular 
Guilt and Demeric. And now, 

0 Smner, when an angry and 
furious God {hall come to exact 
from thee a full ſacisfation tor 
all cheſe Injuries, a Satisfaction 
ia which he may erernally reſt 
and acquieice, luch as may re- 
pair and FeCOMPance his vIrong- 
el Honour, thiak ladly with thy 

ſelt, how inGiaicely dreadful this 

mult ncedsbe. Afſurerhy lelt God 
Hh 3 will 
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will not loſe by thee, but will 
fetch his Glory out of thee, and 
rake ſuch a Revenge upon thee 
as ſhall as much pleaſe and con- 
tent him, as his infinite Mercy 
doth in thoſe whom he ſaves and 
glorifies. And how great then 
muſt this Vengeance be ? 

Secondly,Conſider how dread- 
ful a Revenge God rook on his 
own dear Son, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he came to ſatis- 
fy-his Juſtice upon him for our 
Sins, His Wrath fell infinitely 
heavy upon him, and the preſ- 
ſure of it was (o intollerable, 
that it ſqueezed out drops of 
clotted Blood from him in the 
Garden, and that ſad Cry on the 
Croſs, My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me * And yet, 

Firſt, Our Lord Chriſt was 
ſupported under all his Suffer- 
ings by the incffable Union of 
| the 
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the Deity. He had infinite Po- 
wer for him, as well as againſt 
him ; infinite Power to bear 
him up, as well as to cruſh him. 
In Chriſt's Sufferings, the Po- 
wer of God feem'd as it were 
to encounter with ir ſelf, and 
to run contrary to it (elf in the 
ſame Channel. And as he had 
the ſupport of infinite Power in 
his Sufferings, ſo likewiſe had 
he in the grearelt of his Angonies 
the Miniſtry of Angels ro comfort 
him, and to refreſh the Droop- 
ings [nad Fainfings of his Hu- 
mane Nature. And, 

Secondly, 'T he "Ol Digni- 
ty of Chriſt's Perſon, being God 
K4 well as Man, mighe welt 
compound for the Rigour of his 
Puniſhments, and ita; Tp {uch 
a Value upon his Humiliation, 
that leſs degrees 0 of $1 ering 
from him, might be fully ſatis- 
H 4 facto: 
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factory. For indeed it 'cannor 
be bur an infinite Puniſhment, 
for an infinite Perſon to be pu- 
niſhed. Bur thou that art bur 
a vile contemptible Creature, 
made up of Mudd and Slime, 
haſt nothing in thy Nature 
wherewith to ſatisfy the dread 
Juſtice of God, bur. only the e- 
ternal Deſtruction and Perditi- 
on of ir. Thou haſt no Worth 
nor Dignity, the conſideration 
whereof might perſwade the Al- 
mighty to mitigate the leaſt of 
his Wrath and Fury upon thee : 
And when .it falls in all its 
weight and force. upon thee, 
thou haſt nothing to uphold or 
jupport thee. Ir is true, the Al- 
mighty Power of God ſhall 
continue thee in thy Being, bur 
thou wilt for ever curle and 
blaſpeme that Support, that ſhall 
be given thee only to perpetuate 


thy 
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thy Torments, and ten thou- 
ſand times wiſh that God would . 
deſtroy thee once for all, and 
chat thou mighteſt for everſhrink 
away into nothing : but thar, 
alas,poor miſerable Wretch will 
not be granted thee; no, thou 
ſhalt nor have ſo much as the 
relief and comfort of dying, nor 
eſcape the Vengeance of God 
by Annihilation : but his Power 
will for ever ſo ſupport thee, 
as for ever to torment thee, 
which is only ſuch a Support as 
a Man is fupported on the Rack 
or on the Wheel, ſupported ſo 
as they cannot come off, the 
very Engine of their Torture 
upholds them. And as for an 

help or relief the Miniſtry of 
Angels will afford thee, think 
what ſolace it will bring thee, 
when God ſhall ſet on whole 
Legions of infernal Ghoſts, black 
and 
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and hideous Spirits, as the Exe- 
cutioners of his Wrath, who 
ſhall for ever criumph in thy 
Woes and add ro them, hurl 
Fire-brands at thee, heap fewel 
about thee, and fully fatiate 
their Malice upon thee, as God 
{atifhes his Juſtice. And this 
is one ( onſideration of the dread- 
fulneſs of. this: Vengeance, in 
that it aims at and exadts fatis- 
faction for Sin, which will be 
infinitely intolerable, becauſe 
our Sins * are infinite both in 
Number and Heinouſneſs. And 
becauſe Jeſus Chriſt, who was 
to ſatisfy not for his own, but 
for the Sins of others, though he 
were upheld by the Divie Na- 
ture, and poſhibly underwent 
not ſuch Acrimony of Wrath as 
the Damned do, yet his Suf- 
terings were unſpeakable and 
unknown Sorrows : And how 
much 
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much ſorer then ſhall wicked 
Men bear for their own Sins, 
when Juſtice ſhall come to 
reckon with them, and to exact 
from them to the very utmoſt 
Farthing of all that they owe ? 

Secondly, Conſider that Re- 
Venging Wrath ſtirs up all that 
15in God againſt a Sinner. Wrath 
when it is whet and fer on by 
Revenge, redoubles a Man's 
Force, and makes him perform 
Things that he could nor doin 
his cold Blood, it fires all a 
Man's Spirits, and calls 'them 
forth to expreſs their urmoſt Et- 
forts. So this Revengins Wrath 
of God draws forth all the 
Force and Activity of his Attri- 
butes, and ſers them againſt a 
Sinner, and how dreadful then 
muſt that Execution needs be ? 
We fee what great Works God 
can perform when he is not ſtir- 
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Prov. C. 34. 


Iſa. 42. 13- 


red up: thereunto by his Wrath 
and Indignation. He ſpeaks a 
whole World into Being, and 
ſpeaks it with a cold and calm 
Breath. Certainly it was no 
ſmall peice of work, to ſpread 
out the Heavens, and lay the 
Foundations of the Earth, and 
to work all thoſe Wonders of. 
Creation and Providence which we 
daily behold ; but yet all theſe 
Things God did, (if I may fo 
ſpeak) without any Emotion. 
But when he comes to take 
Vengeance upon Sinners,he is then 
inflamed, all that is in God, is 
as it were on fire. Jealouſy, lays 
Solomen, is the Rage of a Man, 
Proverbs 6. 34. Now when 
God's Jealouſy ſhall be ſtirred 
in him, think how impetuouſly 
it will break forth in the fear- 
ful effects of it. Iſa. 42. 13. 
The Lord ſhall ſtir up Jealouſy 
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like a Man of War ; he ſhall cry, yea, 
roar, he ſhall prevail againſt his E- 
nemies, If the calm and ſedate 
Works of Cod are fo great and 
wonderful, how great then will 
his Vengeance be, when Anger, 
Fury, and [ndignation ſhall ex- 
cite and whet his Power to ſhew 
the very utmoſt of whar it can 
do ? And therefore we find 
that though God had inflicted 
dreadful Plagues upon the J/- 
raelites in the Wilderneſs, and 
had ſhewn mighty effects of his 
Power and Vengeance, yet we 
find the Church bleſſeth him, 
That he turned away his Anger, and 
did not ſtir up all bis Wrath. But in 
Hell God ſtirs up all his Wrath, 
every thing is ſet and bent a- 
gainſt the Damned: And as to 
the Samts in Heaven, every At- 
tribute of God concurs to make 
him merciful and gracious ro 
chem, 


— 


Plal. 78. 3%, 
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them. So to the Wicked ' in 
Hell, all the Perfe&ions of God 
confpire cicher to ftir up and 
kindle his Wrath, or elſe to af- 
Gf him in the execution of it 
upon chem. The infinite Wi/- 
dom of God contrives their Pu- 
mihmenes, and which way to 
hay them on, ſo thar chey ſhall 
be moſt fharp and © poinanr. 
The Powey of God rhat roufes it 
ſelf againſt them, and proffers all 
irs Succours'and Aſfiftance unto 
Vengeance. Vhe Eternity and 
bluchangeableneſs of God: come 
in as a dreadful Addition, and 
makes thar Wrath: which of it 
felf is 1nfupportable, ro. be al- 
{o everlaſting 2 Yea that ſweer 
and mild Atrribute. of God, 
his Mercy, the only Refuge 
and the only- comfort, of mi- 
ferable Mankind, yer even this 
turns againſt them too, and 


be- 
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becauſe they deſpiſed it when it 
ſhone forth in Patience and For- 
bearance, will not now regard 
them when they ſtand in need 
of its Reſcue and Deliverance: 
So that all that is in God, arms 
it ſelf ro. take Yengeance on Sin- 
ners: And Q think how ſore 
and: fearful that. Vengeance will 
be, when God ſhall pur forth 
all chat is in himſelf for the exe- 
cuting of his Wrath upon. ina- 
penitent Sinners } And thus [ 
have done with, the Demonſtr ati- 
015 of the Dreadfulneſs.of God's 
Wrath taken from the Words 
in the Text, Yengeance is mine, 
I wilh recompence it. *T is a fearful 
thing to fall, mta the Hands of the 
living Gad. 

Lee us now conſider ſome 
other Demonſtrations of the 
Greatnels of this Wrath. And, 

Firſt, It appears to be ex- 
 ceeding 
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1 Pet. 3. 19. 


Pſal. 9. 17. 


ceeding dreadful in that it is ſet 
forth to us in Scripture by all 
thoſe things which are moſt 
terrible ro Humane Nature. 
God maketh uſe of many Me- 
taphorical Expreſſions of things 
moſt grievous to our Senſes, that 
from them.we may take an hinc 
to-conceive how intolerable his 
Wrath is in it ſelf. It is called 
a Priſon, 1 Peter 3.'19. where 
mention 1s made of the Spirits 
in Priſon ; that is, the Souls of 
thoſe Men to whom the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt in Noah went, and 
preached in the Days of their 
Mortal Life, bur for their Dif- 
obedience are ſhut up under 
the Wrath of God in Hell. And 
certainly Hell is a Priſon large 
enough to hold all the World. 
Pſalm g. 17. The Wicked ſhall be 
turned into Hell, and all the Nati- 
ons that forget God, A Priſon it 

I; 
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15 where the Devil and wicked 
Spirits are ſhackled with Chains 
of maſly and ſubſtantial Dark- 
neſs. 2 Peter 2. 4. They are, 
ſays the Apoſtle, reſerved m 
Chains of Darkneſs unto the Judz- 
ment of the great Day. And 
they are there kept in ever- 
laſting Chains under Darkneſs, 
not one Cranny in this great 
Priſon to ler in the leaſt ray or 
glimpſe of Light. It is called 


2 Pet. 2. 4+ 


a Place of Torment, Luke 1 6. 2.8. Luke 16.28, 


It is a Region of Woe and Mi- 
ſery, wherein Horrour, De- 
ſpair, and Torture for ever 
dwell, and are in their moſt 
proper Seat and Habitation. 
It is called, a drowning of Men mm 
Deſtruttion and Perdition, 1 Timo- 
thy'6. 9. One would think that 
ro be drowned, might ſignify 
Death enough of it ſelf; butto 
be drowned in Perdition and 

I 1 De- 
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Mat. 22. 13- 


Rev. 20. 15 


Mat. 3« 12. 


Deſtruction, {ignifies moxeoyer 
the fatalnels and the depth of 
that Death into which they are 
plunged. Ir is called, a bewg 
caſt bound Fiand and Foot into ut- 
ter Darkneſs, Matth. 22, 1 
A being thrown mto a Fuxnace of 
Fire, ro be burnt alive, Matth, 
13. 42, 50. It is called, a Lake 
of Fue, Rev. 20. 15. into 
which wicked Men ſhall be 
plunged all over, where they 
{hall lye wallowing and row- 
ling among Millions. of dam- 
ned Spirits, in thoſe infernal 
Flames. And this Lake is con- 
tinually fed with a ſulphurous 
ſtream of Brimſtone, Rev. 19. 
20. And this Fire and Brim- 
ſtone is that which never ſhall 
be quenched. Matth. 3. 12. He 
will burn up the Chafff with unquench= 
able Fire, And laſily, to name 
no more, it is called everlaſting 

Fire 
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Firs prepared for the Devil and hit 


Anels, Macth, 25. 4Tl. And Mat. 25.41. 


how we are arrived at che high- 
eſt pitch of what Sence can 
feel, or Imagination conceive. 
Or if ir be poſſible thar in yout 
deepeſt Thoughts you can con- 
ceive any thing more dreadful 
than this, you may call it a Se 
of molten Brimſtone, (er all or 
fire, and continually ſpewing 
out footy dark Flames, wherein 
endleſs Multitudes of finfut 
Wretches muſt lye tumbling ts 
all Ecerniry, burnt up with the 
fierceneſs of a tormenting and 
devouring Fire, ſcourged with 
Scorpions, ſtung with fiery 
Serpents, howling and roaring; 
inceſſantly, and none to pity, 
much lefs ro relieve and help 
them, grinding and gnaſhing 
their Teeth chrough the extre- 
mity'of their Anguiſh and Tor- 
2 . nk 
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ture. If now you can fancy any 
thing more terrible and dread- 
ful than this, Hell is that, yea 
and much more : . For theſe 
things are Metaphorical; and 
though I cannot deny bur ſome 
of theſe may be properly and 
literally true, yer the litteral 
ſenſe. of theſe Metaphors do but 
faintly and weakly ſhew us 
what the leaſt part of thoſe ever- 
laſting Torments are. 

, Secondly, Another Demonſtra- 
tion of the dreadfulneſs of this 
Vengeance is this, Thar it is a 
Wrath that ſhall come up un- 
tro, and equal all our Fears. 
You know what an inventive 
and ingenious thing Fear is, 
what horrid Shapes it can fan- 
cy to it ſelf our of every thing : 
Put but an active Fancy into 
an Afﬀright, and preſently the 
whole World will be filled 
with 
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with ſtrange Monſters and hi- 
deous Apparitions. "The ver 

ſhaking of a leaf will ſome- 
times rout all the Forces and 
Reſolutions of Men : And u- 
ſually it is this wild Paſſion that 
doth inhance all ather Dan- 
gers, and make them ſeem 
greater. and more dreadful than 
indeed they are. But now 
here it is impoſſible for a wicked 
Man to fear more than he {hall 
certainly ſuffer. Ler his Ima- 
ginations be hung round with 
all the diſmal Shapes that ever 
frighted Men our of their Wits ; 
ler his Fancy dip its Pencil in 
the deepeſt Melancholy that e- 
ver--any Soul was beſmeered 
with, and then ſtrive to pour- 
tray and expreſs the moſt ter- 
rible rhings chat ir can judge to 
be the Objefts of Fear, or the 
Iaſtruments of Torment, yer the 
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Wrath of the great Gad vaſtly 
exceeds all that Fear it (elf can 

ſibly repreſent. See that 

range Expreſſion, P/abn ga. 
1:1. Who knows the Power of thine 
Anger ? according ta thy Fear, [a 
i thy Wrath. That is, according 
tothe fear Men have of thee, 
as dreadful and as terrible as 
they can poſſibly apprehend thy 
Wrath to.be, ſo itis, and mich 
more. Let the Heart of Man 
retch it- ſelf to the utmoſt 
bounds of kmagination, and 
call into its Aid all the things 
that ever it hath heard os feen 
to be dreadful; let it (as that 
Painter, who: to make a beauti- 
ful Piece, borrowed ſeveral of 
the belt Features from ſeveral 


/ beautiful Perſons) borrow all” 


the dreadful, all the direful Re- 
preſentations that ever it- met 


with, to, make up one moſt ter- 
| rible 
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rible Jdea ; yer the Wrath of 
God (hall ftill exceed it : He 
can execute more Wrath upon 
us than we can fear. Sotne 
wicked Men in this Life have 
had a Spark of this Wrath of 
God fall upon their Conſcien- 
ces,. when they lye roaring our 
urider Defpair and fearful Ex- 
peations of the hiery Indig- 
nation of Ged to contume and 
devour them. Burt -alas this is 
nothimg to whart they {hall here- 
after feel. God now doth bar 
open to them a {mall chink 
and crevice into Hell, he now 
doth bur ſuffer a few ſmall drops 
oft his Wrath ro fall upon them. 
And if this be fo ſore and ſmart 
' that «their Fears could never 
think of any thing more dread- 
ful chan what they now ſuffer : 
Q- what will .ic be then when 
he ſhall overwhelm them with 
Ii 4 a 
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Soul, that :rE&fned and pitinal 


a whole deluge of his Wrath, 
and caule all his Waves to go 
over them ? Fear him, ſays our 
Saviour, who is able to deſtroy both 
Soul and Body m Hell; yea, 1 


Mat. 10. 28. ſay unto you, fear bim. And 


yet when we have feared ac- 
cording to the, utmoſt extent 
of our narrow Hearts, yet ſtill 
his infinite Power and Wrath is 
infinitely more fearful than we 
can fear it. 

Thirdly, Conſider the princi- 
pal and immediate Subje&t of 
this Wrath of God, and that is 
the Soul, and this adds much 
ro the dreadfulneſs of it. The 
acuteſt Torments: that the Body 
1s capable of, are but dull and 
flat things. in -compariſon of 
what the Sox! can: feel. Now 
when God 4ſha!l immediately 
with. his own Hand laſh the 
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Part of Man, the principle of 


all Life and Senſation, and ſhall 
draw Blood from ir every 
Stripe, how intolerable may we 
conceive thoſe Pains and Tor- 
tures to be 2 To ſhoot poiſon'd 
Darts into a Man's Marrow, to 
rip up his Bowels with a Sword 
red hot ; all this is as nothing 
ro it, Think whatit is to have 
a drop of ſcalding Oyl, or mel- 
ted Lead, fall upon the Apple 
of your Eyes, that ſhould make 
chem boyland burn till they tall 
out of your Heads; ſuch Tor- 
ment, nay infinitely more than 
ſuch, 1s it to have the burnin 

Wrath of God to fall upon the 
Soul. We find that Spirits 
which are infinitely inferiour 
unto God, can make ſtrange 
Impreſſions upon the Souls of 
Men : and ſhall not the great 
God much more, who is the Fa- 
ther 
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Naham 1.6. 


Pfal. 22+ 14, 


ther of Spirits? Yes,he can tortufe 
thetn by his effential Wrath. 
And that God, who, as the Pro- 
phet Nahum- (peaks; can melt 
Mowitdins, and make Hills and 
Rocks flow down at his Preſence, 
can melr the Sortls of the Darti- 
hed, like lumps of Wax ; for 
in his Diſpleakare he doth forne- 
times do it to the beſt of Men 
even in this Lite, Pſalm 22 »4, 
My Heart ts meltsd like Wax int the 
midſt of my Bowels, 

'Fowrthly, The Dreadfulnefs 
of this Wrath of God may. be 
demonſtrated by this, That the 
Puniſhmenc of the Damned i 
reſerved by God as his laft 
Work. It is a Work which he 
will fer himſelf abouc when all 
the reſt of his Works are done, 


when he hath folded up the 


World, and laid it afide as a 
'Fhing; of no further uſe, 'then 


will 
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will God ſer himſelf to this great 
Work, and pour out all the 
Treaſures of his Wrath upon 
damned Wretches, as it God 
would ſo wholly mind this Bu- 
fine(s that he. would lay all 0- 
ther Afﬀairs aſide, that he mighe 
be intent only upon this, having 
no other thing to interrupt him. 
Think then how full of Dread 
and Terror this muſt needs be, 
when God will as it were ern- 
ploy all his Eternity about this, 
ind have no other thing to 
rake-bim off from doing ic with 
all. his Might. God hath re- 
ſerved two Works, .and buttwo 
fog theother World; One is the 
Salvation of the Ele&,. and the o- 
ther is the Danmetion of Repro» 
bates. 

Now it is remarkable that 
God's laſt Works do always ex- 
ceed his former ; And therefore 

: we 
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we find in the (reation © | 2 
World, God ſtill proceeded 0:1 
from more imperfte&t kind of 
Creatures co thoſe that were 
more perfect, until he had fully 
built and finiſhed, yea carved 
and as it were painted this great 
Houſe of the Univerſe ; aid 
then he brings Man into it as 
his laſt Work, as the Crown 
and Perfection of the reſt : So 
God likewiſe ated 'in the man- 
ner of revealmg his Will unto 
Mankind, firſt he ſpake tothem 
by Dreams and Viſions, but in 
the laft Days (as the 4poſtle ex- 
preflech it) he hath ſpoken unto us 
by bis Son. So alſo in the Diſ- 
penſation of the Covenant of 
Grace, and Exhibition of the - 
Meſſiah, firſt he was made known 
only by Promiſe to the Fathers, 
then in Types and obſcure Re- 
ſemblances to the Jews, but 
| the 
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the latter Days, himſelf came 
and took upon him the form 
of a Servant, and wrought our 
a compleat Redemption for us. 


So uſually the laſt Works of 
God are more compleat, perfect 
and excellent than the former. 
Now God's puniſhing-Work is 
his laſt Work, and therefore it 
ſhall exceed in Greatneſs all that 
ever went before it. In his 
firſt Work, the Creation of the 
World, he demonſtrated his in- 
finite Power, Wiſdom, and 
Godhead ; bur in the Deſtructi- 
on of -inners, which is his laſt 
Work, ::- will manifeſt more of 
Power +4 Wiſdom, than he 
did in 5 creating them ; and 
how t-:irtul a Deſtruction then 
muſt i'+1s needs be ? God hath 
varicty of Works that he is car- 
ryins on inthis World, and if 
his Glory doth not -perfe&ly 
appear 
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appear in one, he may mani- 
feft it in another. But when he 


ſhall confine himſelt only, to 


two, as he will in the World to 
come, the faving of the Godly, 
and the damning of the Wicked, 
and this without any variety or 
change, certainly then theſe ſhall 
be performed to the very urt- 
moſt of what God can do: for 
as he will ſave the Sainrs tothe 


very utmoſt ; (o likewiſe will- 


he damn and deſtroy Sinners ro 
the very urmoſt. 

Fifthly, Another Demonſtra- 
tion of the dreadfulneſs of this 
Wrath ſhall be drawn from this 
Conſideration, That God: will 
for ever inflict it for the glori- 
fying of his Power on the Dam- 
ned. Rom. 9g. 12. What if God wil- 
ling to ſhew his Wrath, and make his 
Power known : And 2 Theff; 1: 
9. They ſhall be puniſh'd with evgr- 


laſting 
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laſtins Deſtruftion from the Pre- 
=, of I L from the Glo- 
ry of bis Power. Now certain- 
ly, if God will infli&t eternal 
Puniſhments upop them to ſhew 
foxth his Power, their Punith- 
ments. muſt needs be infinitely 
great, For, 

Firſt, All thoſe Works where- 
in God ſhews forth his Power, 
are great and ftupendous. Con- 
ſider what Power it was for God 
ta lay the Beams of the World, 
and to erect fo ſtately a Fabrick 
as Heaven and Earth. The 
Apoſtle therefore tells us, Thar 
by the ( reatien.of the World, is un- 
derſtood the eternal Power of God, 
Rom, 1. 20. When God ſhews- 
ed his Power in creating, O 
what 2 great and ſtupendous 
Work did: he produce! And 
therefore certainly when God: 
{ſhall likewiſe ſhew his Power 
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in deſtroying, the Puniſhments 
he will inflict will be wonderful 
and ftupendous. 

Secondly, Conſider God can 
eaſily deſtroy a Creature with- 
out ſhewing any grear Power, 
or putting forth his Almighty 
Arm and Strength to do ir. If 
he only withdraw his Power by 
which he upholds all things in 
their Beings, we thould quickly 
fall all abroad into nothing : 
So eaſy is it for God to deſtroy 
the well-being of all his Crea- 
tures. But now if God will ex- 
preſs the greatneſs and iofinite- 
neſs of his Power in deſtroying 
Sinners, whom yet he can de- 
ſtroy without putting forth his 
Power, yea only by withdraw- 
ing and withholding it; O how 
fearful muſt this Deſtruction 
reeds be ! Alas we are cruſhc 
before the Moth, and muſt needs 
periſh 


th. 


”N dreadful ro Sinners. 1 45 K- 


DC_— 


periſh, if God doth but ſuſpend 
the influence of his Power from 
us. How dreadfully then will he 
deſtroy when he ſhall lay forch 
his infinite Power to do it, who 
can eaſily do it without Power ? 

And thus I have laid down 
ſome Demonſtrations of the dread- 
fulneſs of the Wrath and Ven- 
geance of God, five of them 
drawn from the Words of the 
Text, and fivedrawn from other 
Conliderations. I ſhall now 
{ſhut up with two or three Words 
of Application, 

Firſt, "Then be perſwaded 
to believe that there is ſuch a 
dreadful Wrath to come. I know 
well, you all profeſs that you do 
believe, that as there are uncon- 
ceivable Rewards of Glory re- 
ſerved in Heaven for the Saints, 
ſo that there are inexhauſtible 
Treaſures of Wrath reſerved and 
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laid up in Hell for all ungodly 
and impenitent Sinners. But 
O bow few are there that do re- 
ally and cordially believe theſe 
things : Mens own Lives may 
be evident Convictions to them- 
ſelves of their Atheiſm and Infi- 
delity : For the true reaſon of all 
that diſloluteneſs which we ſee 
abroad in the World proceeds 
much from hence, becauſe Men 
are not perſwaded that theſe 
dreadful Terrors of the Lord 
which have now been ſet before 
us, are any thing but an honeſt 
Artifice. "They look upon them 
as things only invented toſcare 
the World into good order, and 
to awe Men into ſome compals 
of Civility and Honeſty : They 
think all thoſe tremendous 
Threatnings that God hath de- 
nounced in his Law to be things 
intended rather to fright Men 
than 
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than to do execution upon them. 
And whereas one of the moſt 
effectual Motives to Piety and 
an holy Life, is to be perſwaded 
of the Terrors of the Lord, 
theſe are nor yet perſwaded that 
there are any ſuch Terrors : But 
aſſure your ſelves theſe are not 
the extravagant Dreams of Me- 
lancholy Fancies, nor the Politick 
Impoſtures of Men that deſign 
to amuſe the World with fright- 
ful Stories; but they are (ad and 
ſerious Truths, ſuch as however 
you may now ſlight & contemn, 
yer ſhall you be wotvlly convin- 
ced of by your own experience, 
when after a few years, or poſli- 
bly a few days, you ſhall be ſunk 
down into that Place of Tor- 
ment, that Gulph and Abyls of 
Miſery, where the great God 
ſhall for ever expreſs the Arr, 
and the Power of his VYenge- 
Kk 2 ance 
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ance in your everlaſting De- 
ſtruction, 

Secondly, This ſpeaks abun- 
dance of comfort to all thoſe 
whoſe Sins are pardon'd, and 
they delivered from the Wrath to 
come, Look what Spring-tides 
of Joy would riſe in the Heart of 
a poor condemned Malefattor, 
who every moment expects the 
ſtroke of Juſtice to cut him off, 
to have a Pardon interpoſe and 
reſcue him from Death. Such, 
yea far greater ſhould bethy Joy 
who art freed meerly by a graci- 
ous Pardon, from a Condemna- 
tion infinitely greater and worſe 
than Death it ſelf. When we 
look into Hell, and conſider the 
Wrath that the Damned there 
lye under, O to behold them 
there reſtleſly rolling to and fro 
in Chains and Flames, to hear 
chem exclaim againſt rheir own 
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Folly and Madneſs, and to curſe 
Themſelves and their Aſſociates 
as the cauſes of their heavy and 
doletul Torments; how ſhould 
we rejoice that though we have 
been guilty of many great and 
heinous Sins, and have ten thou- 
ſand times deſerved Hell and e- 
yerlafting Burnings,yer our good 
and gracious God hath freely 
pardon'd us our Debts, and freed 
us from the ſame merited Pu- 
niſhments. 

Thirdly, This alſo ſhould ex- 
cite us to magnify the Love of 
our Lord Jelus Chrift towards 
us, who though he knew what 
the dreadful Wrath of God was, 
how ſore and heavy it would lye 
upon his Soul, yer fuch was his 
infinite Compaſſion towards us, 
chat he willingly ſubmitted him- 
ſelf ro be in our ſtead, rook upon 
him our Nature, that he might 
rake 
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take upon him our Guilt ; and 
firſt made himſelf wretched,that 
he might be made accurſed, He 
drank off the whole bitter Cup 
of his Father's Wrath at one bit- 
ter draught, received the whole 
ſting of Death into his Body at 
once ; falls and dies under the 
Revengesof Divine Juſtice,only 
that we might be delivered from 
the Wrath that we had delerved, 
but could not bear. O Chriſtian, 
let thy Heart be inlarged with 
great Love and Thanktfulneſs to 
thy bleſſed Redeemer ; and as he 
thought nothing too much to 
ſuffer for thee, return him this 
Expreſſion of thy Thanktulneſs 
ro think nothing roo much, nor 
too hard todoorto ſuffer forhim. 

Fourthly,You that go on 1n Sin, 
conſider what a God you haveto 
deal withal ; You have not to do 
with Creatures, but with: God 
him- 
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himſelf. And do you not fear 
that increated Fire that will wrap 
you up in Flames of his eflential 
Wrath, and burn you for ever ? 
Conſider that dreadful Expoſtu- 
lation that God makes, Ezek. 22. gzek.22.14. 
1 4. Can thy Heart mdure, or can thy 

Hands be ſtrons im the Day that 1 

ſhall deal with thee, ſaith the Lord ? 

The very weakneſs of God is 

ſtronger than Man : God can 

breath, he can look a Man to 

Death ; Job 4. 9. By the Blaſt of "OENES 
God they periſh, and by the Breath of 

his Noſtrils are they conſumed : They 

periſh at the Rebuke of thy Counte- 

nance, Pſalm 80. 16. O then pil. 80.16. 
tremble ro think what a-load of 
Wrath his heavy Hand can lay 
upon thee, That Hand which ſpans 
the Heavens, and in the Hollow of 
which he holds the Sea. What Pu- 
niſhment will this great Hand of 
God in which his great Strength 
lies, 
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lies,inflict when it ſhall fall upon 
thee in the full Power of its 
Might ? And tell me now, 0 
Sinner, wouldſt thou _— 
fall inro the Hands of this God, 
who is thus able to cruſh thee to 
pieces, yea to nothing ? O how 
{hall any of us then dare, who 
are but poor weak Porſherds of 
the Earth,daſh our ſelves againſt 
this Rock of Ages? Indeed we 
can neither refiſt his Power, nor 
eſcape his Hand : and therefore 
fince we muſt neceſflarily ſooner 
or later fall inro the Hands of 
God, let us by true Repentance 
and an humble Acknowledg- 
ment of our Sins and Vilenef. 
throw our ſelves into his merci- 
fal Hands, and then to our un- 
ſpeakable Comfort we ſhall find 
that he will extend his Arm of 
Mercy to ſupport us, and not his 
Hand of Juſtice to cruſh and 
break us. FINIS. 


